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HE nation’s economy dictates both 
the present and future plans of all 
our businesses and the entertainment 
industry is taking a cautious approach for 
the year. An article in the 4th January 
issue of ‘Billboard’ magazine stated 
major labels ‘are generally taking a 
cautious approach to new artist signings, 
due to the decline in business in 1991’. 
At the same time a number of labels have 
pared their artist rosters dramatically. 


In the midst of it all. Capricorn Records have 
just signed Hank Williams Jr. the only country act 
to be signed since the label established its Nashville 
office last year. Williams still has three albums left in 
his current contract with Warner Bros/Curb. 
Capricorn and its distributor, Warner Bros, have 
reached an agreement under which all subsequent 
Williams product will bear the Capricorn/Curb 
label. The first release under the new arrangement 
is the new single, ‘Hotel Whiskey’, which features a 
guest appearance by Clint Black. His debut album, 
‘Maverick Hotel’ will hit the streets this month. One 
more Bocephus note, if you caught his 
performance on a recent edition of NBC’s Hot 
Country Nights, you saw the first public glimpse of 
his newly-shaved (first time in 15 years) look. 


On the subject of Hot Country Nights, the 
Dick Clark production, initially set to run for six 
consecutive weeks, proved so successful with 
home viewers that, after just three episodes had 
been aired, an order went in for an additional six 
shows. One episode earned NBC the highest rating 
the network has had in the 8 pm time period in 
more than two years. 


Reports from Viewers Choice, exclusive 
national distributor of the telecast of The Judds 
Final Concert in Murfreesboro, Tenn, indicate it 
will be the most successful musical event in pay- 
per-view history. The concert, which was 
sponsored by Kodak, was available to over 18.5 
million addressable pay-per-view households 
throughout the country. 


Speaking of big wins, Garth Brooks’ ‘Ropin’ 
The Wind’ has become the first album to be 


simultaneously certified gold, platinum, double 
platinum, triple platinum, and quadruple platinum 
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FESTIVAL 1992 


Presenting the very best in British Country Music 


EASTER EASTER 

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

i April 18th - April 19th - 
pare Se 2.30pm-10.30pm 2.30pm-10.30pm 


TWO HEARTS 
STU PAGE BAND 
FRANK JENNINGS 
SYNDICATE 
DUFFY BROTHERS 


GOODACRE 


MOTE HALL 


Maidstone Leisure Centre 


ADMISSION: £10 PER DAY OR £25 FOR THREE DAY TICKET 


AVAILABLE FROM: MAIDSTONE LEISURE CENTRE, MOTE PARK, MAIDSTONE, KENT 
: 0622 761111 
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by ... Loudilla, Loretta and Kay Johnson 


says the new album was recorded under an 
extension agreement while the two parties 
negotiated. ‘The contract has run it’s course,’ he 
says. ‘We are talking to other labels.’ 


The Grammys will be the first awards show to 
broadcast in its entirety in the Soviet Union. The 
34th edition of the awards will be seen by 
approximately 160 million viewers in all 15 
republics that once formed the USSR. Previously, 
viewers in Russia had seen only an abbreviated 
15-minute segment of the annual show. On an 
international scale, the Grammys are expected to 
be seen in more than 80 countries when they are 
broadcast on the 25th of this month from Radio 
City Music Hall in New York. 


Conway Twitty, who worked 36 dates in 
Branson during 1991, will schedule 75 to 100 
dates there this season, beginning in April. Despite 
the increased schedule in Missouri, Twitty indicates 
he has no plans to open his own place there, as has 
been rumoured. His Twitty City complex in 
Hendersonville, Tenn, has been for sale for about a 
year and a half but will continue operation as long 
Anne Murray as he has no buyer. 

Japan’s first full-time country radio station 
began broadasting at the beginning of this year via 
KTYO in Tokyo. 


by the Recording Industry Association of America. 
The album was certified at all five sales levels. The 
only other recording which has come close to 
achieving this feat was last year’s Vanilla Ice rap 


strincht “Rodina esiremsen Elvis Presley's Graceland mansion has been 


placed on the National Register of Historic Places 
by the National Park Service. George Berklacey, 
park service spokesman, says, ‘it’s very rare that a 
site is placed on the register when it’s the home ofa 
famous person whose achievements are less than 
50 years old’. 


Anne Murray ends her 20-year association 
with Capitol Records after the release of a new 
album in March or April. Leonard Rambeau, 
president of Murray’s Toronto-based Balmur Ltd, 


News Briefs: Bill Nelson, 33 year old son of 
the legendary Willie Nelson, apparently committed 
suicide by hanging himself with a cord early 
Christmas morning at his home in Goodlettsville, 
TN. @ Lee Greenwood is engaged to marry (his 


POA OEEEM EEL OLE BOT 


MARY DUFF 
CHARLIE 
S&S LANDSBOROUGH 
CAROLE & BOB NEWMAN @~ 
v, TRACY ELSDON 
MEMPHIS ROOTS 
STEVE SCOTT & RIO 
SLIM PICKENS 


While on holiday in Nashville, USA, Jeff Cliffson 
and his wife, Joan, spent several nights in Gilleys 
Bar. One evening they held a vocalist contest and 
Joan persuaded Cliff to have ago and try his luck. 
He was the only Brit against 16 American 
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| me 


—— Conway Twitty 


fifth) Kimberly Payne, a former beauty queen who 
was Miss Tennessee in 1989. An April wedding is 
planned. ® John Denver has filed for divorce and 
joint custody of his 2% year old daughter. @ Marty 
Haggard, reportedly fully recovered from a 1988 
head injury and in top form after months of lifting 
weights and jogging, has been back in the studio 
working on new projects and has a full touring 
schedule on the books for the year. @ Chris 
LeDoux returns to the recording studio for work on 
his next album for Capitol Nashville with Jimmy 
Bowen producing. @ The first single from Linda 
Davis’ second Capitol Nashville album comes out 
this month. She heads to Switzerland in March. 
@ Brooks and Dunn are country’s hottest new duo 
on Arista Records, Nashville’s most successful and 
most talked about new label. The title song from 
their debut album ‘Brand New Man’ was a number 
one smash. The second single, ‘My Next Broken 
Heart’ is currently in the top ten. @ Janie Fricke was 
in Florida recently to tape a segment for the 
upcoming Children’s Miracle Network Telethon 
which will air live from Disneyland 30th-31st May. 
Part of the taping of ‘I Want To Grow Old With 
You’ included her singing with trained pigeons. ‘I 
have to admit I was a bit nervous when they told 
me I would be singing with pigeons, but it all 
worked out great, said a relieved Janie. 
@ Shenandoah, inducted into the Country Music 
Hall of Fames’ Walkway Of The Stars, has signed a 
new contract with RCA. 


contestants. You can imagine Jeff's delight when 
he was announced the winner and awarded the 
trophy which Jeff and his wife are holding in our 
picture. 

Well done ! 


START A COLLECTION FROM JIM SILVERTHORN’S 
EXTENSIVE LIBRARY OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTES 


IN ANTIQUE SEPIA, BLACK/WHITE OR COLOUR 


For details contact: 
Jim Silverthorn, 11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 4QuJ. 
Telephone 0272 671067. 
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AS WE GO TO PRESS — 


No.1 Again In The States 


ARTH BROOKS’ ‘Ropin’ The Wind’ returned to the 

No. 1 Spot in the Billboard Rock Album Charts — 

the third time this album has achieved this feat since first 

setting records by being the first country album ever to 
DEBUT in this chart at No. 1 in September 1991. 

The album has now held down the top spot in the Rock charts for ten 


weeks as well as having a continuous run at No. 1 in the Country charts for 
18 weeks. ‘Garth Brooks: The Phenomena of 1991’ see Centre Pages. 
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Radio Presenters: 


HAVE YOU 
GOT 


EMMYLOU’S 
CD YET ? 


WARNER Bros_ Nashville 
International are now sending 
their latest country releases 
straight from Nashville every 
month via Serengeti Records 
who are handling the distri- 
bution for the UK. 


Sarah Wells. who is 
responsible for this operation. 
was jubiliant at the _ initial 
response from the radio 
presenters with last month’s 
effort. 


Most country music 
presenters and journalists should 
be receiving product. If you're 
not. drop a line. on official 
headed paper, to Sarah Wells. 
Serengeti Records, 43a Old 
Woking Road. West Byfleet. 
Weybridge, Surrey. KT14 6LG. 
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N over 30 years, it was possibly the largest event in the village 

of Lobinstown — Tom Duff's daughter was getting married 

and not since 1954, when he had come home with the All 

Ireland Football Medal (which Mary always wears when on TV) 

had there been such a big event in the village. Now he was only 
Mary Duff's father. 


We had gathered at Lobinstown Church, on 9th January, to 
celebrate the wedding of Mary to Paul and it’s hard to keep yourself busy 
when you are waiting for the Bride to finish her hair and harder still when 
she has to go back home for her bouquet. 


When Stephen Milne, from Mary’s band, started to play everybody 
turned their heads for the arrival of the Bride. She swept in looking 
marvellous as always, with everybody wondering was she 21 or 31? (it’sa 
well kept secret and none of their business anyhow!) There were three 
priests on the altar — this was big stuff. It was suggested on Father Brian 
D’arcy’s behalf that the farmers may like to go off and do the milking to 
return later for the end of the ceremony. Nobody left. But it did 
emphasise the fact that this was rural Ireland, a small village where the 
weekly train last stopped in the 1940s, the sort of friendly village that 
could only breed a country singer. 


Brendan Blake was singing in Church. I was a little surprised at a 
comedian singing sacred songs, but he is obviously a man of many talents. 
True to Mary’s form all the readings were by the couple’s family and 
friends — it was a wedding; not an excuse to impress the neighbours by 
having well known faces at the altar. To bring a perfect ending to a 
wonderful ceremony Mary sang her favourite hymn for Paul. 


During the reception at the Carrickdale Hotel, near Dundalk, there 
was the usual conversation about how Mary and Paul were made for each 
other, everyone knew they would be happy together. ‘A match made in 
Heaven’ according to the old ladies, who always seem to have an intimate 
knowledge of such things. After the friendly wedding speeches it was 
down to the serious business and we all knew this was going to be good 
‘entertainment’. 


Aidan Cunningham with his partner was providing the fun and it was 
not long before someone got the bright idea to bring the star quests on 
stage. Long before Mary Duff, the local hero in the area, had been a lady 
who held the unique distinction of holding the Irish record for the ‘most 
weeks at No. 1’ with ‘One Day At A Time’, we heard from Gloria who 
proved that she is still as good as the rest. Susan McCann, fresh from the 
UK Country Charts, was next singing about ‘Speed At The Sound Of 
Loneliness’. There were several other singers including Shaun Cuddy 
who is also getting married shortly; Patrice, John Collier; and The 
Laughing Policeman, who was unable to fix my parking tickets, but still 
kept laughing. 


Emmylou Harris once had a very famous Hot Band but the band at 
Mary’s wedding were even hotter. All of them — Alan, two Stephens, 
John, Richard, Aidan, Marty and Manus — had been in, or were still, 
members of Mary’s band and it was refreshing to see that they were all still 
great players and friends. 


Of course, without doubt, the real showstopper was the Bride who 
sang four songs. We all thought she was going to cry during ‘Yellow 
Roses’ with Gloria adding a touch of class singing harmony. She also 
stunned the audience by performing one of her favourite songs, ‘River 


Deep Mountain High’, a Tina Turnersong. Thisis an extremely raunchy’ 


song during which we expected Mary to hitch the long cream lace 
wedding dress over her shoulder and like Tina give us a flash of her legs. 
Alll saw was her radiant smile. 


Avid TV watchers will be familiar with ‘Little House On The Prairie’ 
or even ‘The Waltons’, both of which tell of a mythical world where the 
people are pleasant throughout, sincere and caring. I thought people like 
these didn’t exist until | met them all at Mary and Paul’s wedding. Good 


k to them both. 
luck to them bo PAUL EGAN 


Mary Du ‘and Paul McKenna pictured after their wedding at The Holy Cross 
Church, Lobinstown, on 9th January, 1992. 
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BEANS 
BOUNCE 
BACK ! 


SINCE Mac retired from Spill 


The Beans last year, Sue and 
Tony have been busy working 
on a new show, and they are 
now going out as Spill The 
Beans Duo. 


Their diary is filling up fast and 
they have also been offered 
work in the States. 


STUBBY HAS 
NOT LEFT 
LEMON GRASS 


THE latter end of 1991 seems to 
have taken it’s toll on the throats 
of a number of artists on the 
circuit including Stubby’s 
(Lemon Grass). Every singer 
dreads the moment when they 
cannot produce their best and 
Stubby is no exception. 


Rather than risk causing 
permanent damage by singing 
with a throat infection Stubby 
had to miss a number of shows. 
During this time Malcolm and 
Geoff were fortunate enough to 
get Nicky James to stand in on 
some dates, Craig Duggan (ex 
Borderline) on two or three and 
the remainder saw Lemon Grass 
as a duo (which is, after all, how 
they started). 


Lemon Grass would like to 
make it clear that Stubby has not 
left the band, and they are 
hoping the year ahead will be as 
fruitful as the last. 


They also have a new address: 
Seafield House, Pine Terrace, 
Silloth, Cumbria, CA5 4DT. 
Telephone 06973 31719/ 
61014, mobile 0831 619179. 
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TWO HEARTS TO SPLIT 


THE award winning duo of Ginny Brown and Tammy Cline. 
collectively known as the ‘Two Hearts’ have announced that they will 
cease to perform together in the UK as from the end of April this year. 
(Their last UK show will, in fact, be on Easter Saturday at the 
Good’n’Country Festival at the Maidstone Leisure Centre.) 


Tammy has decided that she 
needs to take time off from 
touring and intends to con- 
centrate more on her career in 
local broadcasting and future 
television opportunities. 


‘It's been a really enjoyable 
four years with Ginny as Two 
Hearts and | will certainly miss 
the performances and_ the 
enthusiastic audiences we 
played to in the theatres 
throughout the country.’ said 
Tammy. ‘but I feel that I need a 
rest from the road, and there are 
other things career-wise I would 
like to do. | believe this is the 
right time for me to make a 
change.’ 


Ginny Brown intends to put a 
new show together with her 
band and is in the process of 
recording some new solo 
material. ‘Tammy and I had a 
great time together, not only as 
musical partners but also 
because we have always been 
close friends and that is very 
important when you work so 
closely with someone for a long 
period of time. It’s obviously sad 
in a way but we will always be 
friends and I am looking forward 
to a new challenge.’ 


Neither Ginny nor Tammy 
ruled out the possibility of them 
getting back together for special 
shows at some time in the near 
future. 


Seeking Best 
British 
Sausage 
Song 


THE British Sausage Bureau has 
launched a quest to find the best 
sausage song of the year in the 
1992 British Sausage Song 
Contest. 


Prizes include a professional 
recording session, a state-of-the- 
art electronic keyboard and five 
runner-up prizes of a year’s 
supply of sausages. 


All songsmiths have to do is 
submit a cassette and lyric sheet 
of their composition which 
should be unpublished and in 
praise of the great British 
sausage. 


The winning song will receive 
a public premiere in central 
London at the end of March. 
Closing date for entries is 2nd 
March, 1992. and further details, 
full rules and entry forms are 
available from British Sausage 
Song Contest. British Sausage 
Bureau. 26 Fitzroy Square. 
London AIP 6BT. Tel. 071 388 
7421. 
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CHARITY NIGHT 
FOR BAND 
MEMBER 


A special charity event for Trevor 
Gibb, member of the Susan McCann 
Band, was held at the Carrickdale 
Hotel. Dundalk, Co. Meath, on 23rd 
January. 


Trevor developed a tumour behind 
his eye and has had five operations. 
Another charity evening is to be held 
at the Galtymore, Cricklewood, 
London, on the 10th of this month. 


COUNTRY 
RETURNS 
TO FOX FM 


DUE to overwhelming public 
demand Fox FM are re-instating 
country music to their schedules 
with immediate effect. What's 
more, the new programme, 
Classic Country. is to be 
presented by Stuart Cameron in 
a peak time slot on Sunday 
afternoons between 2 and 4 pm. 
replacing the David Hamilton 
Show. 


With both BBC Radio Oxford 
and Radio 210 FM taking off 
their country shows. Fox FM is 
now the only radio station in 
Oxfordshire to have a counry 
music programme. 


Stuart Cameron said: ‘The 
support from the public has been 
tremendous and I’m thrilled that 
Fox FM have recognised that 
there is a huge audience for 
country music. 


Fox FM is available on 
102.6 FM. 


New Album 
and Tour For 
Don Williams 


DON WILLIAMS returns to the 
UK next month, aftera two anda 
half year absence, on his 20th 
anniversary world tour. The tour 
coincides with the release of his 
brand new RCA album ‘Current’ 
on 2nd March. 


SARAH’S FAN 
CLUB SHOW 


SARAH JORY’S annual Fan Club 
get together will be held at the 
Rougemont Hotel, Queen Street, 
Exeter, on Saturday, 28th March, 
1992. Special guest will be Eddie 
Blackstone. Tickets, limited, are 
£12. 
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IGAN based Johnny Blue Band 

has been around for about four 

years but has only made a real impact 

during the last twelve months, which has 

seen them play several important venues 

including the Essex Festival and 

Glasgow’s Grand Ole Opry, there they 

have established themselves as firm 
favourites. 


The band has recorded two cassettes, ‘Always 
On My Mind’ and ‘Country And Western’. and a 
compact disc is in the planning stage. The current 
line up is Johnny Blue (lead vocals, guitar), his son 
Dean (steel. vocals), Johnny Sharples (bass guitar, 
vocals) and Alan Henthorn (drums). 


—— Pete Naden 


Blackpool's favourite son Pete Naden is now 
touring with his new band The Honest Truth. 
whose line up features a talented young guitarist 
from Stoke by the name of Kevin Blake. 


I hadn't heard of Will LeBlanc until the 
mailman disturbed me delivering a heavy package 
containing three of this guy’s cassette tapes. I know 
him now to be a Houston, Texas. based 
singer/writer who has created his own no holds 
barred style of music. A short description of the 
sound LeBlanc generates is impossible. Will has 
pulled upon several styles of American music — 
cajun and zydeco. from his native Louisiana. 
western swing from Oklahoma. Texas blues, 
traditional and contemporary country — to create 
what is in essence Swamp Swing. The music is 
uncompromising and infectious, the lyrics are hard 
hitting and brutally honest. Will LeBlanc is my kind 
of guy. The two ‘commercial’ tapes I listened to ‘I 
Ain't Lost’ and ‘Solo Reunion’, a minor works of 
art in their own way. The third tape is unique in that 
it contains four LeBlanc songs and an Ellen Leib 
barrative to accompany the children’s book ‘Your 
Special Quest’, Will LeBlanc will be heard of again 
and again. 


Still in Texas.but moving to Austin where 
Henry Vestine recorded ‘Guitar Gangster’ (New 
Rose — CD and vinyl). Vestine, one of the truly 
great rock guitarists. began picking at the age of 
eleven and two years later moved to Los Angeles to 
cut his first singles. By the time he was twenty, 
Henry had begun a two year stint with Frank 
Zappa’s Mothers Of Invention then, in 1966 he 
joined Canned Heat, a band he was in and out of 
six times. Henry Vestine currently lives in Oregon 
where he leads the Nightcrawlers and the Rent 
Party Band. Vestine was invited to record in Austin 
by Evan John whose wonderful vocals grace most 
of the 16 CD tracks. John also produced and 
picked guitar on the sessions along with his fellow 


H Bombs member, bassist Dan McCann. Fans of 
rock and contemporary blues electric guitar will 
simply adore this one. Sample the personalised 
numbers: ‘Henry's Boogie’. ‘Henry Comes To 
Austin. ‘Oh Henry and ‘Henry's Blues’. 
Guaranteed to keep you rocking ! 


Beaumont and Houston. Texas. were the 
favourite recording locations of the great electric 
bluesman Johnny Winter. Johnny’s influence on 
the contemporary Texas scene and the worldwide 
rock arena has been grossly under estimated. 
Maybe one day some dedicated observer will put 
this right. Until then we must let our ears make that 
decision and the Thunderbolt label will certainly 
help us as they dig into the vaults. discover some 
gems and release compact discs such as ‘Blue 
Suede Shoes. a 17 tracker that spans the years 
1959 to 1968. This slim volume documents the 
Winter career from his very first recordings to his 
last before making it big as an international rock 
star. Here you will find solo numbers. simple 
combo backings and more complex horn based 
accompaniments. Here you will find Johnny in 
several guises: as Jerry Jones and Johnny Winter. 
as leader of the Party Boys. with his famed band 
and simply as Johnny Winter. vocal and guitar. 
Hear the raw talent develop. feel the excitement 
build as you listen to Winter's unmistakable 
treatments of Perkins’ ‘Blue Suede Shoes’. The 
Everly’s ‘| Wonder If I Care As Much’. Harry 
Choates Cajun classic ‘Jole Blon’. Sam -Cooke’s 
‘Bring It On Home’ and John D, Loudermilk’s ‘Bad 
News’. And there is so much more ! 


Moving north to the ‘Big Apple’ and 
‘Greetings From New York City’ (New Rose — CD 
and vinyl) from cult hero Robert Gordon. An 
unsung rockabilly star. Gordon. on his lastest ‘live’ 
album. shows just why he is so beloved by multi- 
generations of New Yorkers. The 14 song 
programme is not totally rockabilly. though those 
sounds predominate with songs from Jack Scott. 
Ray Sharpe and the Bumette Brothers. but has 
sterling performances of classic rhythm and blues 


By PETE SMITH 


and rock'n'roll hits. Writers include Willie Dixon. 
Llovd Price. Leiber and Stoller and a couple from 
the pen of Marshall Crenshaw. Britain’s Chris 
Spedding provides the electric guitar backing on 
this most desirable collection. 


Dropping south to Nashville. Charley Pride’s 
latest album “Classics With Pride’ (Ritz — CD and 
cassette) offers a short history of country music in 
modern times. With 16 cover versions that run 
from Hank Locklin’s ‘Please Help Me I'm Falling’ 
to Aaron Tippin’s ‘You've Got To Stand For 
Something’. from Leroy Van Dyke's ‘Walk On By” 
to Garth Brooks’ ‘If Tomorrow Never Comes’. 
from Charlie Rich's ‘The Most Beautiful Girl In The 
World’. I guarantee you have no other album like 
this in vour collection. Pride’s massive volume of 
record sales over the years have proven the quality 
of his voice and his sense of country so to use the 
word ‘outstanding’ in the context of this collection 
is not going over the top. 


‘Legend In His Time’ is an apt description of 
the late Rov Orbison and a good title for this new 
compact disc release by Magnum Force. The 
material is not new comprising of most of the 1967 
album ‘Sings Don Gibson’ and most of the 
‘Regeneration’ album released a decade later. 
When one listens to the Big O's interpretations of 
Gibson’s songs ‘A Legend In My Time’. ‘I'm 
Hurting’ and ‘Too Soon To Know’. one can't help 
feeling that Don wrote them especially for Roy. 
Orbison began his career as a country singer. 
deviated to pop. returned to country and finished 
in pop. But for all the chart hits Roy will always be 
to me a first class country stylist. 17 tracks include 
‘Tm A Southern Man’. ‘Born To Love You’. 
‘Lonesome Number One’. ‘Blue. Blue Day’ and 
‘Old Love Song’. 


On the move once again we head west to San 
Francisco to meet the very talented Eddie Ray 
Porter. Pianist. guitarist. songwriter. Porter fuses 
country. blues and rock in such a way that he has 
been compared to Bruce Springsteen. Van 


Happy Birthday to all Aquarians and Pisceans including 


L___ Dan Seals 


1 RAY SAWYER and DON EVERLY 
2 HOWARD BELLAMY (Bellamy Brothers) 
3 LINDA HARGROVE 
5 CLAUDE KING and HENSON CARGILL 
7 GRAHAM WALKER (Rivendel) 
8 DAN SEALS 
9 JOEELY 
12 MOE BANDY and FRANK JENNINGS 
13 JIM McREYNOLDS (Jim and Jesse) 
14 RAZZY BAILEY 
17 JOHNNY BUSH 
20 BUFFY SAINTE MARIE 
23 RUSTY YOUNG (Poco) 
26 JOHNNY CASH 
27 CHUCK GLASER (Glaser Brothers) 
28 JOE SOUTH 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 


IFIRIEIE! 


THIS MONTH 
‘SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
—— SUPER — 
COUNTRY ALBUM 


If you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligible. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
British Isles 
Europe and 

Rep of Ireland 
USA ‘Canada 


(Au Mail 
Australia 
New Zealand 


\Air Mail 


£19.50 
£21.50 


£26.00 


Last Months Winner 


Mr. Nigel J. Balshaw, Weaver Avenue, Burscough, Lancs, 


who will receive Trisha Yearwood’s latest album. 
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Roy Orbison 


Morrison and Bob Dylan. Porter's third album for 
the New Rose label. ‘°3 — Letter To Mary’ (CD 
only). has eleven songs. self written and performed 
in such a way that one can readilu see why he has 
been compared to such illustrious forces. A strong 
lurics man is our Eddie Ray. 


Let's go to Missouri. This month I seem to be 
talking about great guitarists. Already I've 
discussed Henry Vestine and Johnny Winter. now 
to Cub Koda. leader of the renowned country rock 
outfit Brownsville Station. now free to handle 
whatever project takes his fancy. After breaking up 
Brownsville Station Koda took on a band name 
Mugsy. renamed them the Points and cut one 
album for the Baron label. The album was unique 
in that never before had such a small label put so 
much into promotion. photos. lapel badges. the job 
lot. Musical differences between the company and 
Koda put an end to that relationship and also to the 
Points. Thatmone album ‘Cub Koda And The 
Points’ has been re-issued by New Rose on their 
Fan Club label (CD only). The eleven songs have 
the sound that is now staple diet in the Austin clubs 
— a mix of country. blues, R&B. rock'n'roll and 
rockabilly, with six originals and five covers, 
including the song that should have been a big hit 
single for them. Rudy Grayzell’s ‘Ducktail’. 


‘Cadillac Jack’ and ‘Sneakers On A Rooster’. 
essential listening even a dozen years on ! 


Johnny McEvoy 


Let us leave America briefly and cross the 
Atlantic to Ireland. Johnny McEvoy. one-time king 
of the Irish scene is back with a bang. ‘The Original 
Johnny McEvoy’ (Play — CD) shows John to have 
lost none of his vocal prowess and to have 
developed into a first rate writer. The 13 songs 
include ‘Runaround Angel’. ‘The Band Played Red 
River Valley’. ‘Lincoln's Army’. ‘Michael (Beal-na- 
mBlath 1922)’ and ‘Long Way From The Sun’, A 
superb album. 


Popular entertainer Billy McFarland has ‘The 
Country And Irish Collection Volume 1’, a video 
on release. Recorded at the Leighinmohr House 
Hotel and featuring picturesque shots of 
Ballymena and Omagh. the film has a nice. easy 
paced nine songs: ‘Royal Telephone:. ‘A Little 
Piece At A Time’. ‘Molly Malone’. ‘No Tears My 
Lady’. ‘Rathlin Island’, ‘Roses Love Sunshine’ 
‘Spinning Wheel’. ‘Cottage By The Lea’ 
‘Goodnight Irene’. Gentle and relaxing 
entertainment. 


Ann Breen has re-recorded her greatest hit 
‘Pal Of My Cradle Days’. The song was originally 
recorded ten years ago and earned a place in the 
Guiness Book Of Records for the first single to stay 
in the British top 100 for almost two years. 
Throughout the last decade the song has been 
amongst the most requested and has been covered 
by many artists. But Ann Breen’s interpretation 
remains the best and this new recording on Play 
Records will surely emulate the success of the 
original. 


That's it for this time. Till next. remember 
there are stars in the southern sky. 
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45th ALL BRITISH COUNTRY 
MUSIC WORTHING FESTIVAL 


THE prestigious All British Country Music Festival, held in 
and around the Pavilion Theatre, Worthing, west Sussex, 
over the August Bank Holiday weekend (Friday, 28th 
August to Sunday, 30th August) reaches it’s 15th Year. 
Another terrific line up is promised including several old 
favourites supported by some of our very talented 
newcomers. 

Tickets priced from £4, weekend tickets offering big 
savings from £23.50, and are available now from the 
Pavilion Box Office on 0903 820500. 


By the way, on their press release they point out that the 
festival is not the place to fire guns, raise flags or chew 


Festival 
Briefs 


NUMEROUS Festivals are 
planned for Pontins. They 
have announced six major 
country style _ festivals 
commencing with a 5 day 
event at St Mary’s Bay, 
Torquay, on  16th—21st 
April; Prestatyn Sands, 
North Wales, 2nd—9th May: 
two at Hemsby, near Gt. 
Yarmouth, in September/ 
October: and Brean Sands, 
Burnham-on-Sea, in Octo- 
ber. Watch press for details 
or phone 0772 621621. 


BUTLIN’S have several events in 
the pipe line but have still to 
finalise details. One date that 
has been changed from pre- 
viously announced is at Ayr 
when the four-day festival will 
be held 17th to 20th October. 


MORECAMBE have gone back 
to the Big Top Festival site for 


straw! You don’t have to be a cowboy to be country! 


5th COUNTRY 
FESTIVAL AT 
WELSHPOOL 


THE 5th Country Music Festival will 
again be held on Sunday, 19th July, 
at the County Showground, Welsh- 
pool, in the heart of mid Wales, with 
Powys Castle in the background. 


Proceeds in aid of the Heulwen 
Trust, a charity that provides boating 
holidays on the Welshpool! Canal for 
handicapped children launched in 
1976 by Prince Charles. 


This year’s line up consist of Fever, 
Jess Owen and the Caretakers, Rio 
Grande, Candy Mountain, Syd 
Newman, Delta Dawn, Mathew Car, 
Cactus, Paul Challinor plus Dutch’s 
Country Disco. Steve Farrar is 
compere and promoter. 


Camping and caravanning is also 
provided on this beautiful site. Last 
year £9000 plus was raised and this 
year they are hoping to raise more. 


Anyone requiring details or posters 
can ring Steve Farrar on 0432 
355965. All the usual side shows and 
trade stands will be present. 


their seventh International 
. Festival of Country Music to 
be held on 22nd—25th May. 
The  McCarters, Mark 
O'Connor, David Frizzell 
and Raymond Froggatt head 
the line up of artists. 
Weekend tickets cost £35, 
full day tickets £11, and 


Big Rod Talbot is hanging up his boots and (together with his 
wife) withdrawing from the festival front to devote more time to 
his family and supposedly Scottow Barn functions. 


But the Strumpshaw Festival is still rolling. Joint founders 


ONE of the events organised for 
Easter is the Good’n’Country 
Festival which will take place at: 
Maidstone Leisure Centre. Mote 
Park. Maidstone. commencing 
on Good Friday for three days 
(17th—19th April) with the shows 
running from 2.30 until 10.30 
pm daily. 

The whole festival is being 
planned and staged as a joint 


venture between Maidstone 
Council and the Good'n’ 
Country Organisation. 


Adjacent to the Mote Concert 
Hall is the Invicta Hall which will 
be laid out with stalls with 
records, tapes. western wear, 
etc. You can get up anytime 
during the concert and walk 
through to the Invicta Hall and 
browse. or go along to the bar for 
drinks or food. 


Acts so far confirmed are: 
Raymond Froggatt, Sarah Jory, 
Two Hearts, Frank Jennings, 
Mary Duff. Stu Page Band, 
Charlie Landsborough, Carole 
Gordon and Bob Newman, 
Haley Sisters, Duffy Brothers, 
Memphis Roots, Small. Town 
Romance, Pan For Gold, Steve 
Scott and Rio. 


Tickets are £10 for one day or 
£25 for three days. The three- 
day concessions have to be 
taken up by 31st March, 1992, 
latest. Tickets obtainable from 
box office on 0622 761111. 
Anyone interested in stall space 
contact Alan Stirling on 0622 
672443. 
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DON’T PANIC ! 


IF you hear that the Strumpshaw (Norfolk) Country Music 
Festival is finished, the answer is its not. The truth is (as predicted 
by Frank Howe in his December column) that there are some 
changes at the top in the Norfolk country music scene. 


T’S 
FESTIVAL 
TIME 
| AGAIN 


Like holidays, now’s the time to sort out the 
festivals you are going to attend. To help you 
with your choice here’s a round up of 
information so far received. 


Clubs Combine To New One 


Promote Yate Festival 


THE Yate Country Music 
Festival. organised by Yate 
CMC. has run for the last three 
years. For 1992 the fourth 
festival will take place on 
Saturday. 11th July. The costs 
and logistics of running such an 
event have now outgrown the 
ability of Yate CMC’s facilities 
and they have now been joined 
by Fry's CMC of Keynsham. 
Bristol. and Badger Creek CMC 


Arms, North Road. Yate. Bristol. ° 
during the day and at King 
Edmunds School, Sunbridge 
Park, Yate. during the evening. 


The confirmed line up at the time of 
going to press includes Poacher. Stu 
Page Band. Stroller. Nicky James. 
Iona and Andy. Ida Red and Eddie 
Blackstone. 


The very popular get together on 
Friday evening will again take place at 
the Cod with Nicky James appearing. 


For 
Scotland 


IN the heart of the Scottish 
Borders, which should make a 
marvellous backdrop, the first 
country music festival to be held in 
Galashiels will be held at the 
Volunteer Hall in and around the 
town on 10th and 11th July, 1992. 


The line up includes John C. 


King, Texas Gun, Silver, Kickin’. 
The Dust, Stars and Stripes, 


of Stroud, Glos, in the 
promotion of this event. 


Free caravan parking and camping 
is available and ample free car 


; : } parking (large vehicles can be Tommy Truesdale plus local acts, 
The festival will be heldin the — accommodated. preferably with y p ; 
: ; outdoor buskers, gun fights, 
grounds of the Codrington advance notice). 


_kiddies entertainment and more. 
YOR Oooo 


An Early Holiday ? 
This One’s For You 


MULLION Holiday Park’s Country and Western Festival to be 
held on 10th April, 1992, is proving to be very popular and 
bookings are already showing an increase over last year. 


All to make your stay in 
Galashiels a time that you will 
always remember in this fabulous 
scenery. 


<2 


For further details regarding 
festival and accommodation call 
Mike Firth on 0750 20897 (office) 
or 0750 20689 (home). 


Sonia Meaden, spokesperson for Mullion Holiday Park said: 
‘I believe this is due to the success of last year’s event and the 
special care that we have taken to ensure that the programme has 
something for everyone to take part in and enjoy. We took note of 
what our visitors and traders told us last year and we are really 
looking forward to the music, dancing and shoot-outs.’ 


Same Venue 
For Stockport 


AFTER having their venue 
altered almost at the eleventh 
hour last year the organisers 
have secured the Centre Stage 
Romiley Forum again for their 
Stockport Country Music 
Festival. to be held on 11th and 
12th July. 1992. 


The event starts at 7 pm 
Saturday evening with Plain 
Loco, Dillinger. Cross Country, 
and, from the US, Scotty 
Alexander. On Sunday after- 
noon, 1 pm. The Haley Sisters, 
Dave Sheriff, Lemon Grass and 
Silver are the artists, and in the 


In addition this year there will be a Bonanza Weekend of fun 
and entertainment open to all country and western fans and their 
families, whether staying at the holiday park or not. There will bea 
three counties parade, western displays, trading posts, barbecue 
and dancing, local craft fair, all day saloon and a professional 
showcase with cash prizes. 


Bands or singers that would like to take part in the showcase 
please contact Gail Massey at Mullion Holiday Park on 0326 
240 000. Demo tape will be required if possible. 
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Further details see advert elsewhere in this publication. 
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Fun Packed Event In 


BILLED as ‘Yorkshire’s biggest 
fun packed country music 
event’, Roundhay Promotions 
presents Leeds first country 
music festival on 7th—9th 
August, 1992, at Temple 
Newsam Estate, Leeds. 


A good line up of artists including 
the Budgie Coleman Band. Greg 


Yorkshire 


Tickets for the full weekend cost 


"£15 per adult prebooked, £20 on 


gate. Single day £7.50 and £10 on 
gate. Children under 15 accom- 
panied by paying adult, free. They are 
available from Gary Lewis, 16 Neville 
Avenue, Leeds LS9 OJZ. 


evening Stroller, Kickin’ The 
Dust and Fever appear. The DJ 
for all shows is lan Ashcroft. 


Tickets are available from Box 
Office (061 430 6570) and are 
priced Saturday evening £7: 
Sunday afternoon £6: and 
Sunday evening £7. Weekend 
ticket £16. 


Lindsay and Diane Baker have taken over the helm with past band 
agent Gill Needs and husband Colin coming in as joint directors. 
So from the bands point of view there will be no changes. You’re 
dealing with the same person. 


evening tickets £7 (Friday) 
and £8 the others. Tele- 
phone 0524 582803 for 
further info. 


Hamilton, Bob King, Rollin Steel on 
Friday evening: Bill Conlon, Jim 
Ryder. Dillinger. Bob McKinlay 
Band. Cindy and Dave on Saturday 
afternoon: Stu Page Band. Jeannie 
Dee Band, Cross Country, Don Allan 
Band, Muldoon Brothers on Satur- 
day evening: Linda Cassady, West 
Virginia, Kristina and the Kachina 
Band. Kickin’ The Dust. New Dawn 
Trio, Lemon Grass on Sunday 
afternoon: Fever. Haley Sisters. Jon 
J, Paul Band finished off the Sunday 
evening. 


DO YOU NEEDA 
COUNTRY/WESTERN 
DANCE INSTRUCTOR? 
TOP QUALIFIED 
INSTRUCTORS AVAILABLE 
CONTACT 
MALCOLM AND VIV 


D & G SCHOOL OF DANCE 
3 Church Road, East Huntspill, 
Somerset, TAS 3PG 
Telephone 0278 792233 


So, on the one hand there is a huge change and sorting out to 
be done behind the scenes (the word ‘Norfolk’ disappears with 
Rod’s departure — but everyone called it Strumpshaw any way). 
On the other hand, from the point of view of all us who go along to 
enjoy ourselves, there will be very little change indeed, with lots 
of the old familiar faces about, so come along and enjoy 
yourselves as usual. 


AFTER the success of last year’s 
event the Great North Festival 
is again to be held at Witton 
Castle, Bishop Auckland, on 
31st July to 2nd August, 1992. 
Everyone who attended last 
year’s stated it was ‘one not to 
be missed’. Further details 
from Liz 091 586 8050 or John 
0429 236561. 


Lindsay would like to convey his most grateful thanks to the 
Key family for their full and continued support. Enquiries 
telephone 0603 716379 or 0603 413863. 


A host of other attractions including 
an American car and caravanette 
show. side shows, stalls; beer tents. 
hot and cold food and children’s 
activities. 
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MAURICE HOPE 


THE BLUEGRASS ALBUM 
BAND 


THE BLUEGRASS ALBUM VOL. 1 
Rounder CD 0140 (import) 

Distributed by Topic Records 

BLUE RIDGE CABIN HOME: WE CAN'T BE 
DARLINGS ANYMORE: MOLLY AND 
TENBROOKS: | BELIEVE IN YOU DARLING: 
MODEL CHURCH: ON MY WAY BACK TO THE 
OLD HOME: GONNA SETTLE DOWN: TOY 
HEART: PAIN IN MY HEART: CHALK UP 
ANOTHER ONE: RIVER OF DEATH. 


Traditional bluegrass music at it’s very 
best, great vocals supplemented with 
profound pickin’. Back in 1980 five 
gifted musicians got together to lay 
down an authentic old timey 
bluegrass album — namely, JD. 
Crowe  (banjo/baritone _ vocal), 
Bobby Hicks (fiddle/bass vocal), 
Doyle Lawson (mandolin/tenor 
vocal), Todd Phillips (bass) and Tony 
Rice (guitar/lead vocal). So well 
received was this debut venture that 
they’ve notched up another four 
superb albums. 


With the advent of the compact 
disc format, you can now savour this 
gorgeous dovetailed harmony-filled 
collection in real style. Tony Rice’s 
impeccable incisive lead vocals reel 
off the material with consumate ease, 
with Bill Monroe’s ‘Molly And 
Tenbrooks’ a suitable benchmark. 


Also from Monroe we have the crisply 
delivered ‘On My Way Back To The 
Old Home’ alongside the close 
harmony gospel gem ‘River Of 
Death’ and a simply devine ‘Toy 
Heart’. Other highlights feature their 
gorgeous rendering of a trad ‘Model 
Church’, the close harmonies simply 
have to be heard. J.D.’s banjo opens 
brightly on Lester Flatt’s ‘Gonna 
Settle Down’, soon joined by the rest 
for some inspired pickin’ plus Rice’s 
fine. strong lead. A formula repeated 
on ‘Pain In My Heart’ and on the ‘run’ 
decorated ‘Blue Ridge Cabin Home’. 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


RAMBLIN’ 

Smithsonian Folkways/ 
Rounder CD SF 40042 (import) 
Distributed by Topic Records 


RAMBLIN’ ON MY MIND: ME AND MY 
CHAUFFEUR: MOTHERLESS CHILDREN: 
MALTED MILK BLUES: DISGUSTED: JUG 
BAND MUSIC: STOP BREAKIN’ DOWN: DROP 
DOWN DADDY: LITTLE DARLING PAL OF 
MINE: MAKE ME DOWN A PALLET ON YOUR 
FLOOR: JAMBALAYA (ON THE BAYOU): 
GREAT SPECKLED BIRD: YOU'RE GONNA 
NEED THAT PURE RELIGION: SATISFIED 
MIND. 


Lucinda Williams, a folk/blues/ 
country singer-sonqwriter of great 


NEW & BEST SELLERS 


DUST 
HEALS 
& 
NEAL 


CASSETTES £8.49 CDs £12.49 
GARTH BROOKS 
«CINDI CAIN 
* TOMMY CASH 
BETH N. CHAPMAN 
«KIM DOOLITTLE 
*CLEVE FRANCIS 
EMMY LOU HARRIS 
«CHARLIE LOUVIN 
RESTLESS HEART Best Of 
* JEANNIE C. RILEY 
* TANYA TUCKER 


TONY JOE WHITE 


Ropin the Wind 

Where Memories Live 
25th Anniversary 

Beth Neilsen Chapman 
Better Off Blue 
Lovelight 

Atthe Ryman 

50 Years of Music 


Here's Jeannie C. 
Lizzie & Rainman (comp) 
Closer to Truth 


TRISHA YEARWOOD Trisha Yearwood 


*No Cassette 


CASSETTES £8.99 CDs £13.99 


SUZY BOGGUSS 
BROOKS & DUNN 


Aces 
Brand New Man 


PAULETTE CARLSON Love Goes On 


JOE DIFFIE 

LEE GREENWOOD 
GEORGE JONES 
SAMMY KERSHAW 
JIM LAUDERDALE 
TRACY LAWRENCE 
PATTY LOVELESS 
RONNIE McDOWELL 
PRAIRIE OYSTER 
COLYN RAYE 
REMINGTONS 
TOM RUSSELL 
SAWYER BROWN 
S.AE. DAN SEALS 
GEORGE STRAIT 
B. J. THOMAS 
PAM TILLIS 
TRAVIS TRITT 
CHRIS WALL 
STEVE WARINER 
TOM WOPAT 


RECORD SAVINGS 

3 WHITE LION WALK 
BANBURY, OXON 
OX16 8UD 

Tel: (0295) 267378 


RECORD SAVINGS OFFER 
AN UP TO DATE NEW 
RELEASE SERVICE AS 
WELL AS AN ORDER 
SERVICE FOR OLDER 
TILES ON CD OR 
CASSETTE AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES. 
LATEST LIST SENT WITH 
EVERY ORDER OR SEND 


ACCESS & VISA 
ACCEPTED 
PLEASE MAKE 
CHEQUES 


PAYABLE TO: 

" RECORD SAVINGS “ 
PLEASE ADD £1 p&p 
PER ORDER AND 


ALLOW UP TO 
14 DAYS FOR 
DELIVERY 


Regular Joe 

Best Of (CURB) 

Along Came Jones 

Dont Go Near Water 

Planet of Love 

Sticks and Stones 

Up Against all Heart 
hen A Man Loves 


Everybody Knows 

All iten Be 

Blue Frontier 
Hurricane Season 
The Dirt Road 
Classics Vol2 

Ten Strait Hits 

Back Against the Wall 
Put Yourself 

Its All About to Change 
No Sweat 

| Am Ready 

Leaming to Love 


ALBUMS... 


WILD ROSE 


LISTEN TO YOUR HEART 
Capitol CDP 95857-2 (CD) Import 


LISTEN TO YOUR HEART: THERE GOES MY 
LOVE: YOU WERE RIGHT FROM YOUR SIDE: 
BROKEN HEARTLAND: HILLBILLY TWIST: 
CIRCLE OF LOVE: | NEED MY BABY BACK: 
HIDDEN HOLLOW: I'LL ALWAYS LOVE: ONE 
WAY TRACK. 


Capitol’s all-girl outfit Wild Rose on 
this their third album, blend in 
Anthony Martin, keyboards, and Paul 
Worley, acoustic guitar; with the 
remainder from the girls themselves. 
Wild Rose this time around augment 
the usual uptempo delights with some 
counter balancing descriptive story 
ballads. ‘Circle Of Love’ with it's 
sweet harmonies, fiddle. mandolin 
and dobro. Of those accustomed 
upbeat numbers I'm most fond of the 
finely lined ‘Hidden Hollow’ where 
Gadd’s lead and the versatile Wanda 
Vick's fiddle incursions score 
handsomely. Of a heartfelt feel we 
have ‘ll Always Love You’ with 
Perry's vocals smoothly delivering the 
goods gently enveloped in mandolin, 
fiddle and dobro: likewise she shines 
on ‘Broken Heartland’. While kickin’ 
up a mini storm (I thought they would 
have really torn into the bluegrass 
number) the girls effortlessly cover 
the Ricky Skaggs-Wes Golding 
penned ‘One Way track’. More 
convincing are their superb energy 
filled ‘Hillbilly Twist’, strong vocals 
from Gadd and all round 
instrumental contributions = 
including fine lead, fiddle and drums. 
Wild rose moving into the regions 


talent, shows strong character with 
her expressive earthy vocal deliveries. 
For the first half of the release 
Williams is deeply entrenched in the 
realms of an unyielding gutsy blues 
groove, later making way for some 
finely honed counry/folk stylings. All 
excellent listening. Williams’ musical 
idiom isn’t too far removed from the 
much vaunted Michelle Shocked, 
only better and certainly offers heaps 
more for the country music devotee. 


Smithsonian Folkways are putting 
out some real earthy recordings that 
just must be heard. This 1978 original 
offering one of them. Lucinda’s 
charming vocals are only accom- 
panied by her own 12-string and 
John Grimaudo’s 6-string, yet 
especially on the blues tracks you’d 
swear there was double — such is 
their endeavours. Among the blues 
tracks that brought most enjoyment 
‘Malted Milk Blues’ (Robert Johnson) 
with it’s rural feel scores most 
strongly, as she does on the 
meaningful ‘Motherless Children’. 
Lifting the gloom somewhat Williams 
portrays a contrasting free-wheeling 
joyful vibrance on ‘Jug Band Music’. 


Now for those lovely folky country 
directed servings, the dish Hank 
Williams’ ‘Jambalaya’ comes over 
most tasty, this time gaining favour 
with some smart guitar work. Lucinda 
also does credit to standards ‘Great 
Speckled Bird’ and the melodic 
‘Satisfied Mind’, the sweet guitar 
proving a marked contrast to her 
incisive vocal tones. Certainly 
deserves a wider audience. 


associated with Highway 101 the girls 
polish off Buck Owens’ 1956 creation 
‘There Goes My Love’, which is in 
turn upstaged by a measured ‘You 
Were Right From Your Side’. Gadd’s 
unspoilt forceful vocals enhanced by 
decisive fiddle. mandolin and dobro. 
An excellent performance. Overall I 
feel the release falls well short of their 
most previous efforts, lacking the 
thrilling instrumental work. Still. it’s 
worth a listen. 


DRY BRANCH FIRE SQUAD 


LONG JOURNEY 

Rounder CD 0289 (import) 

Distributed by Topic Records 

LONG JOURNEY: ORPHAN CHILD: RAIN AND 
SNOW: I'D RATHER BE THE GIRL YOU LEFT 
BEHIND: OAK GROVE CHURCH: I'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN A RAMBLER: JESUS ON THE MAINLINE: 
SAALO’S SONG: OLD KATY HILL: A HOUSE 
DIVIDED: DON'T EVER LOOK BACK: WE 
BELIEVE IN HAPPY ENDINGS. 


The Dry Branch Fire Squad an old 
timey bluegrass aggregation of no 
little class, sweetly blend the finer 
qualities of bluegrass, gospel and 
country into their repertoire. Ron 
Thomason. the only — surviving 
member of the original 1976 line up. 


CHARLEY PRIDE 


CLASSICS WITH PRIDE 
Ritz CD 0064 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN THE WORLD: 
ALWAYS ON MY MIND: YOU'VE GOT TO 
STAND FOR SOMETHING: AFTER ALL THESE 
YEARS: | DON'T KNOW WHY I LOVE YOU BUT 
| DO: IF TOMORROW NEVER COMES: 
RAMBLIN’ ROSE: YOU'LL NEVER WALK 
ALONE: PLEASE HELP ME I'M FALLING: 
HERE IN THE REAL WORLD: WALK ON BY: | 
LOVE YOU BECAUSE: FOUR IN THE 
MORNING: IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME: 
RAMONA: WHAT'S ANOTHER YEAR. 


Charley Pride may no longer be the 
attraction he used to be over in the 
States yet he still possesses a legion of 
fans over here who'll be delighted 
with his form on this generous affair. 
I'd personally wished he’d omitted 
the overworked numbers ‘Ramblin’ 
Rose’, ‘You'll Never Walk Alone’, 
‘The Most Beautiful Girl . . .’ and 
‘Always On My Mind’; productions 
that hinder Pride’s expressive vocal 
tones. Far better fare are Charley’s 
splendid direct versions of Aaron 
Tippin’s traditional moulded ‘You've 
Got To Stand For Something’ — an 
exceptional cover. Charley, getting 
back to his fertile country roots, 
likewise scores on Alan Jackson’s 
‘Here In The Real World’. Or 
Charley's outstanding vocal attributes 
shine most glowingly on ‘Walk On 
By’, ‘Please Help Me I'm Falling’ and 
‘I Love You Because’. Other pleasing 
tracks include his finely worked 
versions of ‘I don’t Know Why I Love 
You’ along with the measured ‘back 
in time’ ‘It’s Just A Matter Of Time’. 


A real cross-section of work that 
finds Charley in top form, supported 
by top session musicians Rob 
Hajocos, Weldon Myrick, and Hargus 
‘Pig’ Robbins’. 


LONG JOURNEY 


fetching mid-paced instrumentally 
strong ‘I'd Rather Be The Girl You 
Left Behind’ and on a more soothing 
and engaging note she combines 
most superbly on ‘Oak Grove 
Church’. Staying with the gospel 
stance. they briskly breeze through a 
crisp ‘Jesus On The Mainline’. 
Grasping that often elusive mystic 
touch Ron and Suzanne give a 
beautiful rendition of ‘Long Journey’. 
one of my favourite old timey ballads. 
Thomason and Russell burst to the 
fore with the bracing ‘Katy Hill’, 
together with it's bluegrass/gospel 
scoring most elequently on ‘Don't 
Ever Look Back’ — a superb team 
effort. 


leads most superbly on lead vocals 
that contain a majestic lonesome feel. 
While his mandolin pickin’ along with 
Charlie Leet. Mary Jo Leet. Danny 
Russell and Suzanne Thomas make 
up a solid unit. Ron Thomason is 
aided most impressively on many 
tracks by the delightful female vocalist 
Suzanne Thomas, ideally displayed 
on their beautiful rendition of ‘We 
Believe In Happy Endings’, leaning 
more into country surroundings as 
opposed to bluegrass. A real winner 
even when measured alongside 
Emmylou and Earl Thomas Conley's 
fine duet recording. 


Suzanne fair swings into the 


Left Of Your Love’, a Sanger D. 
Shafer—Joe Diffie creation that 
remove like some others would have 
been more convincing if assisted by a 
sparser instrumental backdrop. 


One of my favourite tracks is the 
powerful ‘I Picked A San Antonio 
Rose’ where I detected hints of Merle 
Haggard in Palmer's vocal deliveries. 
Neatly eclipsed by Max D. Barnes— 
Skip Ewing's ‘If You Want To Find 
Love’, where old timey mandolin and 
fiddle are most prominent, without 
doubt the ace in the pack. Another 
strong effort being his finely 
controlled vocal rendering of a fiddle, 
steel, and piano stained ‘Forgotten 
Not Gone’, that'll be a surefire hit with 
followers of the big, emotional ballads 
where love has seen better days. 
Palmer, drawing on new emerging 
and fellow performer Joe Diffie’s 
‘Memory Lane’ utilises a full punchy 
accompaniment, while it’s the slower, 
thought-provoking entries that he 
really peaks. Produced by Bob 
Montgomery. 


KEITH PALMER 
KEITH PALMER 


Epic EK 48611 CD Import 

MEMORY LANE: FORGOTTEN BUT NOT 
GONE: IF YOU WANT TO FIND LOVE: THAT'S 
ENOUGH TO KEEP ME HANGIN’ ON: MY 
ARMS TONIGHT: DON'T THROW ME IN THE 
BRIARPATCH: SHE LEFT ME YESTERDAY: 
LIVIN’ ON WHAT'S LEFT OF YOUR LOVE: 
WHEN | CLOSE MY EYES: | PICKED A SAN 
ANTONE ROSE. 


Keith Palmer. a new name to me, 
draws on a strong array of songwriters 
for what I take to be his debut release 
(for a major label anyway). Palmer's 
music dips between modern main- 
stream fare, honky tonk swing 
ballads, often enjoying the sweet 
fiddle of Rob Hajacos, often enjoying 
the sweet fiddle of Rob Hajacos. Of 
this ilk, the Jeff Tweel-Lary Shell 
good timey and swing coloured 
‘Don’t Throw Me In The Briarpatch’ 
(Kix Brooks—Chris Waters) score 
moderately. There’s ample fiddle 
assisting an upbeat ‘Livin’ On What's 


KENNY JOHNSON’S 


LATEST ALBUM 


‘SUMMER NIGHTS’ 


NOW AVAILABLE 


CD (£10.99) and CASSETTE (£5.99) 
(plus postage and packing) 


Telephone 


051 727 4861 (Day Time) 
051 488 0678 (Evening) 


for further details. 
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is well under way and, with a General Election looming, 
the British populace at last hold in their hands the power 


to vote for a brighter future. Meanwhile, the year couldn’t have started 


any brighter musically speaking . 


Hang on to your hiney. dust off the 
old whomper-stomper. Tony Joe 
White. the Louisiana Swamp Fox. is 
back with a remarkable new album. 
‘Closer To The Truth’ (Polydor/ 
Remark 511 386-2). And the boy from 
Oak Grove. Louisiana near enough 
atones for too lengthy a hiatus. 
stepping into the same ragged. faded 
jeans (they ain’nt got no soul ‘til 
they're old) and idiosyncratic Swamp 
Thang he first took from the bayous to 
world prominence some twenty-five 
years ago. Well. okay. maybe it’s a 
different pair of jeans, but they're old 
enough to be ultra-soulful. and the 
music's lost none of its authenticity. 
I'd swear if | didn’t know otherwise 
that the magnificent Dixie Flyers were 
still chooglin’ along with him, and 
suddenly it's as if Tony Joe’s southern 
fried grits have never been off the 
table. Though, as stated. White's 
Original 60s band is long scattered to 
the wind. the stalwart Muscle Shoals 
Sound Studio rhythm section (Roger 
Hawkins and David Hood) have 
helped him whip up a tasty soul stew 
before and know all the ingredients. 
which with the keyboards of Spooner 
Oldham and Steve Nathan. Harvey 
Thompson’s horn arrangements and 
some mighty electric guitar riffs from 
T.J. himself. simmer into a 
sumptuous feast. In the same deep. 
tich. readily-identifiable. some say 
sexy. southern mumble that launched 
a plethora of great, multitudinously- 
covered. down-home story songs, 
Tony Joe offers irrevocable proof that 
his multi-dimensional creative juices 
have lost none of their flow. From the 
steamy. thumping swamp beat of 
‘Tunica Motel’ and ‘Main Squeeze’, 
through the funky humour of ‘Bare : 
Necessities’ (‘I don’t need to ride ina 
limousine, But a little Jag baby 
wouldn't hurt anything’) and ‘Steamy 
Windows’ (with which he gave Tina 
Turner a massive international hit). to 
the relaxed, breathy ‘Ain't Going 
Down This Time’, (‘You're Gonna 
Look) Good In Blues’, ‘Cool Town 
Woman’ and ‘The Other Side’, the 
dozen sides evoke the full and many- 
faceted talent of Tony Joe White. 


“Undercover Agent For The Blues’ 
(another of the four White songs cut 
by Tina Turner for her wildly 
successful album ‘Foreign Affair’) 
could well be his ‘Polk Salad Annie’ of 
the 90s, while the title track ‘Closer 
To The Truth’ combines dreamy. 
ethereal sound with down-to-earth. 
socially-conscious lyrics, and it 
works splendidly. Real. red-hot. 
down-home soul food — and if you 
ain't never been down south too 
much. c'mon. try a little Polk Salad. 
yall! 


As if the return of the Swamp Fox 
isn't enough to start the year off on the 
right footing. up pops Warren Zevon. 
this time around not as an Excitable 
Boy but ‘Mr. Bad example’ (Giant/ 
Reprise 7599 24431-2). Those still 
unaware that Zevon is perhaps the 
most unique living writer and 
exponent of cynical, world-weary 
protest. a master of the cutting. 
irreverent, eccentric but truthful 
overview. and a man witha 
devastating hunger for justice, should 
patch the hole in their education 
immediately. Only non-thinkers 
dismiss him as a madman, the rest of 
us wish we were so sane. But even the 
sanest deep-thinker is unnerved and 
apt to become unbalanced by his own 
capacity to think straight whilst 
Struggling against the madness 
brought on by the trials of daily life. 
Only a sane man in sucha 
predicament could write, as Zevon 
does in ‘Quite Ugly One Morning’, 
‘From dawn to sundown/It's a long, 
long way/And it’s a hollow triumph/ 
When you make it to the bottom of 
another day.’ To frame his lifesongs, 
Zevon uses on this occasion the best 
session-men the West Coast can 
offer, including Waddy Wachtel, 
Jorge Caderon, Jim Kelner and David 
Lindley. They adapt to his moods 
admirably, sounding either full and 
luxuriant or sparse and basic— inthe 
sense that the man’s work with R.E.M. 
was Sparse and basic — according to 
needs. When, as from time to time in 
any life it must, the subject of love 
arises, there’s no rosy and romantic 


Warren Zevon 


moon-in-June lyricism. just pure 
angst. the agony of feeling that if not 
entirely unrequited his passion is not 
so deeply shared. that it is travelling 
in one-way traffic. as with his ‘Angel 
Dressed In Black’. who's out on the 
town while he’s ‘Sitting on the 
sofa/Suckin’ a bow! of crack’. 
awaiting her safe return. Then in 
‘Heartache Spoken Here’. a country 
tearjerker on which Dwight Yoakam 
sings harmony and Dan Dugmore’s 
Steel guitar gently weeps. he admits. 
‘I know a thing or two about 
heartbreak and tears.’ That's about 
the closest to sentimentality Warren 
Zevon's likely to get. though even at 
his doom-laden darkest there is still 
time for serious humour. hence: ‘| 
called up my friend LeRoy on the 
phone/! said Buddy. I'm afraid to be 


alone/I got some weird ideas in my 
head/About things to do in Denver 
when you're dead.’ And buried mid- 
way is a new Zevon classic, the kind 
of historical drama he has not 
attempted since ‘Desperados Under 
The Eaves’ appeared on his 
eponymous-titled 1976 outing. A 
sumptuous piece of Americana 
entitled ‘Renegade’, it deals with the 
ongoing bitterness Southerners have 
felt since marauding Union troops. 
not just content with victory. 
subsequently raped and pillaged their 
land. taking away what little dignity 
they still possessed. ‘Some prayers 
never reach the sky/Some wounds 
never heal/They say someday the 
South will rise/Man, | wantto see that 
deal,’ he sings to a suitably lush 
backdrop, then adds what amounts to 
the perfect self-description: ‘lama 
renegade/I've been a rebel all my 
days.’ Yes. Warren Zevon is a rebel 
and a renegade, and we should be 
eternally thankful for such big 
mercies. We could all take a lead 
from ‘Mr. Bad Example’. 


Whenever Steve Young tours here. 
and over the last few years that has 
thankfully been quite often. | move 
hell and high water to get to see him. | 
admire Steve not only because he is 
an abundantly gifted singer and writer 
but because he possesses two of the 
rarest virtues known to man: 
sensitivity and total honesty. They are 
the basis of his talent and of his very 
being. Though there are some like 


Tony Joe White 


him who mean what they say. Steve 
goes that much further and never says 
what he doesn’t mean. musically or 
verbally. Though | have never once 
been disappointed by a Young gig. 
when in September last he played 
Manchester's Band on The Wall. 
there was an aura of rejuvenation 
about him and his music that led to 
my even greater appreciation. | saw 
Steve Young at his best that night. 
After the show. when | raved about a 
self-financed tape he initially put out 
on his own label in the States. he said 
it was to be released on CD in France 
and. true to his promise (unlike others 
of my experience). a copy duly turned 
up in my mail. My ravings were 
justified. ‘Long Time Rider’ (Voodoo 
VD 105) is — and knowing the 
enormity of the next statement. | do 
not make it lightly — probably 
Young's greatest artistic achieve- 
ment. It takes my memory back a few 
years to the time when Steve first told 
me he was experimenting with that 
most dreaded of toys. the synthesizer. 
and how | almost cried at the thought. 
No one had clung more than | to the 
belief that synthesizers had no place 
in ‘real music’: — | was wrong! As 
Steve told me at the time: ‘It's almost 
like experimental music — very 
heavy philosophical lyrics with 
synthesizer sounds. But not like disco 
type synthesizers. more of a 
heavenly. cosmos sound.’ ‘Cosmic?’ | 
enquired. ‘Cosmic. yes. that'll be the 
word.’ That combination comes to full 


Wy & 


fruition on ‘Long Time Rider’. the 
blend of other worldly music and 
earthly. existentialistic lyrics capti 
vating the mind as it wraps between 
surrealism and truth. And what a 
fascinating experience it is. full at 
every turn of wonder and beauty. 
calmly reasoned outlook and thought- 
provoking image. In ‘Behold The 
Stars’ there is both mysticism and 
optimism. a sacred belief in the 
power of goodness. mantra-like in its 
faith but never naive or guillible, as 
he sings: ‘For the spirit of life/It will 
always cut through Death's Darkness/ 
Like a loving light/It will always be 
there shining still.’ A man with such 
faith is serene in himself and can 
overcome any adversity. ‘My Love’ 
begins on a note of torment. the sense 
of loneliness that is the price of an 
artistic nature. with ‘And in this world 
where | am seldom understood/Who 
gave me some shelter from that old 
pain?’ The answer. ‘It was only you 
My Love.’ showing how the loneliest 
soul can find happiness in another 
human being. be it for life or a 
moment. while ‘War Of Ancient Days’ 
is a plea to rekindle faded love. ‘For! 
see our son as he goes walking/And | 
know he hurts inside.’ There can be 
no doubt this is pure autobiography. 
and in confirmation the title-track 
charts Young's life. from the bottle to 
the bottom and back. The song — and 
the album — closes on a promisory 
note: ‘Let me sing my song for 
somebody that feels/Like they can't 
get no lower and they can't get no 


Steve Young 


higher/And if you want me to/I'll be a 
Long Time Rider.’ While Steve Young 
is willing to sing his songs. there will 
be people who want to listen. Is a 
lifetime too long to ask him to be a 
Long Time Rider? 


Of nineteen tracks. totalling more 
or less 70-minutes of music. featured 
on the soundtrack to Wim Wenders’ 
latest movie. ‘Until The End Of The 
World’ (Warner Brothers 7599 26707- 
2). roughly half are worthy of 
attention. With a selection button at 
hand to skip the likes of Depeche 
Mode. Neneh Cherry. Can and. though 
it behoves me to say so. on this 
occasion unremarkable inclusions 
from Patti Smith and Talking 
Heads, not forgetting U2’s previously 
released title track, enough good 
meat remains to comprise an average 
length silver platter. David Darling's 
haunting cello on the short linking 
themes sets an etheral mood for the 
airy delicacy of Julee Cruise, 
supported by the Dave Alvin Band, on 
‘Summer Kisses, Winter Tears’ and 
the beautiful ‘Calling All Angels’, on 
which Jane Siberry harmonizes with 
k.d. lang. Lou Reed, at his least 
spectacular, contributes ‘What's 
Good’, Elvis Costello a looser, slower 
rework of the Kinks’ ‘Days’, T-Bone 
Burnett's ‘Humans From Earth’ is 
plain weird, and Nick Cave And The 
Bad Seeds develop a bad case of 
schizophrenia during ‘(I'll Love You) 
Till The End Of The World’, being their 
normal lunatic selves on the verse 
and. on the chorus, a tuneful country 
band — to good effect. | might add. 
Best of all. Daniel Lanois’ compelling 
country ditty, ‘Sleeping In The Devil's 
Bed’. and R.E.M.'s long-awaited 
Studio version of a song they until now 
have only performed at live gigs. 
‘Fretless’. R.E.M. fanatics will rush 
out and buy the collection for the 
latter alone. but there’s a lot more 
icing too. 

Creedence Clearwater Revival's 
novel redefinition of Southern boogie. 
Louisiana swamp rock. Memphis 
rockabilly and Chicago bar blues was 
too big to be contained within the 
boundaries of their native San 
Francisco. They took it to the pinnacle 
of the charts, in the four years 
between 1968 and 1972 notching up 
some fourteen international top- 
twenty hits. half of which became 
certified million sellers. The majority 
of these are collected together on 
‘Creedence Gold’ (Fantasy/Ace FE 
515) and ‘More Creedence Gold’ 
(Fantasy/Ace FE 516). which. 
although out some time on vinyl. now 
see the light of day on CD. The former 
includes the classic John Fogerty 
written hits ‘Proud Mary’. ‘Bad Moon 
Rising’. ‘Down On The Corner’ and 
‘Have You Ever Seen The Rain’. plus 
the cover of Dale Hawkins’ ‘Suzie Q’. 
with which the band had its first taste 
of success. And. emphasising that 
Creedence was not merely a singles 
band. the set is completed with a trio 
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of fine album sides, ‘Born On The 
Bayou’. and colossal reworks of ‘The 
Midnight Special’ and, clocking in at 
eleven-minutes plus. ‘! Heard It 
Through The Grapevine’. The second 
collection again mixes his singles 
and album tracks, fourteen in all. 
including ‘Run Through The Jungle’. 
‘Fortunate Son’. ‘Lookin’ Out My Back 
Door’. ‘Who'll Stop The Rain’. ‘Up 
Around The Bend’. and two of 
Creedence’s crowning glories. ‘Don't 
Look Now (It Ain't You Or Me)’ and 
‘Lodi’. Whilst | personally believe 
that no collection is complete unless 
it contains every Creedence 
Clearwater Revival album (with the 
possible exception of ‘Mardi Gras’). 
these two compilations provide a 
reasonable cross-section of the 
band’s work. Although | fail to 
understand why the likes of Green 
River’. ‘Commotion’. ‘Travelin’ 
Band’. ‘Long As | Can See The Light’ 
and ‘Someday Never Comes’ have 
been omitted. unless a third volume 
is hovering in the wings. Maybe even 
a fourth and a fifth — goodness 
knows. Creedence left enough great 
material. 


Topic Records’ Marketed Labels 
Catalogue is a little (well. actually 
rather bulky) gold mine. Its listings 
include literally thousands of rare. 
hard to obtain import and domestic 
releases. both old and new. from the 
world’s leading specialist record 
companies. to name but a few. 
Appaloosa. Flying Fish. Folkways. 
Hightone. Kaleidoscope. Philo. 
Raven. Rounder. Round Tower. 
Smithsonian Folkways. Sugar Hill. 
Wrestler. Zensor and. of course. 
Topic and Special Delivery. A dip into 
the pages reveals sought-after gems 
like: Jesse Winchester — Humour Me 
(Sugar Hill): Joe King Carrasco — 
Bandido Rock (ROunder): Gary 
Stewart — Brand New (Hightone): 
Peter Rowan — Texican Badman 
(Appaloosa): Beausoleil — Bayou 
Cadillac (Rounder): Phil Ochs — The 
Broadside Tapes 1 (Smithsonian 
Folkways): Katy Moffatt— Walkin’ On 
The Moon (Philo): John Hammond — 
John Hammond (Rounder): Kate Wolf 
— Gold In California 1 and 2 
(Kaleidoscope). New releases arrive 
hot off the presses, among the latest: 
The Tom Russell Band — Hurricane 
Season (Philo): Lucinda Williams — 
Ramblin’ (Smithsonian Folkways): 
Tish Hinojosa — Aquella Noche 
(Munich): David Olney — Roses 
(Philo) and Top To Bottom (Appa- 
loosa): Terry Allen — Juarez (Fate — 
new to CD). And these are just a drop in 
the ocean. there are many many 
more. covering blues, country, 
bluegrass. rock, gospel, folk, Tex 
Mex. jazz, Cajun and World Music. all 
readily available on mail order. With 
the 1992 catalogue just in, further 
information can be obtained from 
Topic Records, 50 Stroud Green 
Road. London N4 3EF (telephone 071 
263 6403/263 1240). Don’t say | never 
do you folks out there a favour. 


FEBRUARY 1992 


The words that go 
with the music 


MAILBOX RECORDS 


COUNTRY — BLUEGRASS — FOLK 
IMPORT CD’s £14.99 (inc. p and p) 


MANY DISCS AT REDUCED PRICES 
Write for FREE Catalogue 
PO BOX 290, UXBRIDGE, MIDDX. UB9 60N 


Little Fiddlin’ Joe’ 
THE ROBERTS SISTERS 


SYLVIA TYSON 

YOU WERE ON MY MIND 

Stony Plain SPCD 1140 (import) 
PEPERE’S MILL: SLOW-MOVING HEART: 
RHYTHM OF THE ROAD: WALKING ON THE 
MOON: THROWN TO THE WOLVES: THE 
NIGHT THE CHINESE RESTAURANT CAUGHT 
FIRE: YOU WERE ON MY MIND: SLEEP ON MY 
SHOULDER: TRUCKER’S CAFE: RIVER ROAD: 
LAST CALL: LE MOULIN A PEPERE: REPRISE: 
THE BLIND FIDDLER’S WALTZ. 


Canadian singer-songwriter Sylvia 
Tyson of Ian and Sylvia fame back in 
the halcyon days of the sixties folk 
scene, comes up with a most 
creditable almost entirely self-penned 
release. Tyson’s songwriting talent 
holds it own in any company. while 
her honest vocal styling augments 
whispy folk-country with a pleasing 
thrusty progressive force. Due to 
overwhelming pressure from her 
many followers. Sylvia has re- 
recorded old favourites that are no 
longer available complemented with 
some new creations and 
collaborations with Lucille Starr and 
producer Tom Russell. ‘Pepere’s 
Mill’, with Starr gains both English 
and French interpretations, both of 
which are truly wonderful. Their fine 
folk and country vocals blending 
perfectly. 

Delving deep into her song cataloque 
Sylvia updates her first-ever song 
“You Were On My Mind’ in a lively 
contemporary style. On ‘Trucker’s 


, Cafe’ (originally from the 1969 ‘Great 


Speckled Bird’ album) a moving story 
depicting a truck stop waitress who's 
trying to get over a heartbreak. Sylvia 
enjoys support from lead guitar 
exponents Albert Lee and Andrew 
Hardin. Lee. in fact. makes many 
contributions during the release on 
electric guitar. acoutsic guitar and 
mandolin. Certainly well worth 
checking out. 


VIDEO REVIEW 


KATE WOLF 
Music Farm MFV 0006. 


Kate Wolf, a Californian  singer- 
songwriter of country/folk ballads of 
the highest order, was tragically struck 
down with leukaemia in December 
1986, glowingly displays her musical 
prowess. Giving sterling support we 
have the expansive talented Nina 
Gerber on guitar, madolin, 
guitar/harmony vocals; Ford James, 
bass guitar/harmony vocals; and 
Randy Sabien, violin/mandolin with 
Kate accompanying her clear, flowing 
warm melodic vocals on acoustic 
guitar. 


Not for the first time Austin, Texas, 
proves the perfect setting for a live 
recording (anyone who saw the now 
defunct BSB’s Austin City Limits 
transmissions will I'm sure readily 
agree). Kate’s warm embracing, 
intimate approach scores most 
decisively on the likes of ‘Green 
Eyes’, ‘Crying Shame’, ‘Love Still 
Remains’ and ‘These Times We're 
Living In’; while Kate's faultless 
interpretations of Robin Williams and 
George Schroder’s borrowed Cali- 
fornian story-ballads ‘Pacheco/The 
Redtail Hawk’, edged with violin and 
mandolin assists. Wolf, the superb 
communicator, supported by 
Gerber’s sensitive guitar weaves an 
intricate web on ‘Friend Of Mine’. 
Complementing which are free- 
flowing delights ‘Picture Puzzle’ (with 
some frisky guitar from Gerber), 
‘Eyes Of A Painter’ and ‘Like A River’ 
— the latter two liberally endowed 
with sharp image evoking lyrics. A 
splendid 75 minute video, costing 
£15.99 including postage from Music 
Farm, 225A Lewisham Way, London 
SE4 1UY. For more of her music 
check out her releases on the small 
Californian Kaleidoscope label, 
available through Topic Records. 


MAURICE HOPE. 


SOUTHPAW 


THE BOOTLEG TAPE 


SOMETHING YOU CAN'T BUY: THE 
APARTMENT SONG: REALLY GOTTA 
GO ON: TELL ME THE TRUTH: 
TWEETER AND THE MONKEY MAN: 
JU-JU MAN: CITY GIRLS: STARS ON 
THE WATER: NEED YOUR LOVE 
(LIVE). 


Southpaw are a Cardiff based band 
who since their formation in 1987 
have had a lot of success on the Rock 
circuit playing the material of Rodney 
Crowell, John Hiatt. Guy Clark, 
Hank Williams and Bob Dylan. to 
name but a few. They toured Holland 
in 1989 as backing band for Texas 
Rockers Sid and Billy King, they have 
also backed such luminaries as Big 
day McNeeley and Cab Calloway. 


From the above you will realise the 
band — Derek Harries, lead guitar. 
rhythm guitar, vocals: lan Lawrence, 
lead guitar. rhythm guitar. vocals: 
Eddie Williams. bass guitar. vocals: 
and Mike Soja. drums. vocals. play 
country rock, and ‘wow’ can these 
guys play. Sizzling covers of Crowell's 
‘Tell Me The Truth’ and ‘Stars On 
The Water’. plus an amazing version 
of ‘The Apartment Song’ were my 
pick of nine superb tracks. Don't be 
put off by the country/rock tag. this 
cassette deserves a place in your 
collection — especially, iflike me. you 
really appreciate modern contem- 


porary. up tempo music performed 
with style. Available from 6 Ogmore 
Court. Hendredenny. Caerphilly. 
Mid Glam. CF8 2TQ. Price £6 which 
includes post and packing. 


FRANK J. FEERY 

JUST FOR ONE MORE HOUR 
WITH YOU 

THE GIRL OF MY DREAMS: JUST FOR 
ONE MORE HOUR WITH YOU: NO 
PLACE LIKE HOME: JOE COME ON 
HOME: LOVELY ISLE OF GREEN: 
SUCH A FOOL: DAVID'S DREAM: 
CORK HOME SWEET HOME: MY 
GALWAY QUEEN: A_ SOLDIERS 
LETTER. 

Although prior to receiving this 
cassette I had never heard of Frank J. 
Feery, from the vocals and words | 
assume that he is an Irish exile, who. 
while living and working near 
London, would much prefer to be 
back home in the Emerald Isle. 


All ten songs are written and arranged 
by Frank and have been published by 
the prestigious Acuff Rose music 
company. While they all have an Irish 
lilt, they are very listenable and in the 
right hands could prove to be chart 
material. The lyrics are way above 
average, the songs are well crafted. | 
was impressed. My pick were ‘No 
Place Like Home’, ‘Such A Fool’ 
and ‘David's Dream’. Available from 


146 Bensham Lane. Thorton 
Heath, Surrey CR7 7EN. 
PETE GRIFFIN 


This month we welcome Jim Duncan, who joins our team of reviewers. 
Jim is the ‘father’ of country radio presenters and his reviews will be 
most welcome by readers and artists alike. 


If you would like to have 


your product (cassette or CD) reviewed send it to CMRU Publishing Co, 
286/287 High Street, Lincoln LN2 1AL, and, if possible, brief details 
about yourselves together with a photograph. 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 


Here’s To Everyone 

Red Balloon 

CD and Cassette RBM 0011 

ALL BECAUSE OF YOU: SOMEWHERE UNDER 
THE SUN: HURRICANE: SUNSHINE: HERE'S 
TO EVERYONE: SOMETHING'S GOING ON: 


"LL FOLLOW YOU: HERE'S TWO 
BUTTERFLIES: MAYBE THE ANGELS: WINGS 
ON MY HEELS: CHARLIE: RED BALLOON: 
SPIN A THOUGHT: DON'T LET ME CRY. 


1992 the first major release by a 
British artist from the No. 1 vocalist 
himself, Raymond Froggatt. At long 
last on CD, 16 originals, the last five 
taken from his concert recently at 
Birmingham Town Hall, together 
with a remix of ‘Maybe The Angels’ 
are bonus tracks on the CD. 


Froggie has decided to re-cut a 
couple of his old numbers ‘All 
Because of You’ and ‘Something's 
Going On’. As with all the tracks his 
road band is used in the studio. The 
title track is a tribute song to the legion 
of fans over the last 30 years. The pick 
has to be ‘Somewhere Under The 
Sun’. Froggatt’s musical director of 
the tast 30 years, H. Cain, did the 
mammoth task | of arranging, 
producing and engineering. Only a 
couple of moans from an airplay 
point of view, the slow fade in intros 
on the numbers and some of the 
tracks are a little too long. Listen out 
for the children’s choir at the end of 
‘Something's Going On’. Pity this is 
only availabie via mail order and at 
gigs. It would be great to see an indie 
label riding high in the country charts 
and this one screams for inclusion in 
the BBC Easy Listening Chart with Ed 
Stewart 


COLUMBIA COUNTRY 


CLASSICS — 5 Volumes 
CDL 468110 23/2 


Tracks too many to mention, with 27 
on the first two, then 25, 26 and 23 
classics cut on each a wonderful 
opportunity by Sony to recollect the 
gems of the vaults from 1935 to 
1987. Released last year in the States, 
Sony lagged behind the other majors 
in getting to the counters in the UK. 
Five separate volumes starting with 
the golden age including Carter 
Family, Roy Acuff with his Crazy 
Tennesseans back in 1936 (he still 
shows at the Opry), Patsy Montana's 
‘Cowboy Sweetheart’ recently 
released by Suzy Bogguss, Monroe, 
Wills and Spade Cooley swinging in 
style. 

Volume Two — devoted to a 
strangely title Honky Tonk Heroes, 
featuring Robbins, Frizzell and Ray 
Price, George Morgan's lovely ‘Room 
Full Of Roses’. 


Volume Three — Americana. 
Glorious story songs, Fess Parker's 
‘Davy Crockett? to Townes Van 
Zandt’s long hit sung by Merle and 
Willie. Interesting inclusions from 
Hawkshaw Hawkins and_ early 
Statlers. 


Volume Four — What a title, The 
Nashville Sound. Jones and Wynette, 
Tucker and Cash. The root stock of 
any working country band. Nice little 
cuts from Marion Worth and Sandy 
Posey, she’s still working as back up 
singer in Nashville. 


Volume Five — The New 
Tradition, not perhaps as 
adventurous as expected, knowing 
the strength of their current rosta, 
obviously they are considering 
further volumes in this series. 
excellent cross section of new and 
traditional artists, Crowell, O'Kanes 
and Sweethearts of the Rodeo 
rubbing places with D.A.C., Jones 
Poco and dipping back to Dylan and 
the Byrds. If you have any record 
vouchers look no further. Excellent 
sleeve notes, although they suffer 
from reduction. Major complaint, 
from airplay point of view. What 
nutter designed those stupid red 
diamond with the track numbers in 
black inside? They spoil the 
presentation 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP—-BRITAIN'S NUMBER ONE COUNTRY MUSIC NEWSPAPER 


SHARON TURLEY 

1&B Records SIRBCD 2015 

SINGLE GIRL: | STILL MISS SOMEONE: 
WORKING MAN: CRAZY: HEARTBREAKER: 
SILVER THREADS GOLDEN NEEDLES: OLD 
FLAMES: WHY NOT ME: MISSISSIPPI: ROSE 
OF ALLENDALE: WORLD OF OUR OWN: 
MAKING BELIEVE: BITTER THEY ARE THE 
HARDER THEY FALL: THE DANCE: 
EVERYBODY'S FOOL: JEALOUS. 


Since Ruby Murray, back in the fifties, 
the colleens have been treading the 
music trail with relentless success. The 
latest lass from the Emerald Isle, 
unlike Ruby, does not risk any new 
songs, but relies on a mix of sixties 
hits, well tried country and traditional 
songs, just two chancers, ‘Making 
Believe’ and Rita McNeil’s massive 
recent hit ‘Working Man’. Strange 
how a man’s song is favoured by 
women singers. Kathy Durkin 
included it on her recent CD as well. 
The lovely Sharon's rise to fame is 
pure smaltz. but it’s true. She was 
opening a small concert in Ireland 
that Mick and Tony were in, they 
went backstage and invited her to 
open on their latest Foster and Allen 
tour. I&B have taken her debut 
cassette and put it on CD. She's good, 
but is she good enough to cut original 
material? Because did we really need 
yet another version of ‘Crazy’ in our 
collections? 


ARNE BENONI 
Round Robin MLNCD 390 


BY THE YEAR 2050: FOR CRYING OUT LOUD: 
SHE'S GONE TO HOUSTON: SUE ANNA'S 
EYES: DETROIT CITY: I'M A WORKING MAN: 
AS FOR ME: IF IT WASN'T FOR LOVE: YOU 
LAY A WHOLE LOT OF LOVE ON ME: ONE 
NIGHT IN DALLAS: I'M UP AGAINST A 
HEARTACHE: I'M GOING OUT OF MY MIND. 


Arne. as his name suggests, is 
Scandinavian, one of Norway's top 
country singers has been on stage at 
Wembley. He's musically at home in 
the indie chart in the States with four 
entries in a row. With a solid Nashville 
session sound behind Benoni hits a 
comfortable MOR market, but the 
jewel in the crown has to be the title 
cut, ‘As For Me’. This Jerry Fuller 
song done as a duet with Dottie West 
As it tragically happened this was 
Dottie’s last recording session. Hit cut 
has to be the title 


JIM DUNCAN 
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AIN’T NOTHING 
BUT THE BLUES 


By PETE SMITH 


URAL blues have played an important part in 
country music’s development. The influence of the 

blues is undeniable in the contemporary works of such 
artists as Garth Brooks, George Strait, Clint Black, Alan 


Jackson and many more. 


With the aid of the French company New Rose and it’s new Fan 
Club label, we can take a look at these influences and also see the 
direction the blues are taking in the 90s. 


HOWLIN’ WOLF: born Chester 
Arthur Burnett on 10th June, 1910, 
in West Point, Mississippi, suffered 
several heart attacks but refused to 
quit working. He finally succumbed 
to cancer on 10th January, 1976, in 
Hine, Illinois. Named for the way he 
would howl in frustration, Wolfs 
voice and guitar made him a legend. 
A farmer and part-time performer 
until 1948, Wolf worked with the likes 
of Charley Patton and Robert 
Johnson, learned harmonica with 
Sonny Boy Williamson and formed a 
band with Junior Parker, James 
Cotton and others. Ike Turner 
introduced him to Sun Records and 
his cuts were leased to Chess and 
RPM. Wolf moved to Chicago in ’52. 
where Muddy Waters showed him 
around but bitter rivalry broke the 
friendship. ‘The Wolf Is At Your 
Door (FC 91) is a double CD, almost 
109 minutes. The 38 tracks include 
the influential ‘Little Red Rooster’, 
‘Wang Dang Doodle’, ‘Back Door 
Man’, ‘My Country Sugar Mama’, 
‘Moanin’ At Midnight’ and ‘Killing 
Floor’, recently covered by John and 
Jamie Hartford. 


LIGHTIN’ HOPKINS: born 15th 
March, 1912, in Centreville, Texas, 
but raised in the town of Leona. Sam 
Hopkins was the last of the street 


singers. He toured the world 
extensively, played Carnegie Hall, 
recorded for a number of labels and 
generally led a full and useful musical 
life. Hopkins was an extremely 
influential singer, guitarist and song- 
writer. Lightnin’s mentors were Texas 
Alexander and Blind Lemon 
Jefferson. 


‘Shake That Thing’ (FC 89) 15 
tracks, 9 of which were co-written by 
the singer. For the remainder he pulls 
in some mighty assistance, notably 
Mississippi John Hurt (‘Shake That 
Thing’), John Lee Hooker (‘I’m 
Leaving’) and Walter Jacobs (‘Last 
Night’). Hear too ‘Bring Me My 
Shotgun’, ‘Black Mare Trot’ and 
‘Glory Be’. Running time: 57 
minutes. 


LOWELL FULSON: bom 31st 
March, 1921. in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
His father was a Cherokee Indian, the 
head of a musical and religious family. 
Fulson had a variety of jobs in his 
early life including field hand, tap 
dancer with Texas Alexander and 
entertainer in navy USO shows. A 
talented singer and guitarist, Lowell 


has been described as the link 
between classic blues and rhythm 
and blues. He worked with Ivory Joe 
Hunter and Clifton Chenier and is 
credited with giving an early break to 
Ray Charles. Fulson recorded for 
Aladdin, Swing Time. Checker, Kent 


and_ others. ‘Swingin’ Party’ (FC 
90). Fulson wrote or co-wrote 25 of 
the 26 tracks which include: ‘Lonely 
Hours’, ‘Someday Baby’, ‘Rock ‘Em 
Dead’, ‘Payday Blues’, ‘K.C. Bound’ 
and ‘Trouble With The Blues’. 
Running time: 73 minutes. 


SHORT FUSE AND RUDI 
RICHARD: Andrea Curbelo, a native 
of Uruguay, travelled to Spain, where 
she formed her first band, before 
relocating to Spain, where she 
formed her first band, before 
relocating to Baton Rouge. Within 
weeks of arriving in that city of 
Louisiana she created Short Fuse. 
Rudolph (Rudi) Richard was born 
and raised in Opelusa, Louisiana. A 
Zydeco musician of standing, Rudi 
teamed up with Short Fuse after 
jamming with the band during a 
Wednesday night residency at 
Tabby’s Blues Box on North 
Boulevard in Baton Rouge. 


‘Sting It (FC 92). Intrinsic 
Louisiana blues heavily biased 
toward Zydeco and Cajun, | think is 
the best description. The musicians 
may not be household names with 
Rudi Richard who also handles guitar 
and accordion. Gina Forsyth fiddles 
and Harmonica Red blows the harp. 
Compulsive listening this, all 13 
tracks, but try Arthur Crudup’s 
‘That's All Right’, Clifton Chenier’s 
‘Petite Fille’, Eddie Boyd's ‘Five Long 
Years’, Howlin’ Wolfs ‘Wreck My 
Life’ and the seminal ‘Big Mamou’. 
Running time 51 minutes. 


CUB KODA and THE HOUSE- 
ROCKERS: Cub Koda, former rock 
star, recipient of two gold awards, 
founder of the acclaimed country 
rock outfit Brownsville Station, lover 
of ethnic American music, went to 
Chicago to sing the blues. For this 
project Cub call upon the big names, 
many, of whom had become compla- 
cent and had lost their feel somewhat. 
Rather he searched the bars for 
pickers who still had the blues, guys 
like Lefty Dizz, Left Hand Frank and 
from the late Hound Dog Taylor 
band, Brewer Phillips and Ted 
Harvey. The result of this trip to 
Chicago was: ‘It's The Blues’ (FC 93). 


The album gives over an hour of 
exciting contemporary blues with a 
traditional kick. The 16 tracks contain 
great tunes from such legendary 
bluesmen as Howling Wolf, J.B. 
Lenoir, Willie Dixon, Junior Parker 
and Sonny Boy Williamson. Hear this 
band really cook on ‘Ridin’ In The 
Moonlight’, ‘Mama Talk To Your 
Daughter’, ‘Nine Below Zero’ and 
‘The Dirty Duck Blues’. When | listen 
to Koda’s guitar and vocals I think 
maybe it wasn’t onl;y Robert 


Johnson who met that satanic guy at 
the crossroads. 


LUTHER ‘SNAKE BOY’ JOHN- 
SON: is probably not as well known 
as his contemporaries in classic blues. 
He was younger than most, having 
been born in 1935 and passing from 
this world in 1976 at the age of 41. 
During the mid 60s Johnson was 
Muddy Waters’ quitarist and 
sometimes vocalist. In 1969 he 


moved to Boston to front his own 
band. Because of his short time in the 
business this humble, soft spoken guy 
did not establish the reputation he 
deserves. Maybe time will put that 
right. 


OH NO IT ISN’T!! 


‘Get Down To The Nitty Gritty’ (FC 
98). Here is a segment, just short of an 
hour, of a Thursday night radio show 
on WCMF out of Rochester, New 
York, offering ten songs from the 
pens of Muddy Waters, Jimmy Reed, 
Sonny Boy Williamson and Johnson 
himself. Tracks include fresh insights 
into ‘Got My Mojo Working’, ‘Long 
Distance Call’, ‘Don’t Start Me 
Talkin” and ‘Hoochie Koochie Man’. 


New Rose and Fan Club CDs are 
distributed in the UK by Greyhound 
Records. 


RUMOURS circulating in the Preston area regarding the closure of Preston 
Outlaws CWC are totally unfounded. The club now meets every Saturday. 
Clubs are struggling enough with having to contend with rumours like this. 
Contact Club Secretary, Sheila Riley on 0772 760297. 


INL 
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A coming of age, combined with 
retirement. was an unusal feat 
recently achieved by BBC Radio 


Cleveland's Stan  Laundon, 
writes Keith Render. 
29th December saw Stan 


celebrating 21 years of producing 
and presenting his Country Time 
show. It also heralded his 
departure from the programme 
he created way back on New 
Years Eve 1970. A country 
music institution in his native 
North East and Radio Cleveland 
catchment area. Stan always 
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endeavoured to educate and 
broaden folks’ country music 
horizons. 


Introducing aspiring new artists 
and UK acts alongside the estab- 
lished old guard. Generally 
keeping listeners up to date with 
news. reviews and local. gig 
guides, yet always promoting the 


Thanks Stan For 
Everything 


ec ITTITTITTITTTTTOTAUITTUTTTITT ME 


Despite what has been written 
previously about the lack of air 
play. for what is often described 
as poor quality UK product. Stan 
regularly played British acts 
throughout his show: and with no 
appreciable difference in sound 
quality to the more costly 
recorded import article. Perhaps 
the fact that he was prepared to 
spend time and effort recording 
on to reel-to-reel and others not. 
one of the main reasons why DJs 
fail to play British cassette 
product. 


I enjoyed Chris Lawrence's 
opening selection of music on 
Radio Cleveland. I hope the new 
Country Time presenter will not 
fall into the latter category of Djs. 
If so, a valuable outlet for UK 
recordings will be lost. 


Thanks Stan for flying the flag 


= music he loved to the best ofhis for so long Have a good = 
= ability. retirement. = 
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“Cake Youe Paztnees, Please! 


A REGULAR MONTHLY COUNTRY/WESTERN DANCE FEATURE BY MALCOLM OWEN 


We also had an alternative cabaret 
from a duo called Deuce, not my kind 
of music but fun to watch. Roy has 
classes every week and you can get 
details from him on 0934 624382. If 
you want to practise your country/ 
western dancing then contact Dave or 
Val Berry on 0935 850856, they run 
a monthly western dance evening on 
the second Friday each month at the 
Sparkford Inn, near Yeovil. 


We made a pilgrimage to 
Birmingham to the Circle 20 CMC for 
their Christmas dance and were 
entertained by Delta Dawn and our 
hosts were Pat and Sarah Campbell. 
Delta Dawn with lead singer Chris, 
Dave on bass/keyboards, and Paul 
on lead guitar, this evening minus 
drummer, come from the Shropshire 
area and provided an excellent 
evening's music for the dancers and 
listeners. Bands are booked by 
Brendan Grogan and the CMC along 
with the western dance classes run 
and instructed by Pat and Sarah meet 
at the Holy Name Parish Centre, 
Birmingham Road, Gt. Barr. Birm- 
ingham. Tel. 021 358 1345 for 
details. A very enjoyable evening, we 
were treated like royalty, many 
thanks to all. 


Hope you receive this news in time 
for you to attend because 1st 
February promises to be a good day 
when the new Gloucester Club at the 
Chequers Inn, Painswick Road, 
Gloucester, opens its doors for the 
first time. Campbells Country will be 
providing the music and along with 
yours truly and the record machine 
we aim to give something for 
everyone. Western dancers are very 


welcome and Viv and | will be. 


teaching a dance in the early part of 
the evening. 


H what a ‘loverly’ Christmas. Viv and I had a great 
time, firstly as guests at a Christmas dinner and 
dance of the Edington and Tintinhull combined country/ 
western dance classes; with Roy Cook as their instructor 
these groups really enjoyed themselves. 


Brian Goldsmith from Maidstone has 
produced the following and I would 
love to hear your thoughts on it. 


What Happened To My Dance ? 


If you don’t like it, don’t teach it. 
But please don’t change it! 1 cannot 
believe the insensitivity and lack of 
respect for another person’s origin- 
ality, hard work, and pride one takes 
in their own choreography. Again, if 
you have ever choreographed any- 
thing you would know how much 
effort is spent getting every step just 
right, until one day it’s perfect; your 
dance has arrived! I won’t go into the 


horrors of seeing your dance out 


there on the dance floor ‘fixed’. If you 
can’t resist fixing other people’s 
dances, try choreographing your own 
dance instead. 


Leave Other People’s Dance Alone ! 


I can think of three very important 
tules all instructors should follow: 

1 Ifyou don't like it, don’t teach it 

2 If you don’t know it, don’t try to 
fake it. 

3 If it’s beyond your ability, don’t 
attempt it (you'll probably destroy 
it). 

dust one last comment: instructors 

are not infallible. We all make 
mistakes when teaching and I’m 
referring to all levels of experience 
from 20-year veterans to novice 
teachers, but please, let’s not do it on 
purpose. I’ve presented the problem, 
it’s up to us to be the solution. 


Thanks for listening. 


Ann Breen’s latest release is a re- 
recorded version of ‘Pal Of My Cradle 
Days’ and is issued on the Play 
Record label. Western dancers 
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should buy this it is a superb slow 
waltz. 


The British Institute of Western 
Dance and the British Western Dance 
Association are getting together to 
provide workshops at a Country and 
Western Dance Weekend, 10th—12th 
duly, in the Midlands organised by 
Western Way Dancers, Contact 
Eileen and Derek Young on 0530 
813523 for details. 


Please Remember Our Name 


Promoters when you are 
advertising our activity, writers when 
you are doing your columns, dancers 
when you send in letters, whatever 
the content, please remember our 
name. We are country/western 
dancers and not line dancers. Line 
dancing is fun but it is not the name of 
our activity. So when referring to us 
please have the courtesy to label us 
correctly as country/westem dancers. 
Thanks, 


Dancing Hints 


Often as we go around teaching 
students one of the first things we and 
many instructors have to cope with is 
‘fear’. ‘No we don’t carry live ammo’, 
but fear is very real with a lot of new 
students, of course, not fear of their 
instructors but the fear of making 
mistakes or the fear of being 
embarrassed in front of their fellow 
learners. More men suffer from this 
fear than women. This is really what 
stops many guys from ever getting on 
the dance floor at all, the fear of 
making fools of themselves. 
Instructors should not pick out 
frightened ones but give them quiet 
encouragement. Today there are 
many books and videos to help you 
start dancing in the privacy of your 
own home. 


Festival Reports 


Shortly before Christmas two 
festivals took place where country/ 
western dancing is a regular feature. 
The first at Pontin’s Torbay Chalet 


‘Hotel, near Torquay, featuring D. & 


G. Instructor Sheila Smith from 


Dunstable, who introduced several 
new dancers to the activity and taught 
a floor full of country folk some new 
steps. A large party from Cormwall 
were in attendance and I understand 
they enjoyed the weekend and have 
already booked for next year. 


The second weekend at Pontin’s 
Brean Sands gave dancers the 
opportunity to review or try for the 
first time the Double Two Step which 
is a free-style partner dance using the 
basic principle of shuffle, shuffle, 
walk, walk. This step pattern takes six 
counts of music and can be done toa 
variety of tempos including slow Cha 
Cha rhythm. Also a new line dance 
called ‘Side Hitch’ was well received 
and along with a ‘bit of a Hoedown’ 
from yours truly the dancers said they 
had a great time. 


The British Championships at 
Barton Hall were a terrific success as 
reported in last month’s Round Up 
and the videos are now ready. See 
advert for details. 


For those folk who are interested in 
instruction then the new teachers 
association steering committee is 
working away at the first newsletter 
giving more details about the 
associatioin. If you teach anywhere in 
Great Britain then you owe it to 
yourselves to be involved in this 
group so please contact me on 0278 
792233 for details. If you are 
interested in learning to teach 
country/western dance then please 
write to the D. & G. School of Dance, 
3 Church Road, East Huntspill, 
Somerset TA9 3PG, or call me for 
details. I hear on the grapevine that 
D.&G. Instructors John and Jean 
Miles have been booked to appear at 
the Pontin’s Easter Festival at St. 
Mary’s Bay, Brixham. 


Hot off the press from Dick and 
Geneva are details of the 1992 
Barton Hall competitions and rules 
and regulations. As these would take 
up a lot of space in this publication 
send me an A4 stamped self 
addressed envelope and I will send 
you a copy. 
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ANN WILLIAMSON 
IS INSPIRATIONAL 


INSPIR 


&. 


ATIONS 


Courtesy of Telstar Video Entertainment we have five of these 
excellent videos to offer as prizes in a free to enter competition. All 
you have to do is name the songwriters of ‘It Is No Secret’ and ‘One 
Day At A Time’, and send your entries to CMRU Comp, 286/287 High 
Street, Lincoln LN2 1AL, on a postcard or sealed envelope (don’t 
forget to put your name and address on your entry). 


Entries close 28th February, 1992. 


SCOTLAND has two inter- 
national class female Gospel 
singers. One is Sheila Walsh, 
of whom we shall have more 


later, the other is Ann 
Williamson, who has her first 
video, ‘Inspirations’, re- 
leased by Telstar. 


The 50-minute programme 
has 16 songs. mostly from older 
sources, on which Ann turns ina 
cracking performance. If at the 
outset you haven’t realised that 
Ann has a voice of real quality. 
by track three you'll have no 
doubts whatsoever. ‘The Lord Is 
my Shepherd’ is a very difficult 
hymn to sing and I have heard 
many names mightier than 
Williamson make a real hash of 
it. but Ann’s version is superb! 
Other songs include ‘It Is No 
Secret’. ‘Why Me Lord’, ‘In The 
Garden’. ‘Whispering Hope’ 
and ‘How Great Thou Art’. 
Recorded at the Ulster Hall. 
Belfast. before a large and 
appreciative audience, ‘Inspir- 
ations’ has excellent audio and 
visual qualities. 

From a video to a bunch of 
compact discs: 


FOR THE VERY 
BEST IN 
COUNTRY 


TER FESTIVAL 


ge, Bnxham, South Devon 


Featuring 


yx Clearwater Mountain Band 
x Joe Piper & Country Courage x Trevor McLane 
x Alberta Country Band + Pete Palmer Band 
vy Dick Edwards Duo x Yorkie + Bob Bunting 
x Kalibur + Freeway Flyer + Frisco 
x Campbells Country +x Joe Sadio 
yx Les Bennett & Moblesound 
yx Malcolm & Viv Owen x John & Jean Miles 


Plus Country Music Showcase, Western & Square Dancing Trilogy and much, much more! 


Don’t miss out on the Great Music and Atmosphere 


best Country 


of the UK’s 


Festival 


The artistes listed are not in any 


particular order, and the 


management reserves the right 
to alter the programme without 


prior notice 


tO make 


For further details ang 


your bookin, 


SSA* 
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Ad BOLO 
SAL SOLO: ‘Look At Christ’ (Myrrh 
MYRCD 1281). Former rock star 
Solo turns in  an_ excellent 
performance on 15 self penned 
songs, largely inspired by Luke's 
Gospel. Sal's folksy _ style 
communicates exceptionally well 
whether it be a simple arrangement. 
‘Revelation 12’. or a big production 
number, ‘Take This Cup’. Guests 
enhancing the album include Dana 
and David Grant (vocals), Paul Jones 
(harp), Mick O'Connor (mandola. 
mandolin, banjo) and the marvellous 
London Community Gospel choir. 
Recorded at Flame Studios, London. 
Produced by Sal Solo and Mel 
Simpson. Running time 52 minutes. 


DAVID MULLEN: ‘Faded Blues’ 
(Myrrh MYRCD_ 6939). Once 
described as ‘the Eric Clapton of 
Gospel music’, Nashville based 
singer/writer David Mullen has a 
winner on his hands with his second 
album ‘Faded Blues’. For this effort 
Mullen has some mighty assistance 
from Bryan Adams’ drummer Micky 
Cury, Steve Windwood's bass and 
keyboard player Michael Rhodes, top 
‘Music City’ keyboardist Mike Lawler 
and -a special slide guitar guest 
appearance by the great Phil Keagay. 
Of the dozen songs Mullen wrote or 
co-wrote ten. Brilliant! Recorded at 
Digital Recorders and Masterfonics. 
Produced by Justin Neibank, Dennis 
Matrovsky and David Mullen. 
Running time 52 minutes. 


STONELEIGH ’91: ‘The City Of 
God’ (FPI SOPD 2048). The album 
was recorded ‘live’ during the New 
Frontiers Bible Week held at 
Stoneleigh near Coventry. The 
musicians are Dave Fellingham’s 
Opus with vocalists Amanda 
Wolfram. Helen James. Kate Ayling 
and Fellingham leading the worship 
along with David Holden. The 16 
song programme features three new 
songs: Fellingham’s ‘Shout And Be 
Glad’, Graham Kendrick’s ‘Lord We 
Come In Your Name’ and Lex 
Loizide’s ‘I Have Seen The City’. A 
must for all lovers of ‘praise and 
worship’. Produced by Adrian 
Willard. Running time 69 minutes. 


REZ: ‘Civil Rites’ (Ocean/Gnr 
OCED 8136). Rez are a Chicago 


based five piece who have been 


around for 15 years. During that time 
the band have recorded eleven 
albums. the latest being ‘Civil Rites’. 
The twelve tracks are dominated by 
the guitar of Stu Heiss. who also 
handles keyboards, and lean heavily 
toward the blues, undoubtedly an 
influence of group leader Glenn 
Kaiser (vocals. guitar. harp). Kaiser. 
together with Darrell Mansfield. was 
responsible for that tremendous 
blues/Gospel album ‘Trimmed And 
Burnin” issued last year. ‘Civil Rites’ 
is not as heavily blues as that but does 
feature a dozen powerful tracks all 
written by the band — Kaiser. Heiss. 
Roy Montroy (bass. keyboards). 
John Herrin (drums) and Wendi 
Kaiser (vocals). Try ‘Lincoln's Train’. 
‘Hotfootin” and ‘Little Jeannie’. 
Produced by Tom Cameron and Rez. 
Running time 42 minutes. 


KIM HILL: ‘Brave Heart’ (Reunion 
RRACD 0065). A Nashville based 
young singer/songwriter, Kim Hill has 
the potential to crack the top 40. The 
album has ten mixed tracks, ballads 
and rockers. half of them co-written 
by the talented Ms. Hill. Pickers 
include Terry McMillan (percussion). 
Jerry McPherson (guitars) 
Gordon Kennedy (guitars, dobro). 
My particular favourite songs are 
‘Mysterious Ways’. ‘In My Life’ and ‘I 
Will Wait’. Excellent! Recorded at 
Quad, Nashville. Produced by Brown 
Bannister and Wayne Kirkpatrick. 
Running time 42 minutes. 


RICKEY GRUNDY CHORALE: 
‘Spirit Come Down’ (Sparrow SPD 
1271). The Rickey Grundy 20 
member chorale keep alive the 
traditions of black hot Gospel and 
have garnered such a reputation for 
their work that Ronald Reagan 
invited them to perform at his 80th 
birthday party. ‘Spirit Come Down’ 
has ten tracks that clearly display why 
Grundy’s group are among the top in 
America. The traditional stylings. 
often with contemporary 
arrangements, quickly have the 
listeners feet tapping and 
involvement in the excitement of 
these recordings is unavoidable. 
Produced by Patrick Henderson. 
Running time 46 minutes. 


SHEILA WALSH: ‘For A Time Like 
This’ (StarSong SSD 8205). 
Scotland’s ‘Queen Of Gospel Music’ 
really needs no introduction. Her 
many top selling records and her TV 
series ‘The Rock Gospel Show’ made 
her almost a household name. Now 
living a few miles outside of Nashville, 
Sheila stills continues to spread the 
Word in her uncompromising style. 
The new album sees Ms Walsh in a 
more mellow mood than on some of 
her previous releases, but no less 
aggressive in her quest to serve the 
Lord. There are eleven songs, eight 
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and - 


co-written by Sheila. Fellow ex- 
patriot Brit Chris Eaton writes and 
sings backup along with Chris 
Rodriguez and special guest Russ 
Taff. Recorded at Quad and 


Omnisound, Nashville. Produced by 
Paul Mills and Jerry McPherson. 
Running time 48 minutes. 


KATHY TROCCOLI: ‘Pure 
Attraction’ (Reunion 701 0070 725). 
Kathy is a voung rock singer/writer 
with a soulful edge to her voice in a. I 
suppose. Tina Tumer sort of way. 
Seven of the ten songs were either 
written or co-written by Kathy. 
proving she is an intelligent tunesmith 
as well as an excellent singer. I was 
surprised to find the last track, “You 
And I’. was penned by Stevie 
Wonder. What a beautiful song. and 
such a cracking performance! Kathy 
Troccoli could easily follow Amy 
Grant into the top 40, Recorded at 
Cove City Sound, New York. 
Produced by Ric Wake. Running time 
43 minutes. 


PETRA: ‘Unseen Power’ (Dayspring 
4218). Petra, a five piece, haven’t 
had it all their own way during their 
sixteen year history. Their critics have 
been many and influential, including 
prominant influential evangelists 
David Wilkerson and Jimmy 
Swaggart (a responsible critic he 
tured out to be!). Petra were railed 
about their long hair, their clothes and 
their loud, gorgeous music. But 
eventually they won out and now 
have more supporters within the 
business than critics. ‘Unseen Power’ 
is Petra’s fourteenth album and, at the 
risk of using a cliche, it is their best. 
The ten songs quickly sweep by 
leaving the listener fulfilled both 
spiritually and musically. Petra are: 
John Schlitt, John Lawry, Bob 
Hartman (founder member), Louie 
Weaver and Ronny Cates. Produced 
by John and Dino Elefante. Running 
time 41 minutes. 


HUCKLEBERRY HOLLOW: 
‘Beyond The Sunset’ (no label — 
cassette only. Huckleberry Hollow 
are a fine five piece bluegrass outfit 
based in the north east of England. 
The line up features three members 
from one family, the Leggs, Tony 
(guitar, vocals), Ray (fiddle, vocals) 
and Denise (bass, vocals). The 
remaining members are Alan 
Butterworth (mandolin, vocals) and 
Ian Sharp (banjo). The ten tracks, 
recorded at North Tyneside Memorial 
Church (though not ‘live’), are what 
one might describe as ‘the Hall of 
Fame’ of bluegrass Gospel. The lead 
vocals, harmony vocals and instru- 
mentation are first class and one 
could be excused in thinking this was 
a top American bluegrass band 
recorded in a high tech studio. My 
Gospel album of the month. Tracks: 
Tm Using My Bible For A Road 
Map’, ‘Little White Church’, ‘Call His 
Name’, ‘Heaven’, ‘I’m Working On A 
Road’, ‘Sunny Side Of Life’, ‘Beyond 
The Sunset’, ‘I’m Going Home’, ‘Get 
In Line Brother’. 


All compact discs reviewed are available 
from all good Christian Book and Music 
Stores or direct from Word (UK) Ltd, 9 
Holdom Avenue, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, 
MK1 1QR. The Husckleberry Hollow tape is 
available from A. Butterworth, 16 Melville 
Court, Tilery, Stockton on Tees, TS20 2AP, 
priced £4.99 (inc p&p). 
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IAN TYSON, CANADIAN SINGER-SONGWRITER APART FROM KEEPING 


THE COWBOY TRADITION VERY MUCH ALIVE, HAS RECENTLY HAD THE 


PLEASURE OF SEEING THE DELECTABLE SUZY BOGGUSS DESERVEDLY 


TAKE ONE OF HIS FINEST CREATIONS ‘SOMEDAY SOON’ INTO THE UPPER 


REACHES OF THE BILLBOARD’S COUNTRY CHARTS. 


many he will always be 
synonymously associated with the 
sixties folk duo Ian and Sylvia, who shot 
to fame during the folk boom of that 
period. Days when the likes of Dylan, 
Baez, Seeger, Paxton and company 
were weaving their contrasting 
troubadour ballads in coffee houses, 
colleges, etc. Both lan and his then 
wife, Sylvia, wrote some most durable 
material. 


The man himself creating the much recorded 
‘Four Strong Winds’ (Bobby Bare hit in 1964): with 
Sylvia’s initial starting point the much lauded ‘You 
Were On My Mind’, inspired after listening to a 
then, young, unknown Bob Dylan. 


Since those bygone days there’s been many 
changes. some more noticeable tha others, while 
some footings have been completely washed 
away. lan’s early love of ranch life, folk music and 
horses in particular have seen him casting his 
songwriting loop regularly in the direction of 
authentic western ways. He displayed an 
authenticity rarely equalled, captivating his 
audience with graphical image stirring tales — 
backed by his able band The Chinook Arch Riders. 
Tyson’s carefully selected subjects include healthy 
helpings of the gritty. determined rodeo 
competitors (a life that’s often erroneously 
portrayed to be rich on glamour, but if the truth 
were known to many it’s more an uncontrollable 
obsession) and the everyday life in the foothills. 
Other sources of inspiration coming from. his 
childhood days spent reading Will Jones books, 
listening to tall stories from his father George back 
on the small farm near Victoria. 


Five Albums 


Mans love and fascination of the great 
outdoors isn’t just restricted to the terrestrial, 
there’s also great satisfaction obtained when inner 
instincts read the feel of the air. An extra inborn 
sense, registering that silent calm, eerie feel in the 
air before a winter's storm, then on the brighter side 
the knowledge of a chinook’s brewing. Ian gains 
many of his ideas from early morning walks in the 
aforementioned foothills while looking for game, 
before returning to his log cabin. Yet sometimes it’s 
a clear evening that stirs the embers, gazing with 
awesome wonder at an image full sky, where 
clouds can conjure spectacular dimensions — or 
inspiration is garnered from those thin chilly spring 
winds from the close-by snowcapped Rockies. 


Over the last few years Tyson has racked up 
no fewer than five albums on the aforementioned 
theme. It all evolved back in 1982. Ian, on his 
160-acre ranch, snuggled in the foothills of the 
Rockies, outside Longview, Alberta, Canada, 
recorded the descriptively entitled ‘Old Corrals 
And Sagebush’, where he pays tribute to those 
closest to the land — the working cowboy. 
Previous to. which Ian had been content working 
his dream, the ranch he'd bought in 1979, with no 
little assistance from the royalties gained through 
Neil Young’s ‘Four Strong Winds’ hit. 


For a spell he’d reserved his playing and 
singing to a select audience, friends invited to his 
and new. wife Tywlla’s, home. One occasion, 
proving most rewarding to everyone concerned, 
was when he served up a selection of old western 
tunes — the cowboy series was about to evolve. 
Ian met his second wife when playing the 
Ranchman’s bar in Calgary, where she worked 
waiting on tables. Performing in rowdy bars was 
doing Tyson’s moral no good. In fact due to having 
a few beers to motivate his act, he slowly became 
reliant on drink — so he quit both. 


Tyson’s fervour for the western heritage and 
inventive sparkle gain impetus in 1985 when he 
retreated to the idyllic surroundings of his cabin in 
the Rockies and gaining great inspiration he went 
about penning songs for the Stony Plain release 
‘Cowboyography’, that was to garner much critical 
praise and reaping numerous awards in his native 
Canada. It chronicled the western tradition in 
graphic detail. “The Gift’ a fitting tribute to Montana 
cowboy artist Charles Russell; the splendid 


By MAURICE HOPE 


evocative “Navajo Rug’ (a rare collaboration from 
Tyson, with ace singer-songwriter Tom Russell his 
partner) already a standard with many people, and 
other telling tales include that of modern-day 
outlaw ‘Claude Dallas’, alongside the rambling 
adventure-laden ‘Fifty Years Ago’. 


Little wonder he was recipient of the Juno 
award as Top Male Vocalist in 1987 as a result of 
‘Cowboyography’ (selling over 50,000 copies), 
and the Canadian Country Music Association 
bestowed Album, Single (‘Navajo Rug’) and Male 
Vocalist. Tyson’s newly gained popularity gained 
an even wider audience in 1988 when, in the 
company of life-long friend Gordon Lightfoot (also 
a Canadian singer-songwriter) opened the Calgary 
Winter Olympics. A year that also saw lan duly 
inducted into the Canadian Country Music Hall Of 
Fame, a fine tribute to the pioneer of both the folk 
and western culture ballad. Still working hard at 
both the ranching and songwriting, the following 
year Tyson released his fourth cowboy culture 
affair, ‘| Outgrew The Wagon’. On first listen it 
failed to score the instant appeal of 
‘Cowboyography’, yet Tyson’s quality songwriting 
soon becomes most vividly apparent when 
observed more closely. Among the highspots 
there’s the rodeo tributes ‘Casy Tibbs’, “The 
Steeldust Line’, an innovative ‘Irving Berlin (Is 100 
Years Old Today)’, along with a reworking of ‘four 
Strong Winds’. The song fluently tells of the many 
seasonal workers working their way across Canada 
harvesting apples, tobacco and the wheat prairies. 


lan’s bittersweet song dates back to his sixties 
days playing with Sylvia Tyson (nee Fricker). The 
couple first meeting in Toronto. Tyson at the time 
was combining aspirations of becoming a folk 
singer with that of commercial artist, while Sylvia, a 
young country girl from Chatham, Ontario, had 
similar musical aims. Due to restricted work in both 
categories, they moved to New York and got lucky, 
signing a contract with Albert Grossman (he also 
handled Dylan and Peter, Paul and Mary). They 
soon found themselves recording for the Vanguard 
label. Between 1962-1968 they were to put out no 
fewer than seven original packages — progressing 
from folk to their more latterly country flavoured 
material. On leaving Vanguard the duo, with their 
newly formed band Great Speckled Bird, set out 
on the country rock trail, the 1969 album named 
after the band has long been a collector's piece. 
Sylvia Tyson has included a few of the songs on her 
latest release “You Were On My Mind’, making 
music that on reflection Sylvia thinks was ahead of 
it’s time. 


Separate Ways 


Moving into the seventies, they continued the 
partnership concentrated on TV work, hosting 
‘Nashville North’, a CTV weekly series, a 
programme that Ian was to eventually take over 
when they went their separate ways (divorcing in 
1975). Ian’s experience roping calves, working and 
living the outdoor life was to stand him in good 
stead when he started a few years later on his 
cowboy culture creations. 


Ian’s passion for training and riding cutting 
horses still holds strong, along with an inbuilt urge 
to write songs — so there’s every chance another 
real jewel or two may evolve. Emulating the likes of 
the much recorded ‘Someday Soon’, a most recent 
hit for Suzy Bogguss, a song that had previously 
attained minor success through covers from Kathy 
Barnes and Moe Bandy — that’s not forgetting the 
covers by the likes of Judy Collins and Tanya 
Tucker. 


Meanwhile you can sample Ian’s own new 
album Stony Plain ‘And Stood There Amazed’, 
which boasts a Tyson’s first video accompanied 
single ‘Springtime In Alberta’, where you'll still find 
him sitting straight in the saddle. 


Footnote: Ian and Sylvia releases ‘Early Moming 


Rain’, ‘Four Strong Winds’ and ‘Greatest Hits’ are 


available on Start/Vanguard (UK). 
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Here’s 
what 
Alan 
thinks 
about 
the 


album 


Ropin’ The Wind 


AGAINST THE GRAIN: RODEO: WHAT SHE’S DOING NOW: 
BURNING BRIDGES: PAPA LOVED MAMA: SHAMELESS: 
COLD SHOULDER: WE BURY THE HATCHET: IN 
LONESOME DOVE: THE RIVER: ALABAMA CLAY: 
EVERYTIME THAT IT RAINS: NOBODY GETS OFF IN THIS 
TOWN: COWBOY BILL. 


After two highly successful albums, the third one is 
always the most difficult to pull off, and though this is 
Garth Brooks’ biggest selling album so far, it is not 
his best. It is more varied than his first two, he takes 
more risks (he is a man who refuses to stand still or 
be tied down), and he shows more versatility in both 
his singing and his writing. What the album seems to 
lack is a cohesive thread or style. But that could be 
designed. If you are going after a bigger market, then 
the more styles and variety of approach you can 
throw out will give you a wider appeal. 


Initial play gives out three superb songs. The 
first is Larry Bastian’s ‘Rodeo’. This is not the kind of 
song | like, but it is cleverly constructed and Brooks 
gives it a powerful and compelling reading. The 
second is ‘The River’, co-written by Garth and 
Victoria Shaw. This one sums up Garth’s own 
outlook on life. If there is something out there you 
want in life, you've got to have the guts to go out and 
get it. Follow your dream, however rough the river of 
life might be. 


The third gem is ‘In Lonesome Dove’, a 
masterful western ballad. Garth is good at pulling 
these off, and if all the western fans that frequent the 
British country clubs were to latch on to Garth 
Brooks, then the guy would be a big star in Britain 
now. 


A different Garth Brooks surfaces right from the 
opening number. Then there’s the single, 
‘Shameless’, a song written by Billy Joel and givena 
big, dramatic treatment. If you’ve seen Garth's 
performance of this on the CMA awards show then 
you'll know he puts everything into it. There are other 
songs that touched me. ‘What She’s Doing Now’ is a 
great lost love ballad, ‘Cold Shoulder’ telling the 
same story from a different angle and ‘Burning 
Bridges’ about the restless guy who just cannot 
settle down. 


Throughout the production by Allen Reynolds is 
inventive, faultless. and a major reason why this 
album works so well. Gliding smoothly from style to 
style. Brooks croons his way into your-heart with a 
dextrous, almost formidable ease. The stylised 
approach mirrors every mood perfectly and not 
withstanding some obvious lapses into pastiche, |’d 
say he pulls it all off masterfully. A record that grows 
and grows on you, and as time goes by, it just might 
turn out to be the best Garth Brooks album so far! 
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GARTH BROO 


Assuming that everyone 
from the highest rooftop 
Garth Brooks, a country 


‘OU didn’t know that ? Well, I.m 
not too surprised, because in 
Britain it seems to have been one of 
the closest guarded secrets of the 
past twelve months. 


Even people at EMI Records in London 
are not aware, and they are supposed to 
release, promote and market Garth’s 
recordings in Britain. In fact, according to a 
new report in ‘Music Week’, 30th November, 
1991, ‘EMI profits rise, reaching a new high in 
the six months to’ 30th September. The results 
follow strong sales from a number of key 
artists, including Garth Brooks, who sold 5.1 
million album units over the period.’ 


Since that report, Garth Brooks has in fact 
doubled his sales, so that in 1991 his total 
album sales are in excess of ten million, 
placing him well in front of such other major 
names as. Madonna, Pet Shop Boys, Dire 
Straits, Phil Collins, Guns n’ Roses, Prince, 
and Michael Jackson. 


Music Business International, a monthly 
publication for record company executives, 
placed Garth Brooks third album, ‘Ropin’ The 
Wind’, as the world’s top selling album for 
October, November and December. This was 
based solely on sales in America and Canada, 
as to date the album has not been released in 
any other countries. Other albums listed in the 
top 40 by Genesis, Bryan Adams, Dire Straits, 
Prince, Michael Bolton, etc, were all taken on 
sales from around the world. 


Entered Charts At No. 1 


When this album by Garth Brooks was 
released in America at the end of last 
September, advance orders were in excess of 
two million, and ‘Ropin’ The Wind’ entered the 
American pop album charts at number one. 
This was the first time a country album had 
achieved such a feat, and it is also the first 
country album to top the American pop charts 
since Kenny Rogers’ Greatest Hits in 1980. 


This really is quite amazing, because 
compared with Kenny Rogers, Garth Brooks is 
a real country star, who not only wears a 
stetson, but writes and sings about honky 
tonks, ranching, love and divorce and even 
trains. Yes, this guy is the real thing. 


That might be where Garth will come 
unstuck as far as Britain is compared. He 
might be ‘too country’ for British record 
company ‘executives to take. | say this 
because last September, when Garth’s album 
was ready for release in America, EMI London 
made the decision not to release the album in 
Britain until the following. January. 
Furthermore, in an effort to stop British 
country fans buying copies, and so therefore 
reduce subsequent British sales, when is was 
finally released, EMI placed an import ban on 
it, which meant that you could not buy it from 
an import-shop or dealer. 


This was a disgraceful move, totally 
unacceptable and to my mind is further proof 
of why country music is unable to gain a 
foothold in the British music business. The 
people who are running the record companies 
do not like the music, do not understand it, and 
will try everything in their power to hold it back. 


Asano 
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KS: The Phenomend of 195] 


reading this is a country music fan, we all should be standing together and shouting 
s that the biggest selling recording artist around the world throughout 1991 was 
singer. Alan Cackett has been looking at some facts on this phenomenal artist. 


The official reason given for not releasing 
e album earlier was that the EMI sales force 
duld be much too busy working on promoting 
‘w releases by Queen, Tina Turner, and The 
st Shop Boys to be bothered with a country 
oum. 


There are other feeble excuses as well. 
/hen Ropin’ The Wind’ finally hits the British 
cord shops it will have an extra four tracks — 
labama Clay’, ‘Everytime That It Rains’, ‘No 
dy Gets Off In This Town’ and ‘Cowboy Bill’. 
| four songs are taken from Garth’s debut 
9umM, ‘Garth Brooks’. 


ittle Mileage Left 


EMI have needed four months in order to 
jd those four songs and complete new 
twork for the above sleeve. Yet when 
‘eddie Mercury died it took them just 48 
ours to get a single version of ‘Bohemian 
hapsody’ by Queen into the shops (and, of 
yurse, into the charts). 


I'm sorry EMI, it’s just not good enough. If 
arth Brooks had been a rap artist, was soul, 
ck or even jazz, you would have moved 
2aven and earth to have the biggest selling 
bum in the world in the British record shops. | 
>t you would have your staff out there on the 
reets selling his records as fast as you could. 


To the media throughout the world, in 
ctober and November Garth Brooks was big 
2ws. By the time the album is in the British 
1ops he will no longer be at the top of the 
merican charts and the album will not be the 
ggest selling record in the world. There will 
> little mileage either in the music press or for 
idio to push his recordings — in reality 
fopin’ The Wind’ and its success in the 
merican pop charts will be old news. 


Do the whizz kids at EMI’s Manchester 
quare headquarters not know of the old 
1owbiz saying, ‘When you’re hot, you’re hot’. 
arth Brooks was hot property and EMI 
andon should have got off their backsides 
nd done something about it. February will 
irn out to be too late. 


When Garth had the biggest selling album 
| the world he could have been featured on 
V’s Top Of The Pops. BBC could not do that, 
ecause Officially the album was not available 
) them (remember EMI placed an import ban). 
e could also have been played on Radio 
Ine’s American chart countdown virtually 
very week from the beginning of October 
rough to Christmas, but again, BBC did not 
ave access to the album. 


21.99 For ACD ! 


They could have got a copy though. In 
xford Street, London, HMV Records were 
>Iling imported copies of ‘Ropin’ The Wind’ at 
nice price of £21.99. And guess what, do you 
now who owns HMV Records? None other 
ian EMI. Isn’t that a turn-up for the book. You 
2e they have country fans every way. 


It's about time that country music in 
ritain was treated equally to other styles of 
jusic, and not forever as second class 
jusical style just because the guys running 
1e record business don’t happen to like the 
lusic. 
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All we hear is empty promises, but no 
commitment from the record companies. An 
international seminar was held for the first 
time as one of the events at last October’s 
CMA _ sponsored SRO _ Entertainment 
Marketplace in Nashville following the Awards 
Show. 


Titled ‘How Do We Sell Records 
Internationally’, the conference at Nashville’s 
Stouffer Hotel was attended by over 150 
people, more than half of which were from 
countries other than America, with major 
proportion from Europe. 


Typical of the short-sighted attitude was 
the comment made by David Hughes, a 
divisional managing director at EM! UK who 
said he was ‘not interested in trying to move 
country music as a banner’ but was interested 
in ‘taking a specific artist that we believe has 
the potential and desire for international 
succes and market them on their own basis 
and own name. The fact that they happen to 
come from Nashville or happen to be country 
is absolutely ancillary.’ 


If this guy and his record company 
practised what he had said at that seminar, 
then Garth Brooks album would have been in 
the British record shops in October and this 
article need never have been written. No EMI 
London are not really bothered with a country 
artist, whether there is potential to market 
them outside of country music circles or not. It 
is much easier for them to raid the archives 
and put more and more compilations by the old 
has-beens of country music, namely Slim 
Whitman, Glen Campbell, Kenny Rogers, 
Crystal Gayle, and many others. 


Country His First Love 


Don’t get me wrong. | like all of those 
performers. But is has to be faced, they belong 
to yesteryear. Country music in the 1990s 
belongs to the new young talent, like Brooks, 
Suzy Bogguss, Trisha Yearwood, Vince Gill, 
etc. And those acts should have material 
readily available in Britain, clearly labelled 
country music, but sold to as wide an audience 
as possible. The label country music will not 
hold back sales potential if the marketing is 
handled properly. 


But that means that the sales people must 
believe in what they are selling. When they go 
home at night and turn on the CD player, 
alongside the latest Hammer, Michael Bolton 
and Mariah Carey disc they listen to, they 
should also play a little country, listen with 
unbiased ears, and they might then believe in 
what they should be selling. 


Garth Brooks is big in America, but he 
continues to call himself and his music 
‘country’. Country music is his first love and 
this comes through strongly in his music and 
every time he appears on TV. In interviews he 
makes it very clear that he is proud to be 
involved in country music. 


Not only is Garth Brooks outselling every 
other musical act in America, he is also 
collecting every other award that is on offer. 


At the CMA’s 25th Anniversary awards 
ceremony staged in Nashville and televised 
throughout America, Garth was honoured with 


NUMBER ONE COUNTRY MUSIC NEWSPAPER 


+ 


the CMA’s -most prestigious award as 
‘Entertainer of the Year’ as well as winning 
‘Album of the Year’ for his ‘No Fences’ album, 
and to cap it all won Single:of the Year for 
‘Friends In Low Places’ and Video of the Year 
for ‘Thunder Rolls’. 


Accepting the Entertainer of the Year 
award in the presence of US President George 
Bush, an exultant Brooks commented: ‘It’s 
funny how a chubby kid can just be having fun 
and they call it entertaining.’ 


A Household Name 


Oklahoma-born Brooks didn’t release his 
first album until the spring of 1989 and in the 
past two years has sold almost twelve million 
albums. His success has_ astonished 
everyone. In America he has become the 
darling of the tabloid press and top TV 
programmes; his live shows have broken all 
manner of box office records; he’s won critical 


acclaim comparing. him to Bruce Springsteen 
for stamina, showmanship and = crowd 
response; and he has a vast and enthusiastic 
teenage following. 


Are we not a little bit slow in Britain.in not 
jumping on the bandwaggon and making this 
country music phenomena as big a star in this 
country as he is in America, This month that 
all-important. third album finally gains a 
release in Britain. Let’s not hold back, get all 
your friends to go out and buy a copy, get 
non-country fans to listen to it with ‘open ears’, 
let’s make Garth Brooks a household name in 
Britain. 


He could open the doors, as he has done 
in America, for a country explosion. This will 
be as good for the British acts as for the 
Americans, because when people get back on 
to the country music bandwaggon, they will 
also support British country music talent, and 
at this time our homegrown talent need all the 
support that they can muster. 


Don't hold back— go out 


and buy a copy. It will benefit 
everybody inthe long run 
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Doug Stone 


DOUG STONE 


What is special about Doug 
Stone? Well. if you heard his 
debut single. ‘I'd Be Better Off In 
A Pine Box’ you may already 
know the answer. However, one 
has to go back to his tender years 
to learn that it was his mother 
who taught Doug to play the 
guitar. A performer herself she 
introduced her son to the stage 
when he was still only seven. 
Doug's father was disenchanted 
with musicians in general and 
often referred to them as the 
‘sorriest people in the world’. 


Perhaps it was inevitable that 
the parents finally separated. 
The family house was sold and 
Doug. who was now twelve, 
moved with his two brothers and 
father into a trailer on a hillside 
outside Atlanta. 


The accommodation was 
basic and short of facilities. The 
father taught Doug to be a 
mechanic and before long he 
could work on anything from a 
lawnmower to a diesel truck. 
Doug disliked working with 
engines. Fortunately his mother 
still had a great influence over 
him and continued helping with 
his music. 


He was 16 when with a friend 
he formed his own band and 
started playing at $5 a session. It 
was during a gig when he was 
singing one of his own songs 
‘Sugar’ that he noticed a girl in 
the audience started to cry — 
‘surely he was now doing 
something right’. 


A year later he bought a 
mobile home. Removed a wall 
and added his own ‘recording 
studio’". By now he was so 
obsessed with his music he could 
not keep a regular job and finally 


the finance company _ re- 
possessed his home. 


Moving into a 12 foot square 
‘well house’ he was soon 
enlarging this and if at nights he 
was not out somewhere playing 
he would be home recording or 
rehearsing. 

One evening turned out to be 
rather special. A lady by the 
name of Phyllis Bennett was in 
the audience. So impressed was 
she by Doug that she asked him 
for a tape. which she took along 
to Doug Johnson. He likewise 
was impressed and arranged for 
Doug Stone to record three 
songs. The famous producer 
Bob Montgomery heard the 
recordings and immediately 
offered a recording contract. It 
was the first time he had signed 
an artist without seeing him in 
concert. 


The first single ‘I'd Be Better 
Off In A Pine Box’ was an instant 
hit. Within 18 months he per- 
formed over 300 live shows. 
Three more hit singles followed 
and his self titled album turned to 
gold. 1990 saw him being nomi- 
nated by the CMA for Male 
Vocalist. Album and Single of 
the Year. Last year Doug 
reached the final nominations 
for the Horizon award. His 
second album ‘I Thought It Was 
You’ has been in the US charts 


Year. 


since last August. It is now 
available on Epic in the UK. It’sa 
cracker! 


Full of fine songs with several 
begging to be released as singles. 
The title track already released 
as a single instantly stamps him 
with the very best. To confirm 
this ‘The Feeling Never Goes 
Away’ will have all the. girls 
swooning, placing Doug Stone 
alongside George Strait. 


‘A Jukebox With A Country 
Song’ is quite superb and will 
knock ’em for six down in the 
honky tonks. With totally fresh 
and individual lyrics it promises 
to be a standard. 


Fora total change of mood the 
last track on the album ‘They 
Don’t Make Years Like They 
Used To’ gives full range to the 
richness of his voice. Other fine 
tracks include the gentle ‘If It 
Was Up To Me’ and, ideal for 
dancing to at the country music 
clubs, ‘Burning Down The 
Town’. 


Doug Stone is an artist who 
will appeal to all people. 


CARLENE CARTER 


Although born the daughter of 
two country stars, Carl Smith 
and June Carter, in September 
1955. Carlene was still only a 
babe of two when her parents 
divorced. Her father went on to 
marry Goldie Hill, one of the 
most popular country artists of 
the 50s. 


TWO FOR ’92 


By RICHARD KIRK 


witnessed the 


199 il breaking achievement of 


Garth Brooks picking up no less than six 
CMA awards including Entertainer of the 


Many will think of Vince Gill as a ‘new artist’. 
He. in fact. has been around for many a long year 
and deservedly won Male Vocalist of the Year, and 
it was his vocalising that helped ‘When I Call Your 
Name’ to win Song of the Year. 


A pleasant surprise was Tanya Tucker picking 
up the Female Vocalist award. Something this lady 
should have won many vears ago. 


So who will hit the starry heights this year. 
There is a vast array of talent out there. With 
dedication. tenacity. the right songs and the right 
people pulling for them and lady luck on their side 
who for a brief glorious moment will be the 
Number One. I offer you two for 92: 


‘10,000. — Her 


record 


In later years Carlene was to 
change her surname from Smith 
to Carter. Not through any bad 
feeling towards her father. 
Simply there were no males in 
the Carter Family and Carlene 
being of the third generation 
wanted to keep the name alive. 


Her first appearance before an 
audience was at the age of five 
on one of her mother’s shows. 
Carlene and her younger sister, 
Rosie. became very close. 
They spent a lot of time together, 
their mother often being out on 
the road. There were fond 
memories though of travelling to 
State and County Fairs with the 
Carter Family. 


When June wed Johnny Cash 
in 1968 life changed drastically 
for her daughters. Johnny had 
his TV show and many famous 
names such as Bob Dylan. 
James Taylor, Eric Clapton and 
Steppenwolf visited their home. 
The girls were being spoilt. By 
the age of 15 Carlene was 
married and a mother. 


It wasn’t until a couple of years 
later that she realised how 
famous the Carter Family really 
were. In company with sister 
Rosie and step sister Rosanne 
she performed with the Carter 
Family in front of an audience of 
grandmother 
receiving a standing ovation 
when she appeared on stage. 


Carlene though was a rebel 
and in due course was to work 
her way through three marri- 


ages.For a period of time she 
lived in London with one of her 
husbands, the British musician 
Nick Lowe. 


In 1978 she signed her first 
recording contract with Warner 
Brothers. Her music was rock 
orientated. Over the next ten 
years she worked hard at her 
music and added songwriting to 
her skills. 


By 1988 Carlene was heading 
back down that country road 
and she joined company with 
Aunt Helen and Anita and 
mother June to record the very 
fine Carter Family album 
‘Wildwood Flower’ on Mercury/ 
Polygram. Jack Clement. pro- 
duced and musicians included 
Mark O'Connor on fiddle and 
mandola, Roy Huskey Jr. on 
bass and Kelly Malone on drums 
and percussion. Johnny Cash 
joined Jack Clement and others 
on background vocals. 


In 1990 Warner Brothers 
came up with another recording 
contract and the Reprise album 
‘I Fell In Love’ was released in 
the US and the UK. It entered 
the US charts and stayed there 
for 10 months. 


Nine of. the eleven cuts 
Carlene either wrote or co-wrote 
including the title track that 
kicked the album off to a terrific 
start with its happy and pulsating 
rhythm. 


‘The Sweetest Thing’, a very 
gentle song of lost love, certainly 
deserved to receive cover 
versions by other artists. 


Photo: Brian Shelley 
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Carlene Carter 


‘Goodnight Dallas’ with it’s 
touch of rock and a hint of 
accordion, and the brass in the 
background, must surely have 
many a two-stepper smiling with 
delight. 


The biographical ‘Me And 
The Wildwood Rose’ confirm 
the roots go very deep for 
Carlene and her rendering of 
A.A. Carter's ‘My Dixie Darlin’’ 
is a total knock out. 


Perhaps the producer, Howie 
Epstein, is a soothsayer as the 
final track on this great album is 
titled ‘Easy From Now On’. 
Certainly Carlene has impressed 
‘the establishment’. Receiving 
nominations for Female Vocalist 
and Album of the Year and she 
was given the honour along with 
Clint Black of announcing the 
nominees for the Awards 
Showitself that was held in 
Nashville last October. 


In her own words: ‘I'd like 
people to know that I really love 
being home. I love country 
music and where it’s going. A lot 
of kids are liking it now and that’s 
what I want to contribute to. It’s 
going in a good place.’ 


Carlene Carter comes from a 
first class pedigree. Add to this 
her own fine talent and if she 
plays her cards right she may 
well find herself on the threshold 
of super stardom. 


Watch out for her. A tour of 
the UK. Switzerland and 
Holland is being arranged for 
June. 


FIVE DAYS AND NIGHTS OF ENTERTAINMENT WELCOMES IN THE NEW YEAR 


The Silver Dollar Saloon 
presented bands for dancing 
while the Grand Ole Opry 
lounge provided a _ listening 
audience with artists to please 
every taste. In the Tennessee 
Sun lounge the resident not only 
showed off it’s own talents but 
was also available to assist any 
visiting artists to the Showcase. 


The smooth running of the 
shows in all the. venues was 
down to the comperes cum stage 
managers who were always on 
hand to sort out any probems. In 
the Ballroom, Joe Sadio looked 
after the visiting bands and 
ensured that they were always 
on stage as required whilst over 
in the Cabaret Lounge. Bob 
McClure worked hard and long 
throughout the day before 
compering the shows at night. In 
the Sun Lounge Jeff Cliffson not 
only ran the shows. but provided 
a spot himself as well as 
appearing in the Cabaret Bar. 


The backbone of any festival 
is the house bands and in West 
Virginia. Campbell's Country 
and Frisco. Pontin’s provided a 
solid partnership. 


In the Cabaret Lounge West 


Virginia opened as only they 
can, with a mixture of song, 
mirth and mayhem. A mixed 
bunch of songs both ancient and 
modern set the mood for the 
whole festival with a medley of 
Marty Robbins numbers being 
particularly well appreciated. 
Jeff Cliffson also contributed a 
solo spot to the evening's pro- 
ceedings before Tony Collins 
and Bakersfield closed the 
evening’s entertainment. Their 
performance included an atmos- 
pheric version of Paul Richey’s 
‘The Devil Inside’ and ‘Any 
Dream Will Do’ from the musical 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
colour Dreamcoat. 


On Sunday Freddy Jameson 
and Convoy came over to the 
Cabaret Lounge for a lunchtime 
session after keeping the dancers 
happy on the opening night in 
the ballroom. In the evening 
Rambling Fever set the feet a- 
tapping while the cabaret spot 
was opened by big Bob King 
from Manchester. an excellent 
solo performer who provided a 
varied programme to suit 
everyone. Joe E. Hamilton and 
High Chapperal came over from 
Ireland to present 90 minutes of 


NCE again the crowds gathered at 
Pontin’s Holiday Centre in Prestatyn for 
the annual New Year get together, which 
consisted of five days and nights of almost 


non-stop country music presented from three 
main centres in the complex. Ken Birkinshaw 
was there and reports. . 


their kind of country bettered 
only by their lunchtime show on 
New Years Eve when they 
received a standing ovation. 


On Monday. Rambling Fever 
proved themselves to be far 
more than a dance band when 
they turned in a powerhouse 
performance at the lunchtime 
session. This band are certainly 
making people sit up and take 
notice. The Yellow Rose 
Country Band from Nottingham 
followed and also provided the 
audience with a first class set with 
some great three part har- 
monies. In the evening a young 
man called Rick Dennis from the 
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afternoon's Showcase opened 
the evening's cabaret with a nice 
selection of deep voiced 
standards followed by Johnnv 
Marks who returned to Pontin’s 
where he first made his name 
and was welcomed like the 
prodigal son. The ladies in 
particular sat in awe and listened 
to the soft sentimental songs 
dispelled by this troubadour of 
the laid back lyric. The Brazil 
Band made a quiet start to their 
spot but soon livened up the 
audience especially with their 
brilliant instrumentals. 


On New Year's Eve. H.D. 
Hawks and the Clearwater 


rattan ete’ rae 
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Mountain Band showed just why 
they are one of the most 
improved bands around when 
they appeared in the ballroom 
attracting much attention as did 
Merseyside band Cactus. the 
previous evening. Over in the 
Opry. Jeff Cliffson once again 
opened and kept the audience 
moving along towards the New 
Year with his own intimate style 
of music. As always. West 
Virginia proved themselves to be 
amongst the best in Britain witha 
mixture of country and comedy. 
which always seems to go down 
well no matter how many times 
you have heard the jokes. 


A young lady known only as 
Sally provided a brief spot of 
Patsy Cline songs before the 
resident showcase group. Frisco. 
came on stage as the rostered 
band had failed to materialise. 
This experienced three piece 
outfit filled the void admirably 
saving what might have been a 
disastrous evening. No little 
thanks were also due to Country 
Couple from Liverpool who also 
provided an excellent spot to the 
midnight hour. From then on. 
the Pontin’s New Year party 


really began with various artists 
jamming away into the early 
hours and beyond. 


On New Year's Day there was 
no respite from the music with 
Noel Dillon and the Foster Boys 
providing an entertaining lunch- 
time spot with much showman- 
ship. In the evening Jed Power 
and Kentucky Blue from War- 
rington came down from the 
Showcase to open the evening’s 
proceedings and provided a nice 
swinging set before Royston 
Jones came along to slow things 
down with a nice mixture of 
songs ranging from ‘The Twelve 
Of Never’ to Hoyt Axton’s 
‘Evangelina’. Finally the Joe 
Piper Band took to the stage to 
end the evening. Despite having 
a bad throat Joe and the band 
brought the festival to a close 
with an entertaining session. The 
Alan Westwood Band did the 
same thing over in the ballroom 
and once again the crowds went 
home happy. 


Festival Director. Bob 
Chapple and his team worked 
tirelessly throughout the five 
days before going home to 
prepare for the next onslaught. 
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Susan McCann Kicks Off 
92 With Hectic Schedule 


ee a busy time ahead for top ranking Irish entertainer 

Susan McCann as she heads into the New Year with 
a single, Scottish and English concert tours, and a return 
to the States already set in her diary. 


First off is the new single, 
released by popular demand, 
‘Broken Speed Of The Sound 
Of Loneliness’, penned by John 
Prine and taken from Susan’s 
current best selling album 
‘Diamonds And Dreams’ (Prism 
Leisure). 


Released at the beginning of 
this month, ‘Broken Speed Of 
The Sound Of Loneliness’ is 
coupled with two other songs 
from the album, ‘When I Hear 


The Music’ and ‘I Vow To Thee 
My Country’, and available in 7 
inch vinyl (PLA 777), cassette 
(PLA 777C) and CD (PLA 
777D). 


Meanwhile ‘Diamonds And 
Dreams’ remains a best-selling 
item and is currently enjoying its 
twelfth week in the UK Country 
Album Charts. Incidentally the 
album secured Susan _ the 
honour of being the first female 
singer, from this side of the 


Atlantic, to hold down a Top 10 
placing in these charts — moving 
up to number 5 within a month 
of its release, : 


At the beginning of this month 
Susan and her band The Story- 
tellers are reunited with her 
Scottish fans for a series of 
concert appearances. 


After this tour she will fly to the 
States where she makes a return 
appearance at the Strawberry 
Festival in Plant City, in the 
Tampa Bay area of Florida. She 
will be appearing alongside top 
attractions such as Anne Murray, 
Merle Haggard, Don Williams, 
Barbara Mandrell, Emmylou 
Harris, Travis Tritt, Vince Gill 
and Charlie Daniels. 


In May Susan will commence 
her first ever tour of English 
concert venues. Full details next 
month. 


's always nice when country folk get ‘hitched’ and Valerie Mitchell and Alfred Hendra are pictured o' d 
the Redruth (Cornwall) Methodist Chapel. Many members of the Golden Nugget CMC were in 
attendance and they formed a guard of honour, all dressed accordingly, outside the Chapel door holding 


various American flags. 


KEN FREEMAN, RIP 


IT IS with great sadness that we at Country Music Round Up, and myself in 
particular. report the death of Mr. Ken Freeman, the founding Editor of North 
Country magazine. Ken, who was aged 61, had been seriously ill with 
stomach cancer for many months. and finally passed away in the early hours 
of Saturday. 11th January. 1992. 


After spending most of his working life in the printing trade. Ken finally 
achieved his ambition of marketing his own country music magazine in 
March 1988. when he began the production of North Country. He was a 
popular and well respected figure on the Nottinghamshire country music 
scene long before he ever started the magazine. He had been a founder 
member of the Silver Dollar Floating Outfit, which at it's peak helped raise 
much needed funds for a whole host of worthwhile causes. For many years 
he organised country music shows at Annesley Miners Welfare. before he 
and his dear wife Margaret formed the long established Silver Buckle CMC. 
which still operates every Sunday from it’s original venue of the Catholic 
Social club in Kirkby in Ashfield. 


Ken was a great believer in British country music and in giving new 
talent a chance. More than one of today’s popular acts were raw and 
inexperienced newcomers to the scene when Ken booked them. Of course. 
not every new act he booked had star potential, there were the occasional 
disasters when the unknown and the awful rapidly cleared the club. 
However. such setbacks never seemed to bother Ken. the next time a new 
act wanted a chance, he would try his best to oblige. 


Besides his passion for country music, Ken was a talented ‘amateur’ 
artist. indeed his water colour paintings of birds and wildlife were much 
admired by all who saw them. 


SPRING TOUR 1992 


Ken cared and that was reflected in his private as well as public life. He 
never boasted about doing this or that, he was in reality a quiet modest man. 
Although on reflection | realise | shouldn’t have been, | can remember being 
surprised to discover that he and Margaret were long term foster parents. It 
was no big deal to him. young children needed caring for. he felt he could 
help. so he did. Even while he was seriously ill, he and Margaret continued 
to look after three young children. 


THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 
SUNDAY 
TUESDAY 
WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 
MONDAY 
TUESDAY 
THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 
SUNDAY 
TUESDAY 
WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 
TUESDAY 


COLCHESTER 
WORMLOW 
WIMBLEDON 
WORTHING 
NORWICH 
HAYES 
HATFIELD 
PETERBOROUGH 
DARTFORD 
BIRMINGHAM 
MANCHESTER 
LOWESTOFT 
IPSWICH 
LEEDS 
INVERNESS 
KIRKCALDY 
KENDAL 
TELFORD 
SOHAM, CAMBS 
GUILDFORD 
STRANRAER 


Woods Leisure Centre 

Park Ballroom 

Wimbledon Theatre 

Pavilion Theatre 

University Theatre 

Beck Theatre 

Forum Theatre 

The Cressett 

The Orchard 

Town Hall 

Palace Ballroom (Dance, Dominic only) 
Marina Theatre 

Corn Exchange 

City Varieties 

Edencourt Theatre 

Adam Smith Centre 

Kendal Leisure Centre 0539 729702 
Oakengates Theatre 0952 619020 
Brook House Hotel (Dance, Dominic only) 0353 720324 
Civic Centre 0483 444555 
Ryan Leisure Centre 0776 5150 


0206 853782 
0746 761583 
081 540 0362 
0903 820500 
0603 890204 
081 561 8371 
07072 71217 
0733 265705 
0322 343333 
021 236 2392 


When | first heard Ken was seriously ill | visited him in hospital in 
Mansfield. He knew how desperately ill he was. and how slim his chances of 
recovery were. yet he acted as if he hadn't a care in the world. It wasn’t bluff 
or false bravado — it was simply Ken being himself. Throughout all his long 
and painful illness he retained his dignity and pride. 

0502 573318 
0473 215544 
0532 430808 
0463 221718 
0592 260498 


If ever a sad occasion such as a funeral can be called good. then the 
send off accorded Ken Freeman was indeed that. So many people wished to 
pay their last respects. that it was standing room only in the chapel. A 
recording of Dick Edwards singing ‘The Wind Beneath My Wings’ was played 
prior to the service: Mary T. Rose read from the scriptures: and after a 
poignant and moving service. ‘You're A Million Miles Away’ sung by Dick 
Edwards was played as the mourners filed out. 


| for one will miss Ken. and no doubt countless others will feel the same 
way about losing a good and loyal friend. A line from a Raymond Froggatt 
song seems to sum up how | feel — ‘It was nice to have known you. anyway’. 
WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 
SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 


CASTLE DOUGLAS 
GIRVAN 

DUNDEE 
ABERDEEN 


Town Hall 

Town Hall 

Whitehall Theatre 

Capitol Theatre (Country Festival) 


07765150 
0776 5150 
0382 202513 
0224 583141 


Deepest sympathy on their sad loss to Ken’s wife Margaret. his family. 
from myself and Wendy. all at Country Music Round Up. and his many many 
friends. 


PETE GRIFFIN 
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Wordsearch 


ONE week in country can sometimes be a long 4 
time — so this month we have listed hits from the Compiled 
past that spent just one week at number one in the by 
charts. What you have to do is find the artists who TONY 
put them there from the grid. Remember it’s up, ANDERSON 


down, or across diagonally or either way. 
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The songs that reached number one you need the artists for are: 


11 Come Live With Me 28 Woke Up In Love 
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TOM PACHECO— 


artist has a wide appeal. An 
evening with Tom Pacheco is 
certainly not to be missed. 


Earlier in the year I had been 


Loving You 


12 You're The Best Thing That 29 ThankGodForTheRadio 46 Is/t Still Over 
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MAN WITH A MESSAGE 


his own death with the priest 
stealing his wallet from his 


and arduous tour of the UK was 
drawing to a close. Unfor- 


tunately, his gig at the very 


totally mesmerised by the tales 
he had to tell. By popular 


1 You Are My Treasure 18 Who's Cheatin’ Who 36 Say You'll Stay Until given his CD ‘Sunflowers And 

2 Tall Dark Stranger 19 Drifter Tomorrow Scarecrows’, a mixture of folk 
= 3 Flesh And Blood 20 Older Women 37 ItOnly Hurts For A Little By RICHARD KIRK protest singer, country and 
= 4 Woman (Sensuous 21 Bet Your Heart On Me While blues. Yes, I wanted to see this 
= eee 22 AllRoads Lead To You BS ne mas ie ae i OM PACHECO is very rarely flippant in the lyrics he = man: appear live with just his 
= 5 Soul Song 23 Fourteen Carat Mind ; 9 You Don't Love Me Anymore miics-. The songemiad belof alailling. boakot man guitar for company. Twenty 
= 6 Kentucky Gambler 24 You're The Best Break This 40 Lady Lay Down b g y g, songs were on offer. Each with 
= 7 The Lord Knows I’m Old Heart Ever Had 41 Mama He's Crazy or the last blue whale on earth. It may be the true story of ive own individual story. Those 
= Drinking 25 Fool Hearted Memory 42 You re Gettin’ To Me Again the Vietnam veteran returning home and people’s folk who are gentle at heart may 
= 8 Super Kind Of Woman 26 Jose Cuervo 43 Until | Met You asl dedi have been a little offended by 
= 9 AShoulder To Cry On 27 New Looks From An Old 44 Bop attitude towards him. some of the lyrics. I for one was 
= 10 Superman Lover 45 Can't Stop My Heart From The quirky ‘Paradise’ tells of 


demand the final song of the 


Ever Happened To Me 30 | Got Mexico 47 Do Ya’ corpse... thisstorythoughhasa _ attractive Centre Space was not __—_ evening was ‘The Bullet’. A tale 
13 Hello Love 31 I’m Still Crazy 48 Don’t Close Your Eyes happy ending with his spirit not very well attended. Perhaps of the life ofa bullet from the day 
14 Country Is 32 Devil In The Bottle 49 Sunday In The South liking heaven and returning to Hounslow is not the best of of it's manufacture to the day it 
15 Tennessee Homesick Blues 33 Lizzie And The Rainman 50 Are You Ever Gonna Love his body. This time to really | venues for an artist such as kills and is washed down a 
16 Loving Up A Storm 34 Rocky Me appreciate life. Paradise being Pacheco. stream to be picked up by a 
17 Why Lady Why 35 The White Knight here on earth! child. 


The answers to our Christmas Wordsearch were: 1 Tom T 
Hall. 2 Tammy Wynette. 3 Emest Tubb. 4 Jerry Jeff 
Walker. 5 Hank Snow. 6 Alabama. 7 Bobby Bare. 8 
Vernon Oxford. 9 Mickey Newbury. 10 Conway Twitty. 
11 James Talley. 12 Gram Parsons. 13 Johnny Paycheck. 
14 Ed Bruce. 15 Katy Moffatt. 16 Jimmy Buffett. 17 
Ronnie Milsap, 18 Jimmie Davis. 19 Eagles. 20 Charley 


Pride. 21 Joe Sun. 22 Billie Jo Spears. 23 John Stewart. 


24 Jim Reeves. 25 Carlisles. 26 Guy Clark. 27 Barbara 


Mandrell. 28 Gordon Lightfoot. 29 Steve Earle. 30 David 
Allan Coe. 31 Tex Ritter, 32 Skip Ewing. 33 Merle 
Haggard. 34 Hugh X Lewis. 35 Judds. 36 Cowboy Copas. 
37 Emmylou Hanis. 38 George Jones. 39 Marty Robbins. 
40 Pete Rowan. 41 Kenny Rogers. 


I caught up with Pacheco at 
the end of last year as his long 


RK: Tom, I have the feeling by the kind of songs 
you write you must write in the wee small 


This said, however, the 
audience included a group of 
visitors from Italy proving the 


After the gig I went backstage 
and had a brief chat: 


TP: I very rarely get home sick. Just once ina great 
while a wave comes over me and then it’s 


TIM 


pee 


hours of the morning. 


I write from about 8 till 4. I almost never write 
during the day. I have always been nocturnal. 


gone. | normally live where I am. I find a 
place. I work in it. I write in it. ’'m sure I will 
settle down in a rocking chair and all that. . . 
but not yet! 


O sad etailoneds OED TIME BOGE AEILEY ~N AN OTH ER Biss Theat sis a ae fe Woy? RK: Where in the States were you raised? 
ot o TP: I was in Nashville for about a year and a TP: M Pirate er pure Sule AN 
o L 19? quarter. | didn’t really like it there. A friend of rma. toe - : ne 1D i naa Cae 
o V oROUND UEAYCUNPARDNER POL Cre mine, an Irishman, who use to own a club in se sil baa mn See use A aia 
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@ The Park Place Social Club, Knaresborough, 
provided a well varied spread of acts for December 
with the popular Mike Lane appearing early in the 
month. Now based in Doncaster Mike has the visual 
stage trappings, flags and the like that provide instant 
audience interest. A pleasing spread of material with 
the odd banjo number thrown in which only faltered 
when his daughter, who plays a solid bass line, 
added her vocals which were thin and off key. 
Hopefully time and practice will remedy this as it took 
the edge off a most creditable performance from the 
duo. 


@ The excellent Mike Russell, on steel, gave an 
almost sleezy effect to the western swing numbers 
performed by York’s Rogue Band. With Heather on 
accordion and keyboards, Mark on drums and Roger 
lead vocals the band breezed through an evening of 
country and cajun inspired music. Some of the 
numbers were perhaps a little bit too much on the 
safe side given the talent on stage but for an encore 
they pulled out a well rolling version of the classic 
‘Promised Land’. 


@ Different again were the Out of Town duo. It’s 
easy to see why Paul and Lee have a full diary of 
engagements as either by luck or design they have 
managed to capture the long gone 50’s sound both 
musically and vocally. Their most arresting numbers 
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must be the Everly Brothers inspired material but 
they do carry the sound and feel through the entire 
performance giving a touch of nostalgia to even the 
modern material. 


@ Winner for the fourth successive year of the Most 
Popular Solo Artist award, Johnny Marks once again 
pulled a full house at Harrogate CMC. Drawing 
material from his new cassette which included 
‘Chained To A Memory Of You’ the audience 
warmly appreciated his easy style and genial 
delivery. 


@ Unfortunately, due to illness, Dick Edwards was 
unable to appear for the Christmas show with its 
magnificent free buffet; but the evening was saved at 
short notice by the Bob Allison Duo. The duo 
presented a pleasant evening of popular songs which 
included some of their own self-written numbers. 


@ The first act of the New Year was the Graham 
Broughton trio who, with lots of ad lib humour, 
moved the evening along at a fine pace with a good 
selection of songs. By all accounts a brilliant night 
with once again another free buffet generously 
provided by the club members. 


@ A cheerful letter from John Ward of York informs 
me that he has just put together a trio called the 
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Tuckenhay Diamonds. Most recently appearing with 
the Malton based Broken Spoke, guitar playing John 
has recruited the talents of lan on keyboards and 
Alison on bass who both provide back up vocals to 
his lead singing. The enclosed biog also revealed that 
John is a prolific songwriter who at the moment is 
under contract to RCA on their Arista label. 


@ Irish band, The Indians, are making a live video at 
the Top Hat Club in London very shortly and will be 
pleased to see any interested punters who wish to 
attend the event. The free admission is by invitation 
which can be obtained by contacting their Dublin 
office, telephone Dublin 963888/902356. 


@ The Leeds Country Music Festival, to be held in 
August, has an impressive rosta of acts scheduled to 
appear over the three day event. Camping will be 
available at the Temple Newsham site with plenty of 
side shows and activities including an American car 
competition. (Perhaps | should ship me green ‘land 
yacht’ over from Washington for this, it would stand 
a chance on size alone!) 


@ Couch potatoes will have relished the chance to 
see the recent TV repeat of the Heartfelt Highways 
documentary film featuring Guy Clark and friends 
with a very youthful Steve Earl appearing in the final 


SCOTS SCENE 


By Jackie Blair, 17/1F3 Rossie Place, Edinburgh EH7 5SD. Tel. 031 661 6886. 


stages. I also caught a banjo wizz Tony -Trishka 
performing a couple of great numbers in a mediocre 
John Denver film one Saturday afternoon; total 
immobilisation due to a terrible bout of flu does have 
some compensations. 


@ On the bluegrass festival front the highly 
enjoyable Abergele event in August will not take 
place this year but stepping smartly into the vacant 
slot a bonus for acoustic music fans will be the first 
Yorkshire Bluegrass Festival. The proposed location 
between Silsden and Addingham is a permanent 
holiday site which appears to be tailor made. Its 
existing facilities include showers, restaurant, bar and 
concert room. Further details will shortly be 
available. 


@ And finally, | figured there was no better way to 
see the start of the year than to go to Buttershaw 
Lane WMC to see Dillinger on their home ground. 
The club room was packed to capacity by 8.30 and 
the band on fine form despite a late finish at 
Liverpool the previous evening. Derek’s ‘Twelve 
O'Clock Feeling’ is still one of the better songs that 
describes the end of a long night's gig. Unfortunately 
I had to depart after two very good sets which were 
done in true Dillinger fashion with enough 
wisecracks and sideways humour to fill a book. 
Listen out for Mike’s telling of the ‘radio letter’ — a 
heartbreaking side splitter. Future acts at the club 
include Liverpool's Kelly Band with a welcome 
return in March of Cross Country. 


Keith Manifold 


@ A Guid New Year to you all ! 


@ News comes to me that several country and 
western clubs are on the move. The Yellow Rose in 
Johnstone remain at the Keany Club but will now 
meet on Friday nights instead of Sundays. The 
Southern Star move to the Gartferry Hotel, 
Racecourse Road, Ayr, where they will meet each 
Wednesday. As I mentioned last month, the Tucson 
Club move to the Tartan Club, Fountainbridge, 
Edinburgh, and finally the Border Badlands CMC, 
who meet at the Halcrow Stadium, Gretna, are 
switching their meetings from the first Sunday in the 
month to the first Saturday, from February '92, in the 
hope that attendances will pick up. 


@ Jim Viemmiks tells me that the Silver Dollar Club 
is going well in the Farmer’s Rest, Hawick. Recent 
bands appearing there were Edinburgh’s newly 
formed Route 65, who went down very well as did 
Darlington based band Apache. 


@ Texas Gun unfortunately didn’t make their gig at 
the Border Club in Berwick, due to their van 
breaking down on the outskirts of Edinburgh, but the 
organisers of the club managed to put together a very 
enjoyable night thanks to Keith Manifold who did an 
extra spot, local lad Rob Bell, and DJ Brian Stanley, 
who put on a country disco and quiz. 


@ TheJohnC. King Family Band appeared in Kelso 


but unfortunately the punters did not turn out for this 
very entertaining band. 


@ Sunset Trio appeared at the Eildon Centre, 
Coldstream. I am told that this act was certainly 
different but a few of the audience didn’t appreciate 
the slap bass. 


@ Dumfries Double K Club’s acts for December 
were Lemon Grass and Jolene and Barry — both 


very good acts. 


@ Acts already booked for the Dumfries Festival on 
Sunday, 3rd May, are Logue and McCool, Mary 
Duff, Sarah Jory and the John C. King Family Band. 


@ Bands appearing at the Burns KC Club in 
Kennoway recently were Maggie and Country 
Express, Kincade and Texas Gun. 


@ December was the Tucson’s final month at the 
Berry Suite and what a smashing month it was with 
the John C. King Family Band who put on their usual 
excellent show; Stoney Broke (who are one of my 
own favourite bands) they always entertain with a 
well thought out programme of old and new 
material, I just wish they could get the volume right. 
Tommy Truesdale and the Sundowners, with 
Dougie Stevenson guesting on steel guitar, treated us 
to a pre-Christmas show with a mixture of country, 
rock ’n’ roll, Gay Gordons and the Wild Rover. 


Mel Tarner 


@ The Christmas show itself was very enjoyable 
with Edinburgh’s Shiloh supplying the music for 
dancing and Gerry Ford appearing for the first time 
at the Tucson as a solo act going down very well with 
his backing tapes. 


@ A couple of recordings came my way this month. 
The first being by a young Irish lady called Mary B. It 
is a very nice collection of old and new country songs 
plus one Irish song. I understand that Mary will be 
touring Britian throughout 1992 with her band 
Bakersfield. Guests on this cassette are ace musicians 
Percy Robinson on pedal steel and Charlie Arkins on 
fiddle and harmonica. 


@ Irish singer/songwriter Mel Tamer has a new 
single out. It is the self penned ballad ‘No Arguing 
Back’ coupled with Criss Ball’s ‘Rose of Clare’. Mel 
will also be touring Britain this year with the M.T. 
Band. 
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@ Steve Haggard and his songwriter buddy Teddy Glenn 
got as far as Norfolk at the tail end of their 6 week tour of 
Britain and Sweden and played two gigs here. The first at 
Scottow Barn where locally based Kalamazoo were also on 
the bill: they seemed to enjoy their night with the boys from 
Nashville. Not that being in the company of Americans was a 
new experience for some of them. For instance, their 
drummer is Kenny Smith (long time Warren Reeves man) 
who twice did tours with Slim Whitman no less. Though for 
several years now he has worked with locally based bands 
and for most of the time since his semi-retirement night about 
four years ago at Shipdham, he’s been depping with 
whoever needs a drummer, but recently he’s worked solely 
with Kalamazoo. Other members of the band are Dave 
Beard (vocals/bass). Ken Mayes (lead quitar) and Greg 
Symes (steel and vocals). Greg has just written a book about 
life with a band (more details later). Lots of good reports 
about Kalamazoo have come my way since the formation a 
year or so ago, and indeed they showed here that they can 
please. They kept the floor full all night! 


@ Steve and Teddy's voices were beginning to show the 
strain of the tour, even when I was speaking to them before 
they went on. But after a couple of numbers they'd ‘freed off 
and they went on to do two super sets, the last of which saw 
Kalamazoo join them on stage. 


@ The following night at the Apollo, Harleston, Steve and 
Teddy shared the bill with New Dawn. In fact they only had to 
do one set — luckily, as their voices were hardly up to talking 
by now. However the boys tell me that they are definitel 

going to do another tour and this will be with a band, They 


sang lots of traditional stuff with a little taste of what they write 
thrown in. On tape they sing all original songs but it seems to 
me their strength is really in their songwriting. In fact, Teddy is 
extremely pleased that both Kenny Rogers and George Strait 
have songs of his ‘on hold’. 


@ Wayland CMA managed to raise £515 for the Ricki Sylva 
appeal, and on a night when only 117 members attended. A 
superb effort (a bottle of whisky made £65!). 


@ 50 seems to be a number that cropped up a lot lately. At 
Hellesdon Community Centre, Norwich, Radio Broadland’s 
Bob Morgan celebrated his ‘official’ 50th (I’m sure the real 
one was 20 years ago!). Then the very next night Chas Smith 
of Ohio State celebrated his 50th at the Hammond High 
School, Swaffham, where Betty and Arthur Lawrence and 
friends were hosts. When I arrived Chas and the boys were 
already opening the evening with Haggard’s ‘Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star’, which came drifting across the car park 
through the fog to greet us. Inside the heaters were on and 
there was a nice welcome at the door. Chas had taken over 
on lead vocal from Bobby Graham for ‘Together Again’, an 
appropriate song since it was a long time since | had been 
here: long before | took over the regional pen. Chas’ ‘Heart 
Of Glass’ was song of the night. Surely any Buck Owens fans 
who have not yet caught up with Ohio State should make 
sure they do so before the end of the year when Chas retires. 
(This occurs on 25th December after their performance that 
goes with the lighting of the Euro Beacon at Watton.) The 
great love Chas has for the man comes through as an 
uncanny likeness when he sings his songs. And make sur 
vou buy his ‘Tribute’ album. Other highly rateable numbers 
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on the night were Bobby on Haggards ‘Chill Factor’, and 
Chas on ‘Bridge Over Troubled Waters’. Thanks to all 
concerned. 


@ Unfortunately Ohio State fell foul of Society 90's back in 
November when thieves stole a Carlsbro Power Mixer Desk 
(which was a borrowed one and not insured) plus £200 
worth of leads and all stage clobber. Watch out for anyone 
wearing an ‘Ohio State’ jacket because these jackets were 
never sold, and someone has already been seen in the 
Norwich area. Geta description of the wearer if you can. Also 
taken was Chas’ much loved Gibson EBO bass, No. 800911. 
Nothing else the same says Chas, not even other EBOs. Any 
info please call 0603 56607 (also for bookings). Their steelie 
Joe Zsiros has left and they are now looking for a bass player 
for a change. 


@ Nice to hear again from John Parsk of the Ponderosa 
Club, Stowmarket. 0359 40517 will get you club details for 
this, their 25th anniversary year. Bands please note that they 
will be meeting at the Football Social Club, Bury Road, 
Stowmarket (still Fridays) as from 14th of this month. 


@ Both Bob McKinlay and New Dawn pulled out all the 
stops and provided a great party night atmosphere at the 
Scottow Barn: as did Mervyn J. Futter and band at the 
Apollo 


@ A very responsive audience went wild for Sarah and 
Dominic Kirwan (who kissed every woman and shook the 
hand of every man present) at the Lowestoft Marina 


@ Keith and Belinda Rudland had a fabulous treble bill with 
Sarah, Lemon Grass and New Dawn — how could you go 
wrong? Compere was big John Lincoln. 


@ Radio Suffolk's Brian Mann tells me his Western Rodeo 
Band is undergoing line up changes, more details once 
confirmed. They have some exciting tour prospects lined up 
under a different name. Watch for’em. 


@ When you hear Malcolm Cook on his regular visits with 
Roy Waller LISTEN. 99 per cent of what he says is spot on. 


@ Something for everyone at Radio Broadlands free 
listeners Christmas party. All regionally based bands recently 
formed. The Front Line country band (mostly standards) the 
Weaver Bros (mostly new country) and City Limits made an 
enjoyable afternoon with live broadcast by Bob Morgan. 


@ Poacher are on ‘Top Of The World’ this month. Who says 
so? Jim Wilson of Top of the World Cabaret Club. Admission 
£3. Telephone 0553 767363 for details of this new venue. 


@ Thanks to Clarence and Jenny for inviting my wife and to 
see the New Year in with them at the Wisbech Lucky Strike 
CMC. A full house danced in 92 to Dick and Heather High 
and Band (Ace High). Pat Maitland was seen at 12.15 am 
trying to learn to line dance and laughing at the same time. 
Don’t you know the rules yet Pat? Big John Lincoln was 
compere with Pat operating the disco 


@ Thanks to all bands, promoters and readers alike for all 
your Christmas cards, New Year wishes and calendars. Neu 
Year resolution: To bury all old hatchets and start a fresh !! 
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@ Hi, loads of news this month so straight into it with a report 
I received from Mike Porter who tells me The Stocksman 
CMC, High Street, Wigton, had one of the best nights ever 
with guest star Mary Duff and her band, who, as well as 
pleasing fans they enjoyed themselves as this was their last 
venue before sailing home for Christmas. Whilst performing 
her standout song of the night, ‘Yellow Roses’, a touch of 
romance (??) was added to the show when Mary was 
presented with a single yellow rose and a bouquet of yellow 
roses from her ardent fans (three Mikes). 

@ Ann Breen and her band gave a super show at Appleby 
Grammar School where she entertained a crowd of 400. 

@ Solo artist Joe McShane stepped on to the stage at Cleator 
Moor Civic Hall, West Cumbria, with a pleasant repertoire of 
country music. He warmed up the audience before the Irish 
songbird Sheila Barry and her band who put forth a sparkling 
performance entertaining the fans with strong vocals. Sheila 
sang her way through older Irish favourites to modern day 
country. Highlighted song of the night being Highway 101’s 
‘Somewhere Tonight’. Edna, on drums, proved she’s more 
than just a pretty face, providing two solo numbers. This 
value for money show was compered by singer, comedian 
Don Spedding. This was a first visit to Cumbria for Sheila but 
I can guarantee it wont be her last. 


@ Ovation from North Yorkshire kept the audience at 
Langley Hall CMC, Corby Hill, Carlisle, well supplied with a 
pleasing variety of covers. My own favourites were ‘Lying 
Eyes’, ‘Don’t Close Your Eyes’ and ‘Chances Are’. Karen 
bass and lead singer, has a lovely personality and tells me she 
is going solo in the New Year. I have her number if anyone is 
interested. Other bands recently appearing at Langley Hall 
include Bob Allison, Montana Band, Mike Kool, and Lemon 
Grass, all appreciated by the listening and dancing audience 
at this venue. 


@ Anear full house at Penrith CMC held in the Conservative 
Club, Crown Square, Penrith, witnessed an excellent night of 
non-stop country music from John C. King and his Family 
Band. The audience also appreciated the accompanying duo 
Mike Grace and Billy Nash with their relaxed style of Irish and 
country songs. 


@ I’ve had good reports from Carlisle CWC held in the 
Enterprize, Briar Bank, Carlisle. Crowd pleasers up to date 
include Rob Denny and Dave Eastwood. Also a 
complimentary report from Vallum House Hotel, Carlisle, 
where Mike Young, a solo artist from Cornwall, entertained 
with his rich country voice. 


@ The Greyhound Inn, Bromfield, Aspatria, is now well 
known for its country nights, with a variety of entertainers 
including Little Jackie, Country Rose and most recent the 
Cumbrian Cowboy Mossy. 


@ Nashville Fever, now wishing to be known as The Fever 
raised the temperatures at Cactus Jacks CMC, Workington 
BL, with a lively programme of new and original songs, most 
of their material is rarely heard in our part of the woods but 
‘love them or hate them’ I found them thoroughly enjoyable. 
A friendly bunch of guys who dare to put a different slant on 
country music by doing it ‘their’ way. Perfect sound balance 
with the help of Brian Duggan on sound control. 


@ Thanks to Pam and Eddie for sending their news 
regarding Stockport Country Music Festival to be held at 
Centre Stage, Romiley Forum, 11th and 12th July. An 
excellent line up. I have info for accommodation, anyone in 
our area interested give me a ring. 


@ Thanks to Ron Newton from The Wild West Rangers 
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Charity CWC, Barrow-in-Furmess, who sent me this report. 
Tony Ross and Smokestack gave us a good night of country 
music. Worthy of a mention their version of ‘Seven Spanish 
Angels’. The club’s charity night in December with Blue 
Rooster (every ticket sold) and their friends the Warrington 
Winchester Gentlemen plus Rick Watson’s Dance Team 
from Wrexham were in attendance. He says he would like to 
take his hat off to the Blue Rooster for their professionalism. 
A big thanks and you're welcome back anytime. The evening 
raised £394.61 for Ostley House, a local home for the blind. 
Well done Barrow. 


@ Some of the regular fans at Jim Beams CMC, Gt. Clifton 
BL, thought the sparkle was missing from Key Wests recent 
performance, but still worthy of a listen. 


@ A full house yet again for Ann Breen and her band who 
gave her popular cabaret performance whilst visiting Rosley 
Village Hall, near Wigton, and another sell out show for Ann 
at Stocksman CMC, High Street, Wigton. They also had a 
visit from Father Christmas to warm up the audience before 
the Mulgrew Dancers (approx. 12 years old) dressed in 
cowgirl outfits and later Christmas outfits, clog danced to the 
delight of the crowd before Ann with her mixture of songs 
took the Stocksman by storm. 


@ Next on parade at Jim Beams was Lemon Grass with 
Stubby back in action, His throat problems seem to have 
cleared. Not much to say that hasn’t already been said. I can 
only report Lemon Grass need fear no one, they are in a class 
of their own. 


@ A telephone report from Barron Wood, High Hesket, 
near Penrith, tells of their country nights. Kathy Durkin, very 
popular with the crowd, Manson Grant and the Dynamos, 


good as always, Bob Kendall, a good show, Ann Breen sold 
out, Philomena Begley excellent, third visit from Declan 
Nerney, everybody’s favourite, Declan arrived rather late 
due to fog, but he bounced on stage and did his best. Sarah 
dory paid a visit on her way to Ireland and a good report for 
Sally O’Brien. 


@ There was an air of considerable disappointment when 
the chosen group Kristina and the Kachina Band cancelled 
their booking at Seaton British Legion and had to be 
replaced at short notice by Stonewash from Preston. They 
put forward an entertaining show and made new friends on 
the night I’m sure. 


@ Longhorn, a five piece band from Doncaster, did 
themselves no favours with their performance. They just did 
not seem to get across to their audience at Cactus Jacks. 


@ [note the Silver Spur CMC, Hensingham, West Cumbria, 
played host to M.G. Greaves and Lonesome Too from Hull. 
Sorry I was unable to attend. I enjoy their music but I've had 
no reports on that show up to press. 


@ Tickets are now onsale for Don Williams appearing at The 
Sands Centre, Carlisle, on Friday, 13th March, 6.30 and 
9.15 pm. 


@ As this is slated for my February column, and the time of 
writing is 28th December, I thought you maybe interested in 
this self penned verse, included in my Christmas card from 
friend John Frears: 
~ It began with our music, a specialist sound, 

We called it ‘country’ and crowds came around. 

Duos and five pieces, new artists and stars, 

Late nights, long journeys in coaches and cars, 

The records, the tapes, the sharing, the lending, 

The crowds getting smaller, the good times are ending, 

As club doors close and our meetings grow few, 

I treasure the true ties of friendship with you. 


@ Round Up time for another month so keep is ‘country’ 
and bring along a friend. Keep in touch. 


@ The earlier Christmas deadlines meant I ‘lost’ the 
knockout gig at Swanmore’s School Hall when around 250 
bodies packed inot the large venue where local band Hank 
‘Pop’ Dalton did us all proud. Joy and I danced until gone 
midnight, sustained by a beautifully served buffet. A charity 
function, the bill was also enlivened by master of the naughty 
bits Slim Pickens. Brought tears to many eyes — much to my 
surprise, even my partners! Or was it the garter I bought her 
from the excellent J.R. Western stall in the foyer. 


®@ Hilsea’s Blue Lagoon wherein the Portsmouth CMC hold 
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their Monday nights ended November with Clancy. Local 
band Georgia opened December at Hilsea and were good; 
the floor was kept full with good country; Dave Porter, Derek 
Brown, and ‘Smilin” Jim Gibson supplied some fine vocals 
and Jim was very good on the steel in ‘Ghost Riders’. 
Capricorn were very good at Hilsea too. A number of ‘new’ 
punters again, hope they translated lead singer John Scott's 
Scottish/Wiltshire vocabulary better than me! Plain Loco was 
a band that came with a sparkling advance reputation from 
the country press. Their material was first class but 
somewhere along the line they didn’t get their sound right, try 
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as they might. By 10.15 quite a few of us had left. Pity, pity. I 
had a chat with them but seems their volume couldn’t go any 
lower. Big Ron from the Titchfield club was seen dancing and 
waving his arms around in ecstasy — he would! 


@ Thank God for the ‘party night’, the Lido Blue Lagoon 
ballroom was packed early for the Shaun Michael Band. A 
band that knows toa ‘T’ what the punters want and gives it to 
*em. I even found myself dancing the hokey cokey towards 


the end (no, I opted out of the Birdie Song, I look ridiculous : 


enough already!). Goodies on the tables and Bill Cody's 
Christmas cards to all his friends added to the enjoyment — 
somehow Bill got ’em mixed up and we got ‘get well soon’ 
cards (appropriate for some of us) while the hospital got 
‘normal’ ones! Hilsea’s Blue Lagoon looks nicely set for 
1992. Best of luck to it’s genial promoter Derek Harper and 
his lady Meryl. ‘ 


@ Park Gate’s Lost Leaders Club (Royal British Legion) just 
west of Fareham, had a tremendous night from Pete 
Palmer’s Country Band. Their first gig there and a ‘stand in’ 
for the illness-struck Western Approach. The band pulled out 
all the stops for a solidly packed venue and were immediately 
rebooked. The following Sunday Mean Business atttracted 
an even larger crowd. A brilliant band, with excellent material 
played well. Barry Westwood’s powerful vocals backed by 
smooth rhythm section and steelie and keyboards kept the 
floor full. Their first cassette, ‘A Breath Of Fresh Air’ describes 
Mean Business admirably, and gets plenty of play on my 
player. 

@ Buckboard followed this gig with one that obviously a lot 
of punters enjoyed but others didn’t. No light and shade in 
the lead singers voice, although Trevor did well, | thought, 
with his ‘tight jeans’ offerings. ‘When I Grow Too Old To 
Dream’ reminded me of my old parents and grandparents 
too much and my own age in particular. It seems a number 
done well by Paul Wheater among others — but country? A 
fine Boxing Night gig from Hank Dalton’s Country Band 
brought punters in record numbers, whilst one couldn’t wish 
for a better closing Sunday to 1991 than the return of 


- Clearwater Mountain Band. A brilliant overall performance 


from this fast-rising Welsh outfit. Love their latest tape ‘Lover 
Of Lost Causes’ which has catchy ‘Love On A Roll’ included. 


@ Hank Dalton’s band again in full cry at North Boarhunt’s 
Ponderosa when Joy and I enjoyed a full house for 
promoters Bert and Kim. Hank and I reminisced on the 


concert style gigs back in 69-70 when | hosted the place for’ 


Tom Butler and we shared one loo with its built-in flies and 
spiders! Updated these days. At Boarhunt the Honky Tonk 
Heroes had one of their somewhat ‘off nights. Maybe their 
Tequila Sunrise ‘pop’ gigs filter over sometimes? But a good 
night for punters. 


- Clearwater Mountain Band 


@ Len and Angela, two good friends of ours, invited us to 
Len’s half century bash at Hilsea Blue Lagoon. Sherry on 
arrival, Hank Dalton’s Band doing the dance bits, a lady, 
Dotty Wayne, with strong voice and comedy and a 
‘Kissogram Granny’ plus the spectacle of Len coerced by 
Dotty Wayne into playing his bells. Lovely eats, all organised 
in part by Len and Angela’s showbiz illusionist daughter 
Nikky. 


@ Swanmore’s village hall Silver Horseshoe, north of 
Portsdown Hill by about six miles, was saved from disaster 
(stranded George Moody Band) by local outfit Georgia. 
Dave Porter did his well known impressions of George Strait, 
Rodney Crowell, Hank Williams Jnr, etc, and pleased a 
solidly packed venue. Change of venue for the club on 28th 
March when they have George Moody at Jubilee Hall, 
Bishops Waltham. The fact that Swanmore has New Dawn 
Trio 18th January whilst the Longhom CMC at Fareham’s 
WM Club has the same band the night before might throw up 
some reaction in the next issue since loyalties will be divided. 
Plus the added permutation of Hobo at the Ponderosa on the 
18th! 


@ Pete Palmer's Band did a superb gig at the Longhorn 
Christmas ‘do’ and the profits raised thereby went to the 
Body Scanner Fund — £213 plus £400 via Julie’s collection. 
Which brings me to the sad, almost shocking news, that 
popuar country singer Sandy Mac has been diagnosed as 
having ‘inoperable cancer’. The shock comes from enjoying 


_his irrepressible humour and fine vocals over many years. 


Whilst assuring Sandy and his lady Anne that ‘doctors can be 
wrong’ and ‘while there’s life there’s hope’, from my own 
experiences in what I do, plans are afoot for several fund- 
raising functions locally. Park Gate’s Lost Leaders have Ken 
Byng arranging a ticket only biggie on Thursday, 30th 
January (which this issue might catch) — Sandy Mac Band, a 
reconstituted Campbell and Reid country comedy duo, 
Georgia, etc; whilst the Longhorn has tentatively got Shaun 
Michael Band and Pete Palmer end of February. Full details, 
phone me. 


@ Not wishing to end on such a sad note, I caught up with 
Westbound at Waterlooville’s Football Club, Tuesdays 
fortnightly. John (vocals) Trish (keyboards) gave a good 
crowd a lively night of nicely done country music. Ideal for 
the smaller venue or back up act they hail from Gosport (Tel. 
524572). I stayed until BR’s last train, thanks for the lift Joy! 


@ Odds and ends to conclude: We heard John C. King had 
stand-in bands around the end of year gigs — ‘exhaustion’ 
the not surprising reason! Portsmouth City Council 
interested in my idea for a senior citizens country dance 
during their April ten days of ‘entertainment’ for such. Watch 
this column! Interested ‘challenge’ to Isle of Wight’s 
Whitecliffe Bay ‘western’ weeks at ‘over the next hill’ 
Sandown in May. Doubt whether any British bands could 
match the splendid publicity package from The Indians. 
Included a useful Irish diary, loved the quotes on each page, 
plus posters, etc. 
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®@ The following reports were kindly sent in by Mike 
Tregunna: General Lees members were entertained 
by the Stringband. an Exeter based group who lived 
up to all the recent good reviews they have been 
receiving with young Bryn Evans (keyboards and 
vocals) and vocalist Deena Forsey giving the group 
more variety and a fuller sound. The outstanding 
song for me was “All That Glitters Is Not Gold’. a big 
hit for Dan Seals. Thanks also go to Stringband for 
voluntarily backing solo artist Mal Beaton. Malcolm 
has a good voice and worked hard during his three 
sets, and the extra backing not only added to the 
enjoyment of the listeners but also made Mal’s night. 
He was delighted to front a band and made the most 
of the opportunity. 


@ Tervy and Al (Dreamer) are still doing the dinner 
time session at the Countryman at Piece, providing a 
mixture of country and easy listening. At this venue 
Mike met Robert Johns who told him that Country 
Style are quite busy. with plenty of bookings as a duo 
and as a four piece, They seem very popular around 
the St. Austell area. 


@ Sunset County travelled west to play the British 
Legion at Helston while Roulette paid a retum visit to 
the Golden Nugget to provide the entertainment for 
the Christmas party. A good crowd heard Frank. 


Tel. 0278 792233. 


Mike. Jess and Rob do a really competent job with 
songs from Hank Snr. up to the present day. Very 
pleasant to listen to. Mike particularly enjoyed ‘It’s 
Only Make Believe’ from Jess. and when she was 
joined by Rob ‘The Home Of The Blues’. Freddy 
Fender's ‘Before The Next Teardrop Falls’ was one 
of the highlights of Malcolm Beaton’s performance 
as he provided the support. 


@ West ‘n’ Elliott Band provided more Christmas 
cheer. this time at General Lees in Helston, where 
they played to a full house. Country music fans and 
regular magazine readers will know the repertoire of 
Alan and Steve as they are frequently reported and 
are busy on the club scene. suffice it to say they sent 
dancers and listeners home happy. Support this 
evening came from Stagecoach who stood in at the 
last moment due to Nicky James being unable to 
appear owing to a double booking. 


@ Nicky and West ’n’ Elliott Band appeared at the 
Heavy Transport Club on the previous day where 
I'm told they put on a first class performance with 
Nicky in really fine voice. Thanks Mike for the 
reports. 


@ The cowboy scene in the Gloucester area is | 
understand fairly popular and several clubs cater for 
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their many talents and they are invited to come toa 
new evening starting first of this month (hope you get 
your Round Up early) at the Chequers Inn. 
Painswick Road. Gloucester. to join country music 
fans and country/western dancers and have a real 
good shindig with Campbells Country and a country 
disco. If the night goes well I understand the 
organisers want to run more. 


@® A mini festival is being organised by the Narracott 
Grand Hotel at Woolacombe in North Devon in early 
March and looking at the programme it promises to 
be a great weekend. Ring me if you want any details. 


@ Chalkies Club of Bridgewater have a superb 
venue with excellent staging. lighting. bar and dance 
floor and we visited for their New Year's Eve Party. 
we were entertained very well by Stringband and a 
duo new to us called Lazy Daisy from Yorkshire. 
Stringband certainly provided a_ versatile 
performance with lead singer John smoothly 
handling a good mix of standards. The band now 
feature the young but good voice of Deena Forsey. 
Joan. one half of Lazy Daisy. was heard to say ‘that 
Deena’s looks and performance made her sick’. 
Joking. of course. as anyone who has met Joan will 
know that her personality on stage is second to none 
and coupled with her excellent voice and the great 


backing of Keith are worth listening to any time. Lazy 
Daisy are featured in a special ‘Tribute to Patsy Cline’ 
show which takes to the road this month. The 
evening was further enhanced by Chalkie in his 
shorts. sexy T shirt and straw boater acting as 
compere and organiser. | understand that the club 
has been suffering from poor attendances lately and 
at one time was near to closing down due to the 
business recession in the area, so don't let this 
happen country folk, and remember this year's 
slogan — ‘Be Kind To Country’. Only one thing 
marred this evening and that was the general 
members total lack of regard for the western dancers 
and floor etiquette. Chalkie told me that he and his 
committee do not object to country/western dancing 
but this has obviously not filtered through to the 
members. or they do not want country/western 
dance and this they made very plain during the 
evening. Apart from this a great evening was had by 
all. Steve Knight and Unity will be appearing there on 
the 8th of this month. 


@ We called in to Pontin’s Sand Bay at New Year to 
the Tony Best Festival and managed to catch part of 
Froggies concert. Good music depth and sincerity 
abounded. Our thanks go to Tony and Vic for their 
hospitality. 


®@ The last Friday in each month is the date fixed for 
a new country music club meeting at the Labour 
Club. Yeovil in Somerset. Details from Adrian on 
0935 825658. Unfortunately I will not be able to 
attend their opening when Sunset County will be 
their opening group. Hope all goes well and good 
luck. 


@ Missed all the Christmas festivities at my local 
venues. However Wendy and I still had a marvellous 
time visiting our newly born Grandson and his 
parents in Trowbridge, Wilts. While we were there 
we did manage a visit to Yate CMC (near Bristol) to 
see good friends John and Jackie Nelmes, fellow 
CMRU scribe Jim Silverthorn and Fever. Thanks to 
John and Jackie for their hospitality at their terrific 
venue. 


@ Earlier in December West Virginia gave their 
usual sparkling performance at Fred’s PlaceCMC, 
Gedling MW, Nottingham. Keith, Arthur, Mike and 
Brian excelled on a wide variety of material. My pick 
on the night were ‘There’s A Tear In My Beer’, ‘Face 
On The Cutting Room Floor’, ‘City Lights’ plus a 
great authentic medley of Marty Robbins hits. Lots of 
comedy from Arthur and Brian in particular, a 
smashing show deserving of the capacity audience 
that attended. 


@ On Sunday afternoon, 9th February, from noon 
to 4.30, there is a tribute and benefit show on behalf 
of Ricki Sylva at Spa Town CMC, Pavilion Gardens, 
Buxton, Derbys. Artists supporting this worthy cause 
are the Bob McKinlay Band, Stroller, The Mary T. 
Rose Band, Keith Manifold and Gasket, Graham 
Broughton, Darren Busby, John Gill Band. Tickets 
are £5 in advance and £5.50 on the day. If you can’t 
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make it to the show then please send a donation to 
Ricki, c/o Frank Hambleton, 10 Welbeck Avenue, 
Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 9HB. For full details ring 
0298 70194. 


@ My choice at the ‘most entertaining band on the 
circuit’, Dillinger, were at their brilliant best at Fred’s 
Place. The near knuckle jokes, antics and comments 
of Mike Sagar on the misfortune of Colin being born 
inside out, Derek’s tight trousers and Steve’s 
headgear, all timed and delivered with a panache 
many well known comedians would be proud to 
possess, brought forth gales of laughter. Plus of 
course the terrific musicianship, vocals and 
harmonies of all four reprobates on such classics as 
‘My Oklahoma’, ‘Midnight Choir’, ‘The 
Unemployment Line’ and ‘Give It Your Best’. Forget 
Jeremiah Peabody’s green and purple pills, for me 
Dillinger are the best tonic for many a mile — pure 
magic. 


@ One of British country music’s true stalwarts, 
Brian Golby, appears with ‘His Friends’ at the White 
Stetson CMC, Ravenshead Village Hall, near 
Mansfield, on 14th February. Enquiries ring Geoff 
Sheard on 0623 795486. 


@ Arrived home from Trowbridge in time to catch 
Stroller in action for the final show of the year at 
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Fred’s Place. I rate this quartet very highly, indeed 
they would always be among my top five British 
bands. Terry Hadfield, rhythm guitar, mandolin, 
lead vocals, harmonies; Jim Hand, bass, fiddle, 


vocals, harmonies; Pete Bethell, lead guitar, 
harmonies; and Les Payne, drums, bass, vocals, 
harmonies, are always bang up to date with their 
material. On this occasion they included Hal 
Ketchum’s ‘Small Town Saturday Nights’ and ‘Old 
Soldiers Die Hard’ as well as their usual selection of 
Rodney Crowell, Dirt Band and Vince Gill numbers. 


@ Incidentally, the full line up for Americana 92, 
17th—19th July, is Friday, The Muldoons, Dillinger, 
T.P. Stubbs and Norman Hall, plus newcomers 
Cardiff based country/rock band Southpaw. 
Saturday noon to midnight: Stu Page Band, Fever, 
Silver, Ida Red, Pinkertons Colours, The Muldoons, 
M.G. Greaves and Lonesome Too, Mick Smith Trio, 
Bob King, Berie and Ellie Nicholls. Sunday noon to 
8.30 pm: Kenny Johnson and Northwind, Stu Page 
Band, Eileen King and Kingsmen, Stroller, Memphis 
Roots, Bob King, Alan Westwood Band. 


@ The Lincoln and District PKU Support Group is 
once again holding a country music charity night at 
the Chestnuts, Glentham, Lincs, on Monday, 9th 
March. Last year they raised almost £3000 for 
charities that deal with children. Tickets are £3. They 


~ Ricki Syiva 


also hold an auction and this time they have the: 
Alford Town Cryer’s Hand Bell. If you can donate a 
raffle prize or sponsorship contact F.C. Baldwin on 
0673 60740. 


®@ Ritz recording star, singer/songwriter Shunie 
Crampsey appears with his band at Fred’s Place, on 
Sunday, 9th February. Full details on 0602 503784. 


@ That’s it for this month, info etc to usual address 
and stay lucky or at least don’t get caught. 


@ 1992 has started brilliantly, clubs are full to 
bursting, one club is arranging to hire 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall for its regular line dancing 
on Friday nights. P-O-P!! Well we can dreama 
little. 


@ Bill Dunphy has settled into his new venue Ma 
Conis’ Club in Cornwall Road, Leicester, and filled 
his diary for this once a month club. May's band is 
Stroller. They will have overcome the current flu 
virus by then. it laid the band low last week at Derek 
O'Halloran’s Wolverhampton CMC Sunday venue. 
Blazing Saddles filled and gave a good show. 


@ The Double M at Wimblebury later in the year are 
putting on some very tasty mid week specials. On 
one occasion teaming West Virginia with Kenny 
Johnson’s Northwind, this will be like Liverpool 
playing Everton down the rec. deserves to be 
packed! 


@ Another interesting innovation for the club is the 
92 Specials called Double M Double Up, on certain 
dates like the Saturday in May when Irene and the 
Roadrunners are on. If you pay £2.50 entrance the 
ticket gets you in the following Saturday to watch 
West Virginia free. Roger Brindley hopes it will build 
on a good crowd and help hold prices down. We'll 
watch with interest. 


@ Sad that the throat virus has caused Daniel 
O'Donnell to put the first half of his tour on hold. Ritz 
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tell me all the tickets will be good for shows arranged 
later. He had to do this at Telford last year and not 
one punter asked for their money back! An 
interesting point, on his March show at 
Wolverhampton Guildhall, it was the fastest selling 
show in 1991, yes, they opened the box office 2nd 
December. Great news for DOD and the venue, but 
having. as Joe Public, brought in round figures 
£20.000’s worth of entertainment for three and now 
in this case possibly six months ahead, who has the 
interest off it? 


@ She’s done it — gorn orff and married another. 
Congratulations to Mary Duff and her new husband, 
him from the band, Paul. Catch Mary’s show at Tony 
Best's Club in Shrewsbury this month. Spoke with 
Ritz. Is it about time she had a new album? Nothing 
appeared to be on the anvil, strange how the ladies 
on the label don’t actually record anything, although 
Ritz fledgings are flying. On a tour Dominic Kirwan 
has a 26 dater with Sarah Jory up front. Charlie 
Landsborough opens for Mary Duff. 


@ Antibiotics and total abstinence have worked 
wonders for Raymond Froggatt. He is recovering 
well from his illness before Christmas. Froggie has 
been doing warm up concerts each Sunday for John 
Meier at the Stars of Austin Club in preparation for 
his forthcoming ‘Here's To Everyone’ tour, New CD 
has been released to match the tour. 
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@ It’s called the Second City, that’s supposed to 
mean it’s second to the Smoke. Birmingham, unlike 
London, does not have a country festival. It has 
posters. it has handouts, it has press and media 


releases. it has busses, all proclaiming that 
Birmingham is The Sound City. Oh yeah? There was 
word on the street that Brum was to resurrect the 
country festival in the park, but no, all they are doing 
for the most popular form of music is, quote, ‘to talk 
advantageously with promoters regarding the use of 
council owned or controlled venues for the use of 
country concerts during the festival period.’ How 
much does the Birmingham Grand Prix cost to put 
on? How much did the magnificent Symphony Hall 
cost? Oh, we can have the town hall at a special price 
for country — ‘Gee. thanks a lot ower kid!’ 


@ Ray Scott's Keep It Country Club has had a good 
start to the year. Ray tells me he has managed to get 
local hero Johnny Carter and Hurricane Ridge to 
stay in town long enough to play a date this month 
JC spends 12 months of the year on the road and 
only rarely plays his home town 


@ Hard working club in Shrewsbury is the Saturday 
night Brian’s Country Music, run at the Midland Red 
Club, Ditherington Road, by Brian Davies. He’s 
issued pocket sized’ programmes fully booked till 
Christmas Eve. 90 per cent of the acts are local 
Shropshire based and occasionally adds a 50/60s 


type act for good measure. Nice to see the three 
special charity nights all in aid of local homes. 
Interesting to see Matthew Carr, the genial Radio 
Shropshire country jock keeping his entertainment 
hand in. The club has a ‘no under 18’ rule and no 
admission after 10.30: it runs through to 12.30. 


@ Little aside to ‘Pathetic Promoters Inc’. It’s good to 
receive club lists from people on the fringe of our 
area. High Lane in Stockport, the home of cajun 
music The Swamp Club, Derby, and the 
Stagecoach. Baldock! 


@ Colin Fideo, ex bass man with Santee Fe and Bob 
McKinlay. is now striding down the road fully pro and 
working solo. He’s equipped himself with a rhythm 
and tape machine and has just released a, gig 
available, cassette. Wish him luck, remember the 
opening spots he used to do for Bob McKinlay? 


@ S’pose every muso’s dream is a tour of the US of 
A. surprisingly large numbers of Brits have been 
over. played a number of gigs, etc, and said great. 
Fever say it was good for them back in this country to 
say ‘we've worked in the States’. What’s happened 
to Sylvie and husband? They sold their home up and 
basically on the strength of an Indie label deal with 
Playback Records, headed off into the sunset to try 
and make it. 


@ Mac Bailey of Desperado had to spend a couple 
of years in the States playing with rock bands. He 
signed with Playback, had some chart reaction, and 
interest in his songs was even stronger. He’s left 
Playback and signed a songwriting deal with Atlantic 
Records. It's worth money, big money. full story next 
month. 

@ 92 is a Leap Year. so you need not tell me. It will 
be on the street next month. 
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@ The ‘mountain of country music’, Memphis 
Short, brought Grand Canyon to the Craven Arms 
CMC and delivered three sets of thoroughly 
entertaining material which included a good 
measure of standard numbers well mixed with some 
beautiful songs not heard often enough. ‘Good 
Hearted Woman’, ‘That Was Before I Met You’, 
‘Tear In My Beer’ and the like scattered among such 
lovelies as ‘Our Loving Place’, ‘Cottage In The 
Country’ and ‘Back Home Again’. Michael Holiday’s 
‘Story Of My Life’ was featured and_ steel 
guitar/fiddle player Maurice Hipkiss produced a 
thrilling ‘Orange Blossom Special’. Good to see 
Memphis back in top form following his spell of poor 
health a while back and nice to have some top class 
entertainment at this well appointed venue. 


@ Quality will always bring the punters in and when 
this club featured the Delta Dawn band recently it 
drew a full house reminisent of days gone by. 
Everyone was disappointed to find that the lovely 
Chris who fronts the band was unable to do so due to 
severe back pains and anyones who knows Chris will 
realise she was in agony otherwise she would have 
been there. However, by the end of the evening 
everyone knew they had been treated to an 
outstanding session of country music from stand in, 
Mathew Carr, who is country music DJ for BBC 


Radio Shropshire. I thoroughly enjoyed his singing 
but failed miserably in trying to convince myself that 
Mathew was anywhere near as lovely to look at as 
Chris — but I suppose we can’t have everything. We 
wish the lady a speedy recovery. Lead guitarist Paul, 
chipped in with a few numbers including a very 
pleasant version of the Bill Monroe song ‘Blue Moon 
Of Kentucky’. 


@ Someone who is a delight to look at is Dianna, 
who fronts the Candy Mountain Band. They were 
the featured entertainment for Steve Farrar’s Jack 
Daniel’s CMC (Dilwyn) Christmas party. This band 
had had a few ups and downs over recent years but 
the present formation is a real winner and the 
evening was very enjoyable. Dianna and husband 
Ed must be well pleased the way things are at the 
moment. Interplay between bass guitar (Maurice 
Sutcliffe) and lead guitar (Adrian Silvers) on some 
numbers is quite absorbing. I do enjoy Di’s version of 
the Judd’s ‘Mama He’s Crazy’ and their programme 
is a varied and interesting one with a Mex flavour, 
and a touch of mountain music. A new cassette just 
out and titled ‘As Promised’ is excellent and portrays 
Di at her very best. Being Christmas we had Steve 
and Franz doing their pantomime bit as Bill and Ben 
the Flower Pot Men with Little Weed. Should have 
put the pots over their heads! 


@ At their Christmas party the Golden Nugget CMC 
(Stoke St. Milborough) presented a cheque for one 
thousand pounds to Guide Dogs For The Blind. A 
splendid effort from this small club. Entertainment 
was provided by popular local solo Trevor Adams. 
Trevor kept the full house on their toes and the dance 
floor was occupied all night. Another local boy, Carl 
Jennings. did a similar job on New Year’s Eve and I 
can tell you 1991 went out with a real bang. 


@ The John C. King Family Band travelled down 
from Inverness overnight to be at Maureen’s CWC 
(Tewkesbury) but there was no evidence of tiredness 
as they progressed through three sets of country 
songs right out of the top drawer. John opened up 
with ‘Tonight The Bottle Let Me Down’ and followed 
with ‘It Ain’t Gonna Be Your Day’. I can.tell you by 
the time the evening was over that band had made 
my day. Angie gave us ‘Jones On The Jukebox’ and 
‘Slipping Away’ and included ‘Careless Hands’ and 
‘Blanket On The Ground’ in the middle set. John 
did several that are featured on his excellent cassette 
‘King Of Oak Street’ including ‘When A Man Loves 
A Woman’, ‘Pan American Queen’ and ‘Delila’. 
Encored with ‘Auld Lang Synne’ at Maureen’s 
request. Nice to see Annie and Brian from Annie’s 
CMC (Malvern) enjoying themselves there and also 
Brian and Veronica from Evesham CMC. Pip and 


M mph 


Geoff George, a duo from the Forest of Dean must 
have thought it would have been better to have 
stayed in bed when they shared the stage with 
Country Wine (also from the Forest) at Frank 
Nottingham’s Park Hall. As they proceeded with 
their first set they found their backing tape had wiped 
clean and in their second their gear blew the stage 
supply which took over half an hour to rectify. The 
last set was uneventful in that respect. Their material 
covered a wide spectrum ranging from T.W.’s ‘Stand 
By Your Man’ to the Randy Travis number ‘Jukebox 
In The Corner’. The Country Wine Band consists of 
brothers Ivor (rhythm guitar) and David Ellis (bass), 
who have been singing together for over thirty years, 
together with drummer Geoff Hyde and Selwyn 
Reed (ex Norman Mourant and Candy Mountain) 
on pedal steel and fiddle. Mainly well established 
standards from these boys. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND U 


@ The Bury Metro Theatre had planned to feature 
country blues singer-guitarist Rory Block early last 
year but, due to the Gulf War and most American 
artists due to fly over here receiving advice from their 
government to postpone their trips, she eventually 
appeared toward the end of the year. The lady 
herself is an extremely good guitarist blessed with a 
fine voice suitable to both earthy blues as well as 
being beautifully soft and strong, if you can follow 
that paradox, on the ballads. Her guitar playing 
ranges from aggressive to the plaintive. Her style 
incorporates many different types of tuning but this 
allied to terrific slide guitar technique contributes to 
many varied sounds and differing deliveries. The 
many different tunings perhaps could be an irritation 
to some as it means a number of alterations during 
her show, although it is not really intrusive. I later 
asked her why she does not carry other guitars pre- 
set. She said that normally she does but on this tour, 
due to the very tight schedule and particularly for 
space reasons, she had decided to see how the one 
guitar held up. I can confrim both it and she did. 


@ | had expected country blues to be ‘mainly 
country music as we in the UK see in the clubs and 
festivals around the nation but I was mistaken. In fact 
there is, particularly in her self composed ballady 
type material, a distinct flavour of this type of music. 
but as she explained country blues is the term given 
to the Robert Johnson type of roots blues out of the 
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rural south of the USA from the 1920s, 30s, and 40s, 
the roots of today’s R’n’ B; whereas today’s country 
is derived probably from the white rural blues of the 
same period and today’s New Country may well bea 
fusion of the two. She is hoping to start a new album 
this month to follow her ‘Tuming Point’ and 
‘Mamma’s Blues’ offerings. She explained that the 
UK is a new part of the world to her in a music sense 
but hopes that the new release will prove to be the 
point when everything comes together for her and 
that progress for her will now include over here. I can 
only echo that and say if you have a chance to see 
her do so. She is very good indeed. 


@ A few words about the venue, the Bury Metro 
Theatre. A small theatre with tables and seats to 
accommodate the beverages sold at the adjoining 
bar with the seating and tables tiered as in a large 
type theatre situation. This ensures all have a good 
view. As Rory is a solo singer-guitarist the acoustics 
were perfect, although I would imagine that they 
would be good for any act using sensible volume 
settings. 


@ | have just received the dates and line up for the 
Stockport Country Music Festival. It will be held once 
again at Centre Stage, Romiley Forum, Romiley, 
Stockport, on 11th and 12th July, 1992, featuring 
three shows with such artists as Fever, Stroller, 
Kickin’ The Dust, Lemon Grass, Dave Sheriff, Haley 
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Sisters, Dillinger, Cross Country, Silver, Scotty 
Alexander and Plain Loco. I commented after the 
last festival what an excellent venue this is and I think 
the High Lane team have pulled another coup by 
booking the place again so it should be one of the 
best once more. 


@ | bumped into Kevin Fox, a friend of mine from 
more years ago than I will admit, and in a casual chat 
I said we will have to have a blow with the guitars as 
we used to play together in a pop band all those years 
ago. Well, as chance would have it, he hada booking 
at the Welcome CMC which he had to fulfil from 
when he hada country band. So Kevin and I decided 
to put an outfit together for that show. We drafted in 
guitarist Peter Bocking (and boy, can he play!) who 
incidentally I also worked with in bands around the 
same time, and along with drummer Keith Walker, 
our band was born. Three weeks and five full 
rehearsals later, all held in my back room, plenty of 
phone calls and two or three get together for Kevin 
and I, and there we were at the Welcome CMC. We 
played mainly modem country and Pat Hayes asked 
us back so we decided that our band ‘Heading West’ 
was formed. Even Ronnie Robinson, who was there, 
and you should see some of things I edit out of his 


reports, seemed happy with our material and ~ 


performance. He is difficult to please and certainly 
would not hold back from telling me the hometruths, 
so I’m definitely encouraged. 


SHADES OF GREEN 


By Donal K. O'Boyle. ‘Bunbeg.’ Letterkenny. Co. Donegal. Tel. 075 31176. 


@ Talking of Ronnie and Ann they tell me that at 
Bidds, in Stoke, they saw Bob McKinlay who put on 
an excellent performance. On another night 
Nashville Fever, now known as Fever, dropping the 
Nashville as they thought that most people referred 
to them as Fever when in conversation, and thereby 
tidying the situation up. They have got sponsorship 
from a double glazing company, Nottingham based 
Apollo Joinery, and apparently the well known tour 
bus is in for a spot of repainting to suit. Fever putona 
terrific show featuring the self penned and covers as 
only they can, much to the crowd’s delight. 


@ Harvey, at Triplex, were also bang on form and 
Ronnie said he could recommend them to anybody. 
The Albert Lee show at Rolls-Royce, Crewe, saw the 
master guitarist in fine form with his picking and was 
ably supported by his friends Hogan’s Heroes plus 
Shades Of Grey and the New Everglades. At Astbury 
Village Hall the West ’n’ Elliott Band were in 
attendance and anybody who hasn’t seen them yet 
are in for a super treat; modern country music at its 
best. 


@ The Blue Moon CMC on Station Road, Haydock, 
is run by Eileen McBride and featured Kickin’ The 
Dust, who again proved they are on their way to the 
top with a great performance. I wish clubs would 
advertise in Round Up Of The Clubs on the back 
page so everyone knows where they are. 


@ Well, even though this is the February column it is 
almost the end of December when I putit together so 
if the Christmas and New Year cheer caused me to 
miss anything please let me know and I will let the 
others know. 


@ Seventy-six national and international recording 
artists are nominated for a coveted ‘IRMA Milk Music 
Award’. The artists were nominated by the IFPI, the 
official body of all major recording companies, and 
readers to the RTE Guide will vote for the ten major 
awards. A host of country names are nominated. 
Declan Nerney, Louise Morrissey, Kathy Durkin, 
compete in the Best Irish Solo artist category, while 
Foster and Allen,Garth Brooks, Sandy Kelly, Nanci 
Griffith, and Susan McCann battle for the Best 
Country-MOR award. Rather strange that previous 
winner Daniel O’Donnell is not nominated this year. 
The show will be broadcast live on Network 2 and 
2FM on 6th February, live from The Point, Dublin. 
Congratulations to Big Tom awarded the Hall of 
Fame award winner in the National Entertainment 
Awards; also to Ray Lynam, who was presented with 
the coveted country award. 


@ Dublin-born, Athlone-based Sharon Turley looks 
set to become the new country music star of 92. The 
21-year-old songstress was spotted by Tom Allen 
after she won a local talent contest. Tom invited 
Sharon to record her sixteen track album ‘Love 
Songs’ in his Roseland Studios in Mote. The singer is 
thrilled with her recent success. Not bad for a lass 
who spent several long months in the National 
Rehabilitation Unit in Dun Laoghaire suffering from 
a back injury. Sharon will be rejoining Foster and 


Allen on their spring UK tour, and later in the year 
she plans to front her own band. Sharon has the 
looks, voice and the personality that most other 
country names lack, and is certain to be a major 
attraction in 1992. 


®@ Several local radio counry DJs have joined forces 
to compile a weekly country chart, with the help of 
Eddie Maguire. This is a popularity chart based on 
the most requested country songs, and is published 
in The Sunday World. I am not in favour of 
popularity charts. There is only one chart and that 
must be based on record sales and not the whims of 
country Dus. 

@ A _ double 24 track cassette-CD ‘Declan’s 
Favourites’ from Declan Nerney, while Louise 
Morrissey calls her album ‘Here I Am In Love Again’. 
Fourteen great songs on ‘Evergreen’ the latest from 
Dominic Kirwan. Opportunity Knocks winner Kenny 
Paul has issued ‘I Wouldn’t Have It Any Other Way’ 
his latest CD. Also on CD ‘The Sunny Side Of Me’ 
from Joe Murray and The Travellers. ‘Big Tom At 
The Galtymore’, a new video and cassette from the 
gentleman of country. Joined by the Jordanaires 
‘The Voice Of Sandy Kelly, The Songs Of Patsy 
Cline’ on video and CD. Filmed on stage and 
location we have ‘Home From Mayo’ from Kevin 


_ Prendergast, the same format from T.R. Dallas for his 


new video on Apollo. 


@ Congratulations to Foster and Allen who 
collected a Gold Disc for sales of their ‘Memories’ 
album and video. Also to Seamus McGee who 
collected a Gold Disc from A-One Music for sales of 
his single and album ‘Come Home Danny Boy’ in 
Scotland. Another new name on the overcrowded 
country market Henry Mac and The Music City 
Band. Henry Mac hails from Co. Louth and has 
issued ‘Did She Mention My Name’ as his debut 
single. 


@ | have been inundated with letters asking where 
readers can buy a copy of Brian Carthy’s book ‘A To 
Z Of Country and Irish Stars’. The book is available 
from RTE Enterprises, Donnybrook, Dublin 4, and 
costs £6.99 (add £2 for post etc.). Brian’s book 
features a biography of seventy-two top counry and 
Irish entertainers and is fully illustrated. 


®@ Congratulations to Philomena (Breaking Glass) 
Begley who is celebrating thirty years on the 
bandstand. By the look of things the Tyrone singer 
will be around for another thirty at least. 


® So many artists are involved in legal disputes with 
former managers; it seems when times are good 
everything in the garden is rosey, but in the days of 
recession things are vastly different. 


LL Sharon T ley 


@ Which country radio host played songs and 
requests for over two hours only to find that the 
transmitter was off the air, and someone forgot to tell 
him! 


®@ Acase of ‘Silence Is Golden’, Margo and Ritz boss 
Mick Clerkin are reunited. In her heyday Margo was 
managed by Mick. Now he is her recording boss. 
Congratulations to Ritz Records now celebrating 
their tenth anniversary. 


® Till next month Slan Go Foil (By for now). 
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@ Well, here I am, earl; January and writing for February, 
but I promised to tell you about the Christmas dances. Oh, 
whata time we all had. The only one I didn’t manage to get to 
was the Southern Comfort in Kilwinning, because I finished 
up ill in bed, but I hear it was a good night with the Drovers 
and John F. Stone at their best. 


@ My own club, Stagecoach in Irvine, with Silver from 
Thurso plus George Malcolm was just ‘pure dead brilliant’. 
George’s routine as Santa has to be seen to be believed! 
George was presented with the club’s Solo award, and he 
proved again how well deserved it was. The Band of the Year 
award this year was won by the Mel Hague band and was 
presented to them at the Hogmanay show at Sandilands 
Caravan Park in Saltcoats, which was organised by Danny 
and myself. This was quite a marathon but the place was 
jumping from 8 pm to 3 am. Apart from the Mel Hague Band 
we had the always popular Cimarron. Whata nice outfit they 
are. Also Alan, the drummer, and Annette announced their 
engagement. This was a lovely surprise and we wish them all 
the best for a happy future. 


@ The third band we had was the recently formed Amarillo. 
Look out for them. Bill Alexander has definitely cracked it this 
time. The other members are Aaron (ex-Wyoming) on 
drums and vocals, Richard, who’s only 16 years old, on bass 
(he used to play with Gerry Ford), and Jimmy on lead, fiddle 
and vocals (he too is ex-Wyoming). Along with them for the 
night was Bill’s Dad on accordion to make it a truly Scottish 
Hogmanay. Thanks, Pops. Anyway, this was the first try for 
us and after the success of this one, there will definitely be 
another show next year. 
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@ Back to the Christmas dances. The next one we went to 
was the Southern Star in Ayr. The band was the fabulous 
John C. King Family Band. Unfortunately Billy, the 
drummer, was not feeling too good and had to miss the 
lovely meal. (No more pickled onions for you Billy!) It was a 
real fun night with the ladies from the committee doing the 
MC all night. Caused a few laughs, especially Marion! 


@ Now on to the White Horse in Saltercoats, who had 
Shades Of Blue. Again the night can only be described as 
brilliant. Great band, lovely meal and great company. Can’t 
ask for more. 


@ Anyway, that’s Christmas and New Year over again and 
what have we to look forward to now? A lot of good club 
nights and festivals. The first of the festivals probably will be 
the Double K one-day in Dumfries on 3rd May. The line up 
so far is John C. King Family Band, Bob McKinlay and his 
Band, Manson Grant and the Dynamos, Mary Duff and her 
Band, Gerry Ford (solo), Haley Sisters and Logue and 
McCool. | believe another act is to be added. This festival 
really has established itself and if you wish tickets don’t wait. 
You can get them from Jim Kerr on 0387 67451 or myself. 


@ After that we have the Inverness 4-day Festival on 24th 
July. I have no details yet but if you are interested why not 
give Ann Carmody a call on 0463 221268. 


@ There is to be a one-day Festival in Galashiels on 11th 
duly. A lot of good bands are already booked. In August of 
course there will be the next Charity Festival run by the 


CLYDE COAST 


By Brigitte Lyell, 119 Cambusdoon Place, Kilwinning, Ayrshire. Tel. 0294 52094. 


Southern Star CWC in Ayr. After last year’s great success this 
must be one not to be missed. More details next month. 


@ The 4-day Festival at Butlins in Ayr will be on 17th to 20th 
October. Top acts this year from the USA: Stella Parton, 
Ronnie Prophet and Glory Anne; plus favourites John C. 
King Family Band, Stu Page Band, Texas Gun, Tommy 
Truesdale, Brazil Band, Shades Of Blue, Kickin’ The Dust, 
Stars and Stripes, etc. 


@ On the local club scene everything seems to be well. 
Attendances are slightly down but that is to be expected at 
this time of year. The weather really has been wet and cold. 


@ Unfortunately I’ve got more sad news for you. ‘Polecat’ 
Jimmy from the Southern Comfort CWC in Kilwinning, 
suddenly died only a few days after his 50th birthday. His 
cheery smile will certainly be missed around the clubs. Our 
sympathy goes to Jean and his family. Sam Townsend from 
the Texas Star CWC in Barrhead, passed away on 30th 
December. He had suffered a long illness and was in a lot of 
pain. Sam lived for his country music and he and Veronica 
were very welcome visitors to the clubs in the area. Our 
thoughts are with you, Veronica. 


@ The Yellow Rose CWC in Johnstone have changed their 
night to a Friday. For more details please phone Big John on 
05057 3575. 


@ The Colorado CWC in West Calder have now resumed 
great nights after their venue, the Central Bar, was destroyed 
by fire. A few changes were made while the place was done 


Shades Of Blue 


up, and this now makes for a bigger and better venue. Go 
and visit them, you'll be made most welcome. 


@ Stop press! Just received news of two bands winning 
awards, Cimarron, for the second year running, have won 
the Band of the Year from the Rio Grand CWC in 
Clydebank. Well done boys, and well deserved. Shades Of 
Blue have received their first Band of the Year trophy from 
the Nova Suite in Brechin. The boys are very pleased about 
that and would like to say thank you to everybody who voted 
for them. 


® Believe it or not, I’ve run out of words. Remember: If you 
don’t tell me, somebody will — I hope! Keep it Country. 
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Haley Sisters 


HIGHLAND COUNTRY 


By Ann Carmody. 56 Kilmuir Road. Inverness IV3 6EP. Tel. 0463 221268 


@ The festive season dances seem to be a long time 
behind us but I must pass brief comment on the two 
Irish bands which featured in the Highlands. They 
were Ann Breen and Band and T.R. Dallas and the 
Dallas Band, both put on good entertaining shows 
which kept the punters happy. 


@ | believe this was the last time we would see 
Melvyn Duffy with the Ann Breen Band, he’s gone 
off the road to follow a career as a session musician. 
This talented young man will be much in demand, 
his place is being taken by Brendan Napier from 
Footloose. 


@ The Elgin based Lonestar Band (ex Maggie and 
Tennessee express) who had announced in the latter 
part of 91 that they were going off the road have 
changed their minds and although they lave no 
plans to travel outside the Highlands hope to work 
around the area. 


®@ Definitely going off the road are Tracy and the 
Texas Dreamers due to the very happy fact that 
Tracy and Tony will become parents in the summer. 
Best wishes to them both. They have put their van 
and gear on the market; I can put any interested 
parties in touch. 


@ The first cassette from Aberdeenshire based Old 
Spice is now available. Records at Unreel Recorded 
at Peterhead, the twelve tracks portray a good 


variety of material, difficult to pick one favourite, but! 
really enjoy the Dolly Parton penned number ‘Light 
Of A Clear Blue Morning’. 


@ Hopefully by the time you are reading this Texas 
Gun’s CD ‘From A Distance’ will be available. What I 
have heard over the telephone sounds great. Looks 
as if card shops will be having boom sales on get well 
cards due to the ultra popular Daniel O’Donnell’s 
enforced rest from the circuit due to throat problems, 
All good wishes to Daniel from his many Highland 
fans. 


@ | was delighted to hear that contrary to the first 
rumour I heard that the Norfolk Festival will be going 
ahead under the banner of the Strumpshaw Festival. 
I’ve heard that plans are in the early stages for a one 
day festival in Livingstone in May. More info as it 
becomes available. In a round about way I've also 
heard that the Fourth Forres Festival is scheduled to 
take place on 2nd August. 


@ At this point I would like to remind readers that I 
cannot report what! do not know, so please keep me 
informed. This area is wide and it is quite impossible 
to visit all clubs on regular basis so please drop me a 
few lines and let me know any news. 


@ This month sees Susan McCann and _ the 
‘Storytellers in Eden Court Theatre, not much 
advance publicity on it at this point. I have heard that 
Joe Murray and the Travellers are the support group. 


@ Later in the month we can see Dave Sheriff and 
the Haley Sisters at several clubs in the area. 


@ Well that’s it for this month. Don’t forget to keep 
me posted. 
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HOME COUNTIES 


By Hannah Valize. 5 Lakeland Drive. Camberley GU16 5LD. Tel. 0276 24504. 


® Fairfield Hall in Croydon was the venue when I 
visited the Tammy Wynette show. Dominic Kirwan, 
who performed the opening set sang a lovely version 
of Charlie Landsborough’s ‘Heaven Knows’, and 
had the audience cheering when he did a little dance 
act. 


@ Tammy’s real country voice was as strong as ever 
giving us a taste of her all-time favourites including 
‘D-I-V-O-R-C-E’ and ‘Good Girls Gonna Go Bad’, 
and a new song about the world situation called ‘The 
World Needs A Song’, and a duet with Randy Travis 
(by way of some clever electronics) ‘Now We Are 
Strangers Again’. We had a preview of her popular 
song ‘Justified And Ancient’ as shown on Top Of The 


Pops the following evening. There will be a new . 


album out soon, her 54th, and from this she sang 
‘Heart Over Mind’. 


@ The Stagecoach CMC in Winnersh had a full 
house for the charity night in aid of the British Legion 
Welfare Fund. Through bereavement Stubby and 
Lemon Grass had to cancel, but Campbells Country 
stood in at short notice. They are a very entertaining 
group, popular on the holiday camp and festival 
scene, and they specialise in cajun music. Solo artist 
Terry Maher did a set of mostly well known and self 
penned numbers. 


@ The Pony Express held in the Post Office Social 


Club in Reading every first Sunday in the month, had 
a large crowd in for the Sarah Jory show. The band 
were nicely dressed in black suits and red shirts 
complementing Sarah’s outfit. Multi instrumental 
and singing her heart out Sarah entertained in her 
usual polished way. Sarah mentioned the TV series 
on TV South West in which she appeared with 
Raymond Froggatt, to be screened during the next 
few months. 


@ A near full house was at the Hexagon in Reading 
for the performance of Nanci Griffith, with young 
support act Tom Kimmel, who put a lot of emotion 
into his voice singing freedom and protest songs. 
Nanci surprised us when she joined him and sang 
‘Blue Train’ which included chanting by both artists. 
Although Nanci admitted she had a cold her voice 
was strong and clear and kept her audience spell 
bound with her beautiful self penned songs, telling so 
many stories about her life and the lyrics to her songs. 
Surprisingly, Nanci is very quietly spoken but her 
singing is powerful in an unmistakable style. To 
everyone’s delight Nanci sang ‘From A Distance’ as 
one of her encores earning her well deserved 
applause. 


@ The H Bar C CMC was host to Memphis Roots 
who always enjoy themselves when entertaining. 
The told me about their recent trip to Switzerland 
and said they have been invited back some time 


soon. I was also told about and invited to the Ned 
Porridge Christmas show in the Exchange at 
Maidstone, which was like a reunion of members of 
the Ned Porridge line ups but unfortunately I 
couldn’t attend. 


@ More dates at the H Bar C CMC in Wokingham 
were The Brazil Band who interchanged their 
instruments all the time during the show. Fever, who 
are celebrating their tenth anniversary this year, 
seemed to have improved their sound (if that’s 
possible) their new sound man Brian doing his bit. 
They sang many numbers from their ‘live’ video. 


®@ Top rating fora first class performance go to Barry 
Westbrook and Mean Business. What a splendid 
voice this man has, so right for all the beautiful 
ballads he sings, varied by some western swing 
singing by keyboard player Allen Murray with good 
backing from steelie Jim Martin. Tony Skey on bass 
and Dougie Lang on drums. Going down memory 
lane to the fifties and updating their repertoire to the 
very latest songs. They would pleased even the 
hardest critic. 


@ On a very cold foggy, frosty night a surprisingly 
large number of country music fans turned up at Fort 
Worth CMC in Woking for the appearance of 
Western Approach, who played many numbers from 
their new album ‘Friends In Low Places’. This 


friendly club always has a party atmosphere. The 
spacious floor has room for line dancers and those 
who like to do their own thing. Pete Selby has a good 
voice well suited for songs of all the American artists 
such as Garth Brooks, Alan Jackson, Randy Travis 
and George Strait. Christmas party night at this club 
had Kevin Stewart and First Chapter who mostly 
kept to the tried and tested material and popular 
songs. 


@ The festive season was well under way when I 
arrived at the Stagecoach Winnersh. Noel Dillon was 
performing, most of the time walking amidst the 
dancers with his radio mike. The Haley Sisters did a 
couple of sets including songs from the Judds, 
Emmylou and Suzy Bogguss, and received a good 
reception. Noel’s band the Foster Boys dressed up as 
fairies for the last set which added to the party 
atmosphere. 


@ Although he has been on the country music scene 
for 20 years, 18 years a solo artist, I met Shaun 
Michael for the first time at the Oakridge CMC in 
Basingstoke. Michael provided a typical night of 
what you’d expect of an Irish country music singer, 
some old, new, Irish and country. All very pleasant to 
listen and dance to. we had ‘Fields Of Athenry’ and 
‘Silver Wings’ including a song specially written for 
him ‘A New Love Story Begins And Ends Here’, 
which will be on his new CD. Shaun had a fine band 
backing him too. 


@ A date to look out for is 29th February when Billie 
Jo Spears comes to the Lakeside Country Club. 


@ Happy New Year to all contributors and all my 
friends. 
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= Photo: Jim Silverthorn 


Raymond Froggatt — To give up touring : 


AVON CALLING 


By Jim Silverthorn, 11 Fry's Hill. Kingswood. Bristol BS15 4QJ. Tel. 0272 671067. 


@ Among the Christmas shows | attended included 
Tony Best, Dave Sheriff and Iona and Andy at Fry’s 
CMC, Keynsham, which was a first class professional 
show by all artists and thoroughly enjoyed. The 
Fever at Yate CMC had the audience in a very 
enjoyable festive mood with their talented playing 
and varied programme. Two shows at The Folly. 
Mangotsfield, with Terry Maher and Trevor McLane 
both good solo artists with strong vocals and an 
excellent choice of songs. At The Thombury CMC, 
to finish the year, they had Syd Newman, Calibre 
and Raymond Froggatt. who played to a packed 
appreciative audience and all gave _ great 
performances. 


® Tony Best invited my wife and I to shows at his 
New Year celebrations at Pontin’s, Sand Bay, which 
we thoroughly enjoyed and thank him for. Among 
the artists were the Haley Sisters who just get better 
and better and will be stars of the future. Dave 
Sheriff, the multi-instrumentalist gave a superb 
performance as always, and New Dawn, an 
enjoyable trio with pleasant vocals and good 
musicianship. The comperes were Vic Woodhouse 
and Dennis Collier who were great and full of fun. 


Raymond Froggatt gave an absolutely excellent 
performance. singing all the favourites and then 
shattered everyone and brought them to tears by 
announcing that due to ill-health he will be retiring 
from touring at the end of 1992. 


® Bante from the Swindon Silver Spur CMC wrote 
we had a near full house for a return visit from 
Alberta, who gave us a good night of country music. 
At the next show a full house had a great night of 
music played by Frisco plus Johnny Marks. 


@ Neil Thomas says the Diamond T Band appeared 
at the Labour Club Westbury. and was very popular 
with the dancers, a large proportion came from the 
Triple C, Corsham, and Santa Fe Club, Weston 
super Mare, who entertained everyone with their 
western style dancing. 


@ Ben Rees Band plus Jolene and Barry were at the 
Continental Divide CMC writes Isa Mclsaac. Despite 
having trouble with his van on the way down and 
coming through freezing fog, Ben eventually made it 
and put on a great show with his band. Jolene and 
Barry were equally as good keeping up the 
Christmas party atmosphere, even throwing in a few 
singalong Christmas songs. A truly wonderful duo. 
The club has had a very successful year thanks to all 
the acts who have appeared and for the people who 
support the club. Many new acts are booked for 
1992. 


@ A new name to the Irish country scene, Marty 
Young, has just released his second four-track 
cassette called ‘Memories With Me’. His first EP was 
called ‘The Breffni Cavin Wanderer’ which did very 
well for him in Ireland. The title track was a big hit on 
all the radio charts, his second self-penned song ‘Old 
Times’ is also doing very well in the charts. 


@ ‘Memories With Me’ once again finds Marty 
penning three of the tracks, ‘I'll Never Forget’, 
‘Memories With Me’ and ‘Learning To Yodel’, the 
fourth track is called ‘Mail Robbery’. The title track is 
a song many can relate to being away from home 
and having many happy memories. The second 
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song ‘Mail Robbery’ is about a little boy trying to 
make his mammy happy again. ‘I'll Never Forget’ isa 
very sad slow number about a young girl in a car 
accident. The last track ‘Learning To Yodel’ is about 
a man travelling across to Switzerland to learn to 
yodel. The EP is on Star Records and recorded in 
Basil Hendrick’s Sound Creations studio in 
Montemple Co. Westmeath. 


@ ‘You’re Welcome As The Flowers In May’ is 
Eileen King’s latest album and her first release on 
CD.The album was recorded in Percy Robinson’s 
studio in Letterkenny and has twelve tracks including 
‘Home To Donegal’, ‘When A Tear Becomes A 
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By Richard Dudgeon. 10 Kitchener Street. Belfast BT12 6LE. Tel. 0232 240415 


Rose’, ‘An Irish Country Home’, ‘Blue Eyes Crying 
In The Rain’ and ‘If Those Lips Could Only Speak’. 


@ The Cattle Company hope to have a new cassette 
single released soon. Tracks include ‘Time For 
Talkin” and ‘Restless Heart’. ‘Time For Talkin’”’ is a 
duet with up and coming female. vocalist Pamela 
Mcllroy. The boys hope to have a single released on 
Hokus Records of Indiana, USA. 


@ The H Bar H Western Line Dancing team have 
just celebrated their first year together as a team. Joe 
Hamilton told me he believes they are the only one 
of it’s kind in Northern Ireland. 


@ Well, that’s it for this month. Usual address for all 


your news and views. Watch out for a special edition 
next month spotlighting the Irish scene. 


Cattle Company 
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@ So much has been going on this last few weeks. 
First the unhappy news that one of our local clubs. 
The Stage Coach at Three Bridges. has closed due to 
falling attendances. along with the Southern Belle at 

-Chiddingfold. The latter was due to the fact that 
Brian and Maureen live in Horsham so a new club, 
the Delta Queen, is to be opened in Horsham as a 
replacement. 


@ The bands this month have been varied and 
interesting to say the least. At the Colorado South 
Nutfield. Johnny Carter and the Ridge gave a good 
night as always and took part in the presentation of 
£350 raised at the charity night. Next Dave Keen 
Duo were very short on support but this did not deter 
Dave and Oz from giving a great party. 


® The Circle Twenty had a party night instead of 
instruction with canned music. followed by Dave 
‘Pazzo’ Paisley presiding with his ‘dumb’ band. This 


®@ Let's kick of this month’s column with a run down 
of the various clubs’ Christmas shows which have! 
been held throughout the region. 


@ Local band Cross Country, who have now made 
a name for themselves all over the country, were the 
guests for the Gunfighters CMC’s Hoe-Down held at 
Jarrow Labour Club. A packed house enjoyed the 
up-tempo material supplied by the band as well as 
the excellent buffet once again provided by Beryl 
Clisham. Thanks to her and to all the visiting bands 
who throughout 1991 donated copies of their 
cassettes contributing to a raffle prize total of over 
fifty prizes. Thanks to Ken Swift, Paul Hetherington, 
Jeff and Estelle Harris, Mary Lowe and my wife 
Heather for their hard work not only on this occasion 
but throughout the year and to all the loyal 
supporters who have kept this club running for 
sixteen years. My sincere thanks to you all. 


@ Out of town entertainment provided by Noel 
Dillon and the Foster Boys was the order of the day 
for the Double B CMC’s Christmas celebrations at 
Pelaw Ballroom. The raffle organised by Frank and 
Denise Sanderson towards Bone Marrow Transplant 
2000 raised another £140 and was drawn on this 
night. 


@ The South Tyneside CMC at Horsley Hill Hotel, 
South Shields, also favoured a local band for the 
celebrations. This time entertainment was provided 
by a trio, High Sierra, who always turn in a 
professional performance, even if they have 


changed their name a few times. Nevertheless you - 


can’t keep a good man down and Ossie Amin ably 


* 


COUNTRY MUSIC 


@ Opening this month with thanks to all those kindly folk 
who enquired but, I’m sad to say, Santa forgot the CD player. 
He did however drop in a lovely portable colour tele. An 
ideal prezzy for someone who last watched the box the year 
Middlesbro FC won the FA Cup! I digress. 


@ In the run up to the season of goodwill and just beyond, 
local acts predominate the scene with touring bands few and 
far between. To all those North East artists who kept the 
regions country music flag flying over this period — many. 
many thanks. 


® Visitors to one of my favourite haunts, Lazenby Social, 
have included the impressive and highly original sounds of 
M.G. Greaves and Lonesome Too. Nick Jacks Band featured 
ex Out Of Hand frontman Nick Bunbury with N.N. Jacks 
Duo buddy Neil Cook and roving Hartlepool drummer Mick 
Larkins. Keywest appeared minus fiddle maestro Derek 
Spence and old mate Bob Allison introduced several freshly 
written works to the Lazy B’s clientele. Bob’s lead mans 
individual style of picking appeared out of synch at times, 
with the rest of the band. A touch more discipline within the 
framework of the band I’m sure would be appreciated by 
Bob. Les and Jason. There’s another album of self-penned 
works in the pipeline — look out for it. 


@ The admirable vocal skills of George Payling Jnr were 
very much in evidence when Ayr’s excellent Texas Gun 
played Guisborough TA. Three lovely laddies whose ability 
to vary their act to please any crowd earned them my 
recommended listening tag. What a millstone to hang around 
anyone’s neck. Super smoothies West Virginia opened up 
the TA’s 92 accaunt. ‘Girl Made In Japan’ and ‘Take That 
Smile From Your Face’ meriting praise. Keith’s ‘Tree In A 
Meadow’. I swear, the equal of Campbell Baxter's version. 


e From lan Edwards, Tyneside’s Occasional Bluegrass 
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turned into a good night. Dave's experience showing 
through (he fronted Homer for many years with 
great success) and its still like having a band up front 
— good stuff. 


@ Julie Byrne was this month’s main attraction. It’s 
about four years since being in the company of Julie 
and she hasn’t changed a bit. Julie has to be one of 
the best female vocalists. nice strong clear voice. 
together with the band. and pleasing visually. A 
professional presentation with numbers from the 
year diddly dot up to the present day. Look forward 
to seeing them again. 


@ Triple R. Redhill Football Club, again had a good 
line with Clearwater Mountain Band. They’re 
improving every time you see them. Our Mr. Hawks 
gave good vocals on ‘Don’t Close Your Eyes’. 
‘Hillbilly Highway’ and ‘Swimming Up Stream’ just 
to mention a few. The band have worked quite a lot 


supported by Don Boot and Tom Murphy always 
give value for money. Resident duo Tidmarsh and 
Littlehampton (alias George and Derek) also added 
their own inimitable style to the proceedings. 

®@ [can’t speak too highly about High Sierra as they 
turned out for me at half-hour’s notice when I 
received notification at 6.30 pm on a Saturday night 
that the band wasn’t going to make it through the fog 
from Doncaster. One phone call to Ossie was all that 
it took even though Tom had to be tracked down to 
Whitley Bay Ice Rink where he was enjoying a night 
out with his family. In true showbiz tradition the show 
went on. Ossie you’ re a true professional and a good 
mate, even if you have been around so long you 
must be my father! 


® Fortunately, having run a club fifty-two weeks of 
the year for sixteen years, there’s very few occasions 
when the band doesn’t show, suffice to say in this 
case that the band was called Possum! Yes, I got all 
the jokes. 

® Another true professional in every sense of the 
word, Mr. Keith Manifold, struggled through freezing 
fog to get to the Border CMC’s meeting at Berwick 
and gave a first class show. Unfortunately Texas Gun 
broke down on their way to the club and at very short 
notice local hero Rob Bell. introduced the first 
showing of his Country Roads Roadshow which was 
well received by members. 

@ The Bull Run Civil War Society held their annual 
ball at Hebburn Colliery Club when a packed house 
were entertained by West Virginia, who were visiting 
the region for a mini tour. 


@ A residents party night was held at the 
Gunfighters CMC to celebrate New Year when fancy 
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Band topped November's bill at Bishopton Bluegrass Club, 
The Talbot, Bishopton, in the company of John Weighell 
and Huckleberry Hollow. Guests from the floor The Rollo 
Brothers. Ron and John Weighell backed up two cracking 
sets from resident Huckleberry Hollow to close 91’s club 
activities. HH scheduled to back Whitby’s ‘overnight 
sensation’ Paul Wheater in concert at Bury St. Edmunds later 
this year. 


@ Bill Alexander’s Amarillo look to be a new Scottish outfit 
to keep an eye on. Major contributors to this groups action at 
Middlebrough Cycling Club were Aaron Fyvies superb 
driving percussion and vocal, harmonies and the style and 
composure shown by a very competent and assured young 
bassist Richard Rankin (16). Bill shoulders the majority of the 
vocal work with Richard’s dad Jimmy contributing the guitar 
licks. Adding icing to the cake some belting self-composed 
works are well worth listening to. 


@ Depping Davey Hantiss (Keywest) lead guitar work, was a 
redeeming feature of the Nick Jacks Band’s visit, With 
drummer Mickey Vicary already departed, Prediction also 
bade farewell to lead player Mike Carney, following their 
Cycling Club gig. This canny local act reverting back to their 
original three piece format, one think suits them best. 


@ Full houses greeted the exquisite Jeannie Dee Band and 
Boxing Day’s distinguished guests, the Brazil Band, when 
they paraded their wares at Barnard Castle’s Glaxo Club. A 
Northern showcase double header featuring Harmony and 
Prediction attracted a capacity crowd to celebrate seven 
years of top class country entertainment at this excellent 
venue. Ireland’s Ann Breen scooped the Go Country’s Band 
of the Year award, presentation time May I believe. From 
very reliable sources, there’s grave concern over the staging 
of this year’s Teesdale Festival. Apparently sponsorship 
problems because of the recession and an alarming change 


TYNE AND WEAR 


By George Mills. 15 Coatsworth Court. Gateshead NE8 10R. Tel. 091 4781885. 


CLEVELAND/DURHAM_ 


By Keith Render, 21 Scanbeck Drive, Marske-By-Sea TS11 TAU. Tel. 0642 476509. 


HOME COUNTIES SOUTH 


By Jean Davey, 3 Dennis Close, Redhill, RH1 2AX. Tel. 0737 766442. 


locally and get good support. Several bookings this 
year are repeat bookings for the same venue. The 
cassette doesn’t do them justice so if you haven't 
seen them and only heard them, take my advice and 
see them live. 


@ West Virginia are a band who, as far as I’m 
concerned, can do no wrong. They have to be the 
best. In the 12 years of following the boys little 
change has taken place apart from a slight change in 
line up. Keith still sings in a relaxed manner, Arthur, 
on base guitar. is the silly one and has to be watched: 
Mike on lead is the studious one but very underrated 
(not by the band) and as for Brian on drums what can 
I say. Whoever he brings along in his bag of tricks 
from Joe Sadio down to a chocolate munchkin. Mad 
but very entertaining. Some people have said the 
holiday clubs have spoilt them but I can’t see it 
myself. Wherever they perform they give good 
entertainment. 


dress (ie, other than western) was worn by.some of 
the members. Entertainment was provided by the 
club’s own trio, Preachers Pride, and Mr. Glen 
Daniels. 


@ Preacher's Pride also entertained at the Fountain 
View Handicapped Club in Gateshead where they 
provided a lively choice of songs which was well 
received — so well that I’m sure they could have a 
residency there if they wished. Special guest of the 
night was Angus’ McTavish whose swirling kilt 
certainly proved a hit with the ladies. 


@ | was sorry to miss the Sonia Ann Band on their 
recent visit to the Gunfighters CMC but pleased to 
hear Sonia Ann has now included a lot of songs by 
Tann Browne in her repertoire. 


® Sadly December saw the departure of a legend in 
country music broadcasting when Stan Laundon 
departed the air waves after twenty one years. 
Fortunately the programme continues with new 
presenter Chris Lawrence in the chair so still tune in 
every Sunday, 3 till 5 pm on Radio Cleveland for 
Country Time. [am sure you won’t be disappointed. 


@ | know our own GNR radio presenter Brian 
Clough receives copies of this magazine every month 
and gives some away as competition prizes so I am 
sure he won’t mind me saying how much I enjoyed 
his first programme of the New year when he played 
his favourite recordings of 1991. Brian, in your own 
words, ‘it was a cracking show’. It was also very 
interesting to hear the results of your favourite 
country singer poll — who would have thought that, 


in attitude and lack of interest shown by new management, 
putting this very popular event in jeopardy. 


@ Country sound of the 50s, rockabilly and slap bass are the 
hallmark of The Sunset Trio. Their show at Guisborough 
Qouits Club varying from lively uptempos to tear jerkers, 
They're off to Nashville in June. Things on the up for these 
local lads. 

@® MG. Greaves and Lonesome Too were impressed with 
the superb on stage sound at Eston Labour Club. Good 
acoustics here, large stage, well laid out, A smart comfortable 
concert room, pity it’s not a regular venue. Hear the bands 
picked up a record deal down Devon way and that top pop 
group Beautiful South are set to record M.G. Greaves’ 
‘Diamonds Always Shine’ on the flip side of their next single. 
Things looking good for this Humberside outfit. 


@ Pauline Kelly tells of a good night with Creeper at The 
Crook Hotel. Standard material but keen sense of humour 
setting them apart from the majority. Christmas night saw 
Wayne Travis entertain here with songs from the Kentucky 
Headhunters and Shenandoah amongst the safer numbers. 
Crystal Clear please at The Toronto Lodge. Her uptempo 
favourites and accordion tunes finding favour. Sye 
Madison’s lovely deep voice suits a variety of songs. Some 
fresh, updated material wouldn’t go amiss, among the more 
tried and trusted numbers. Dave Foster’s vocal clarity never 
faltered at The Lodge, despite a heavy cold. This guy gets 
better each time I see him adds Pauline. 


@ Fred Bynoe deserves a medal for his valiant efforts to 
make Redcar Bowl a major venue in the region. The latest 
spectacular to grace the stage here of Andy Brown, The 
Country Gentlemen, Keith Manifold and M.G. Greaves and 
Lonesome Too, failed to generate enough local interest for 
Fred to continue putting his neck on the line. Tho, at the time 
of writing, there is a possibility of West Virgina plus support 


"ee 


© Sunday was spent at the Whiskey River, Walton 
on Thames, a newish venue. The band. Plain Loco, 
were on view. Steve is still full of bounce and leads 
the band very well. A hard venue to work for the 
bands due to its shape but the band did a good job 
with some old numbers. but mostly modern material. 
The Haley Sisters were also on the bill. Haven’t seen 
them since they were Apple Jack, and I wasn’t too 
impressed. The choice of material was reasonable 
but to me they need a male vocalist to mellow their 
young voices. They are doing well on the festival 
circuit and have a confident act a lot of people must 
enjoy, but unfortunately, not for me. 


@ That's it till next time. If 1 don’t see you, call me or 
drop me a line if you'd like your club mentioned. 


Club Secretaries 


Are you selling Britain’s fastest growing 


country music newspaper in your club ? 


| For details of special club rates telephone 
0522 541546. 


in 1991, Patsy Cline would still be voted number 
one. Myself, I was quite happy to hear that the 
Possum came third, although perhaps my five votes 
might have pushed him up farther. 


@ What better way to start off the New Year than 
with a band like Fever and for the third year running 
this is exactly what happened at the Gunfighters 
CMC. They may have changed their name but 
Colin, Roy, Ali and Ken continue to provide some of 
the best in country music in the country with their 
self-penned numbers really going down well withthe 
audience. 


® You will be able to see Fever along with other top 
acts, Stu Page, Bob McKinlay, the Muldoon 
Brothers, to name but a few, at the second Great 
North Festival to be held at Whitton Castle in August. 
Only £17 for the weekend. If you didn’t go last year I 
can thoroughly recommend it. If you did you know 
what I’m talking about. 


@ Finally, I stuck my neck on the line and tried 
something different at the Gunfighters CMC with a 
‘Karaoke Meets Country’ evening provided by Eric 
and Barbara White. I know, shock horror, I can 
imagine the look on your faces as you read this, but 
believe me it worked and everybody had a great 
time. Although we had a smaller audience than 
usual, there was no shortage of singers and Eric’s 
superb equipment and Babara’s moral support soon 
had people who said ‘not me’ at the beginning of the 
night, filling in the slips as fast as they could. An 
experiment certainly worth another try and certainly 
different. 


® That seems to be it for another month, especially 
as I promised Doreen it would be in on time. I would 
just like to thank those people who take the trouble to 
phone for the information when they are visiting or 
working in the area. It’s nice to know people actually 
do read my ramblings every month. 


appearing later this month: Listen to Cloughy on a Friday 
and-Chris Lawrence, Sundays, for confirmation. 


® Redcar’s oldest venue, the RNA Club, has ceased it 
country music operations, but not before American tourer 
Steve Haggard paid a visit. Lack of promotion and 
advertising meant I only found out after the event. 
Apparently the club’s switch to the private sector, the final 
nail in the coffin for country music in the town. 


® Scotland’s Amarillo put on a good show for the members 
of Tom and Betty Emery’s Outlaws CMC. Lemon Grass 
were brilliant said Betty. Liverpool’s Everglades, Tony, 
Bernie, Les and Stan, also supplied a great evening’s 
entertainment. Scouse super group, The _ Hillsiders, 
produced the music for our Christmas party night, absolutely 
fabulous effort. 


®@ Not regional. I know, but it seems my 91 comments 
regarding acts getting off their butts to promote themselves, 
instead of expecting others to do it for ’em, has struck the 
right chords with some. Seems to me it’s only fair to give ’em 
a plug. To Ben Rees, thanks for the advanced North East tour 
gig guide. A boon when planning and manouvering the 
dragon into going where I want to go. To lovely Karen 
Berriman, infoing she no longer fronts Ovation. Now 
working solo, contact her on 0751 75293. ToJohn Ward, he 
hasn’t got a CD either, for the biog sheet introducing the 
Tuckenhay Diamonds to me. They’re from York and feature 
John, lead vocals, guitar; Ian, keyboard, vocals amd Alison, a 
versatile keyboard player, playing bass to stop John sulking, 
0347 22950 puts you in touch. To the Indians manager, 
Eamonn Keane, for a useful promo pack with a difference. 
To Gerry Cahill, Play Records, thanks for reading the column 
and the Original Johnny McEvoy cassette. I could easily 
become converted to Irish country music after hearing this 
very enjoyable tape. Does this mean you require the CD 
back Gerry? Finally to Steve Haggard and Wild Oats 
Records, Nashville, for a 10-page info pack and ‘Push 
Comes To Shove’ cassette. Several tracks off this original 
offering had instant appeal, others are certainly growing on 
me. On the strength of this recording I'll certainly endeavour 
to catch his live show. Understand he’s due to return with full 
band later this year. 
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BLACKHILLS CWC KEEP IT COUNTRY CLUB WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC INVERNESS CWC HIGH LANE CMC 
Hillside Inn, Glenafton Park, Afton Hunters Moon, Coleshill Road, Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill Park Suite, Inverness Ice Centre. High Lane Conservative Club, Buxton 
Road, New Cumnock. Fridays. Castle Bromwich, Birmingham. Road, Maybush, Southampton. COUNTRY MUSIC Tuesdays. Road, High Lane, Stockport. 
7 Cimarron (First Anniversary, Weekly. / Saturdays. 4 Jolene and Barry plus Colin Every Saturday. 061 449 9495. 
Tickets £1 with buffet) 2 Billyand Shiloh 1 Fever — AT THE MILL Grant Adams 1 Out Of Town plus Heading 
14 Tommy Truesdale and The 9 Irene and Roadrunner 5 8 MacBailey and Desperado 11 John Wesley’s Raiders West ‘. 
Sundowners 16 perl Carter and Hurricane 15 Hole In The Road Gang Sunday, 9th February, Noon to 3.30 pm 18 pave Sheriff and The Haley 8 Outlaw 
1 J.C. and Driftwood pog2 22 Hitkickers isters 15 Haley Sisters plus Dave Sheriff 
2 Gerry Ford 23 Kickin’ The Dust 29 Plain Loco ‘ TONY BEST SHOW 25 Gambler 22 Grass Cae oor 
=4 with special guests lona and Andy 29 Sarah Jory Band. Tickets £3.75 
CADES COUNTY CMC THE QUEENS HOTEL YELLOW ROSE CWC pase ata esl tag RNA CWC 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, Near Scotland Street, Sheffield. c/o Keanie Club, Auchenlodment Mill Brow. Widnes. Sundays. COLCHESTER CMC 
Worksop, Notts. Every Friday. Tuesdays. Road, Johnstone. Every Friday. THE HALEY SISTERS 2 D.J. Cody and Cody’s County Woods Leisure Centre, Braiswick. 
7 John Aston and Southbound 4 Jodie Sinclair 7 Blue Rooster All enquiries 0942 828521 Day time 9 M.G. Greaves. Special £2.50, First and third Thursdays in 
14 Whiskey and Lace 11 Tony Dale 14 Texas Gun Colin Hurst 0257 422672 Evening £3 non-members, £1 OAPs. month. 
21 Gerry Ford 18 Peter Kane 21 Country Connection Produced by 16 Clearwater Mountain Band 6 Trading With The Natives 
28 Dick Edwards Trio 25 Westbound 28 No Club Metropolitan Wigan Leisure Dept. 23 Desperado 20 Memphis Roots 
PONDEROSA CWC nu 
The Memoirs Restaurant, Ipswich ISAS se THE GUNFIGHTERS tii le ion EAST AND H-BAR-H CC MO'S COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
Street, Stowmarket. Fridays. Salisbury Conservative Club, Badger Jarrow Labour Club, Park Road, Pavilion Gardens, Buxton, 353 Newtownards Road, Belfast Bashley Park, Sway Road, New 
7 Sandy Scott Band Street, Bury, Lancs. Jarrow. Saturdays. Nala Saturdays. 0298 BT5, Northern Ireland. Fridays. Milton, Hampshire BH25 5QR. 
Please note new venue at Stowmarket wsdnesueys: 1 To be announced : . 7 Dice plus guest Carmel Monthly. Tel. 0425 618453. 
Football Club Social Rooms, Bury 2 Srl. , 8 To be announced 1 Dillinger plus Nicola Valley" McKenna 8 Pete Palmer Country Band 
Road, Stowmarket, commencing: Ue sles ast th ihers 15 To be announced oe: Sth Feb, 12 noon, Ricki 14 Claire Knocks and Co plus plus support plus Sid’s 
14 Bandwaggon Trio 26 ee ar Ree Bana 22' To beannoUnced Syiva Benefit Show with Bob guest Paul Donnelly Country Disco and Square 
21 Hollywood Cowboys je Stu Pag 29 West Virginia McKinlay, Mary T. Rose, ; 21 Thomas Milligan Band plus Dance Demo with the Texas 
28 Tallahassee Stroller, John Gill Band, Keith guest Auriel Campbell Swing dancers. 
Enquiries 0359 40517 Manifold, Darren Busby, 


TUCSON CMC 
The Tartan Club, Fountainbridge, 
Edinburgh. Mondays. 
3 John C. King Family Band 
10 Silver Sun 


24 Shiloh 


17 Haley Sisters and Dave Sheriff 


WHITE HORSE CWC 

Labour Club, Saltcoats. Fortnightly. 

14 Manson Grant and The 
Dynamos 

28 Amarillo 


HARROGATE CMC 
Wetherby Road, Harrogate, North 


Yorks. Alternate Wednesdays. 
12 Pete Naden Duo 
26 Spill The Beans 


FRED’S PLACE 
Gedling MW, Plains Road, 
Mapperley, Nottingham. 
Sundays. 
2 Lemon Grass 
9 Shunie Crampsey and Band 
16 Alan Westwood Band 
23 Cross Country 


HLC CMC 

Harrogate Leisure Centre, Beech 
Avenue (off Leeds Road), 
Harrow. First Friday. 


7 Bandwaggon 


BREDBURY CMC 


The Rat Pit, Bents Lane, Bredbury, 
Stockport. 061 494 6804. 
Monthly Saturdays. 

1 West Coast 


OUTLAWS CMC 
Lanchester Social, Lanchester, Co. 
Durham. Saturdays. 
1 To be announced 
8 Sonia Ann Band 
15 West Virginia 
22 Jolene and Barry 
29 Jon J. Paul Band 


CACTUS JACKS CMC 
Workington British Legion, St. John's 

Court, Workington. Last Friday. 
28 Dillinger 


BORDER CMC 


Black and Gold Social Club, 
Shielfield Park, Berwick. Second 
Tuesday. 

11 Manson Grant and The 
Dynamos 


NORTHERN NASHVILLE CMC 

Viewfirth, DSSC, Thurso. Monthly. 

28 Mary B and Bakersfield plus 
Texas Gun 


BRIDGEND RECREATION 
CENTRE 

Bridgend, Mid-Glam. Monthly. 

21 Clovis 


LAICHMORAY HOTEL 
Station Road, Elgin. Fortnightly. 

6 Big Bob and The Fugitives 
20 The Haley Sisters 


TOP SELLING CDs FROM ‘JUST COUNTRY’ 


Brooks and Dunn 
Garth Brooks 
George Jones 
Collin Raye 
Pirates of the Missippi 
Steve Wariner 
Chris LeDoux 
Holly Dunn 

Patty Loveless 
Sammy Kershaw 
Kenny Johnson 


Brand New Man 

Ropin The Wind 

Along Came Jones 
All! Can Be 

Walk The Plank 

| Am Ready 

Western Underground 
Greatest Hits 

Up Against My Heart 
Don’t Go Near The Water 
Summer Nights 


SPA TOWN CMC 


presents the 


MARY DUFF SHOW 
with Special Guest 
CHARLIE LANDSBOROUGH 
at the 
PAVILION GARDENS, PAXTON 
SUITE, BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE 


Saturday, 11th April, 1992 


Graham Broughton. 


YATE CMC 

Shireway Community Centre, Yate, 
Bristol. Fortnightly. 

7 Stu Page Band 

21 Cross Country 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 


Paisley Road Toll, Glasgow. 
Amarillo 

Mike Kool Band 

Irish Country Music Night with 
Shaun Cuddy and Band 
Bailey Brothers 

Jack Easy 

Sonia Ann Band 

St. Valentine’s Day Dance 
Rambling Fever 

Sunset Trio 

21 Silver Sun 

22 Route 65 

23 Halfbreed 

28 Blue Rooster 

29 M.G. Greaves and Lonesome 


ok ok 
Aunhoon On 


Too 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC 
Gartferry Hotel, Racecourse Road, 
Ayr. Wednesdays. 
5 Amarillo 
12 Route 65 
19 J.C. King Family Band 
26 Mary B and Bakersfield 


NORTH HEATH CMC 
Upper Hall, North Heath Social Club, 
Mill Road, Erith, Kent. Sundays. 
2 Pete King and Aces High 
9 Freddie Jameson and Convoy 
16 Navajo 
23 Mike Scott Tracey Band 


PRESTON OUTLAWS CWC 
London Road Labour Club, London 
Road, Preston, Lancs. Weekly. 
1 Mel Hague Band 
8 Joe Piper Band 
15 Lemon Grass 
22 Stroller 
29 Paddy Kelly Band 
Contrary to rumours we are open every 
Saturday and we are NOT closing 
down. Queries please phone Sheila 
0772 760297. 


FORRES CMC 
The Brig Hotel, Forres. Monthly. 
John C. King Family Band 


FORT WORTH CMC 
Woking Football Club, Kingfield, 
Woking, Surrey. Fortnightly, 


Fridays. 
7 Tallahassee 
21 Fever 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 


25p per Word 
(£10 Minimum Charge, Prepaid) 


BIDDS CMC 

Sutherland Road, Longton, Stoke- 
on-Trent, Staffs. Saturdays 
weekly. 0782 310527. No 
children under 14 allowed. 


Delta Dawn 
Kenny Johnson and 
Northwind 


Chuck Layburn and The 
Railroaders 

Carolina 

Poacher 


WAYLAND CMA 

Queens Hall, Watton. Saturday. 
8 Western Rodeo 

22 New Dawn 


ARTISTES ‘Keep Your Name Out Front’ 
For details of CMRU Directory Adverts 


TELEPHONE... 0522 541546 


Imports £13.99: UK £10.99. P&P One item £1; Two £1.50; Three + £2. Box sets £2.50. GUAR ERG Caan UNTIL 0000 COUNTRY/WESTERN DANCE VIDEOS 


Optional insurance 0p TICKETS £5.50 vocals. Willie Nelson style, looking for good BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP AND AWARDS WEEKEND 
FABULOUS FEBRUARY OFFER—Capitol Country Music Classics 5 CDs £8 each; £35 set £6 on the door pro band. Many years in States and Australia. ‘ : Pay 
Cheques to ‘Just Country’, 439 Clock Face Road, St. Helens, ALL ENQUIRIES 0298 70194 Influences Nelson, G. Jones, G. Strait, with Dick and Geneva at Pontin’s Barton Halll, Chalet Hotel, 


Torquay, plus Instructional material 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Send SAE for list to The Song and Dance Store, 3 Church Road, 
East Huntspill, Somerset TA 3PG. 


Yoakam, Crowell, etc. — Call Buddy on 0302 
780511. 


PRO DRUMMER, ALL STYLES, DEPS ETC, 
Ludwig and transport. — Telephone 045 
294456. 


FEMALE 
VOCALIST 


Merseyside WA9 4QL. Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
For full Country LP, Cas, CD and Video catalogues send 3 x 24p stamps 


Introduce A Friend To ‘Country’ 


GARY PERKIN 
DUO 


We would like to thank 


Please send 12 monthly issues of Country Music Round Up, beginning next month, LOOKING TO JOIN BAND all our fans and friends 
to the address below. | enclose a cheque/postal order for £16.50 (UK) NO EXPERIENCE, for their support 
£19.50 (E e and Rep of Ireland) mad ble to CMRU. 

(Europe and Rep of Ireland) made payable to BUT GOOD farougnaulthe vear 

S.E. London Area preferred 
IN RIT aba c eect racer vans Stee chon veae enyesevancee tee tes Sec gstestes aite soibes Soveghesstvseussep ewan vesesaek toners 
Telephone For information and Bookings 

AGGRO SSE nr ctvestssscsstercndeesctaecantost st oe rareertserituapdet te seen tarnetsensecer;saezsss4taeaestonecnseasnancsenonststner=s 081 291 7098 Ring Gary 0909 568546 


HANG YOUR FAVOURITE STAR! <4; 33 


ORIGINAL PEN DRAWINGS OF ANY 3s 
COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8, suitable for 


framing) £4.99 each incl p&p. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR POs PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY 
Order now from 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 


Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 19S 
ALSO AVAILABLE LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU ON TOP 
QUALITY ART PAPER (SIZE 16x112 APPROX) £3.99 incl p&p 


Subscription orders received using this form the sender will qualify for our special 
bonus of a free Sun Visor. Send your subscription orders to CMRU Publishing Co, 
(Dept Subs), 286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct), Lincoln LN2 1AL. 
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